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Ant. I, The.Fine Arts of the Englifo School, illuftrated in 
a Series of Engravings, from Paintings, Sculpture, and Ars 

_ chitedture, Pg eminent LEnglifb Artif : with Hiagrephical 
critical, and defcripiive . » by various Authors. . Bdited, 
and partly written, by John Britton, F.S. Av With 25 fine 
Plates. Elephant, 4to. Gl. 108. or Atlas, ditto, 111, 
Longman and Co: 1812. 


[RAT valuable, as well as beautiful work, the “ Archie 
teGural Antiquities of Great Britain,” of which, when 
two volumes were completed; we gave an account in our 
thirty-fourth volume*, has eftablifhied the reputation of Mr. 
Britton on the firmeft bafis; and the public looks forward, 
with earneft éxpeétation, to the conclufion of that work at 
the end of the fourth volume. The prefent patriotic ynder- 
taking again diftinguifhes him as the friend and fupporter of 
the Arts, and well entitles him to the encomium of Mr, 
Shee, which he has judicioufly placed in his title-page. 
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« . 


«© Gods! what a glory would inveft his name, 
_., What palms perennial {pring around his fame ! 
Whofe generous fpirit fhould our Age reprove, | 
And to the Livine Arts extend his Love!”’ 


This praife, though not exelufively his own, he here 
fhares, in his proportion, with fome of the moft diltinguifhed 
perfons of the age, the founders and fupporters of the Brie 
tilly Inftitution, ' 

The fpecimens contatned im this firft volume are ex. 
tremely fine. We will not fay that the engravings are fo 
equally fine, 10 point of execution, asthofe which adorn the 
Architeétural Antiqinties ; but fome are tranfcendently good; 
and thofe which feem at all inferior, might do honour to any 
lefs finifhed work. We have here five fine portraits, eight 
engravings from capital pi€iures, and fix from fculptures of 
the beft order, befides architeétural and ornamental plates. 
OF the latter fori, or rather the two latter united, 1s the fron- 
tifpiece, containing a truly elegant defign, by Mr. Gandy, 
for a Natigual Inflitution, appropriated to. the fine arts, the 
fciences, and Inerature of the kingdom. This is finely en- 
graved by Le Keux. In the back-ground we feem to look 
to the Acropolis of Athens. 

‘The portraits are all engraved by Bond, in a very mafterly 
fiyle. They are thofe of Lord Afhburton, from Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds; of Romney, from a picture by Shee; of the fa. 
mous Marquis of Granby, alfo from Sir Jofhua; of Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds hinfelf, from his own pi€ure, prefented 
to the Royal Academy, and now hanging in the Council 
Chamber; and latity of Wilfon, the celebrated painter of 
landf{cape, from a painting, comed by John Taylor, under 
the infpection of Wilfon himfelf, from the orginal, which 
was drawn by Mengs. “Thefe portraits are all illuftvated by 
memous of the celebrated perfons who are there reprefented. 
‘The account of Lord Athburton is drawn up by that able 
writer, and found lawyer, Mr. Adolphus. The Memoir of 
the Marquis of Gianby is written by John Mafon Good, 
Eig; thatot Romney, by Pintlips, R. A.; Sir Jofiua Rey- 
nolds, by Northcote; and of Wilion, by Briton. 

All the reft of the prints have deferipuve, illufirative, and 
exitical accounts fubjoined to them; a large part of which, 
as well as the prelace, proceeds from the pen of Mr. Brite 
tou, The other fpecinens of painting are-from Reynolds, 
Welt, Gainiborough, Romney, Turner, Howard, Northcote, 
and Weftall; the fculptures trom Flaxmen, Nollekens, and 
Banks; ‘but the greater part from the irk. “The book mutt 
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certainly be confidered primarily as a work of art, with ree 
{peé to the originals which it prefents, and the flyle in which 
the engravings are executed; but of thefe things the legiti- | 
mate judges are artifts and experienced connoifieurs. ith 
their department we fhall not further interfere than to obferve, 
that the fubjeéts are in pone well chofen, and the plates, 
though not equal, are all reafonably good.. To that truly . 

claffical and engaging compofition, Sir Jofhua Reynolds’s pic- 
ture of Garrick between Tragedy and Comedy, diftinguilhed 
juftice has been done by Mr. Cardon; and his print is fuch 
as would be an ornament to any work. It is our office, moré 
properly, to fpeak of the literary department of the publica- 
tion, the biographical memoirs, and other illuftrations of thé 
rints; and to thefe we can juftly bear our teftimony of praife. 
e thall give a {pecimen or two from different parts. After 
iving a fir and impartial hiftery of the life of Lord Afh- 


urton, occupying 15 pages, Mr. Adolphus thus concludes 
his Memoir on the fubject. . 


‘¢ Having given this ample detail of Lord Athburton’s public 
life, the means of authentic narration are nearly exhaufted. The 
private life of an unmarried lawyer, and fuch was Mr. Dunning, 
till nearly the clofe of his days, affords few materials for obferva- 
tion. Bufinefs confines him to his chambers, the Courts at Weft. 
minfter, and his circuits; and his meals are fupplied at coffee. 
houfes, or in the hall of his fociety. In fucha courfe of life, no. 
thing is remarkable, except the converfation, which, in Mr, 
Dunning, abounded with wit in all its forms; fometimes playful, 
and often fevere. Of the exercife of this quality, both on his 
opponents at the Bar, and on the Chief-Juftice, Hagecuag, with 
whom political oppofition kept him on rather terms, man 
anecdotes remain, but they are either too common, or too little 
authenticated, to merit commemoration in this place. 

‘© Lord Afhburton owed no portion of his fuccefs to the advan. 
tages of appearance, or to felicity of manner, or of addrefs; but 
when once his talents began to operate, all other circumftances 
were forgotten. The meannefs of his figure, the ungracefulnefs 
of his aétion, and monotony of his voice, were all loft in the ra- 
pidity of his conceptions, the fluency of his words, the flafhes of 
his wit, and the fubtlety of his argaments, He is thus delineated 
by. a recent writer, who had means to know, and abilities to efti- 
mate the individual le undertook to defcribe*. ‘ He was a man, 
whofe talents were fo peculiar, and had fuch a fingular kind of 
brilliance, that they are not yet forgot at the Bar. They were 
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more remarkable for acutenefs and wit, than for elegance and 
chattenefs. The combination of his words was fo fingular, and 
the tones of his difcordant voice fo ferved in him to sivet the at. 
tention, that, as they always conveyed powers of thinking emi- 
nently tharp and forcible, he was conftzntly Jiftened to with ea- 
gernefs and admiration. His temper was generous, his fpirits 
lively; and his paffions violent. ‘The popular fide which he took 
in polities inereafed his fame; and he died, generally lamented, 
joft as he had obtained the fond objeét of his withes.””’ P. 15, 


We hall here introduce Mr. Northcote’s mafterly account 
of the profeflional chara&ter of Sir Jofhua Reynolds; cons 
taining a critical view of hi’ mert, and an invaluable tefti- 
mony to his diflinguilhed talents. | 


‘€ When we contemplate Sir Jofhua asa patoter, we are to re. 
colle& that, after the death of Kneller, the Arts in Eng@and fell 
to the loweft ftate of barbarifm, and each profefor cither followed 
that painter’s Reps, or elfe wandered in utter darknefs, till Rey- 
nolds, like the fun, difpelled the mifts, and threw an unprecedented 
fplendour on the department. of portraiture, To the grandeur, 
the truth, and fimplicity of Titian, and to the daring ftrength of 
Rembrandt, he has united the chaftenefs and delicacy of Vandyke. 
Delighted with the piurefque beautics of Rubens, he was the. 
firft that attempted a bright and ‘gay back-ground; arid defying 
the dull'and ignorant rules of his mafter, at a very early period 
of life, emancipated his art from the fhackles with which it had 
been encumbered in the fchool of Hudfon, Indeed, there is every 
reafon to ‘believe that he very rarely, if ever, copied a fingle pice 
ture of any mafter,' though he certainly did imitate the excellens 
parts of many, FYis verfatility in this refpect was equalled only 
by the fufceptibility of his feelings, the quicknefs of his compre- 
henfjon, and the ardour which prompted his efforts. His princi. 
pal atm, however, was colour and efeé?, and thofe he always 
varied as the fubje& required, Whatever deficiences there may 
be in the defigns of this great mafter, no painter, of any period, 
better underitood the principles of colouring; nor can it be 
doubted that he carried that branch of his art to a very high de- 
gree of perfection. As for his portraits, thofe of a dignified ¢ha- 
racter have a certain air of grandeur, and thofe of women and 
children poffefs a grace, beauty, and fimplicity, which have feldom 
been equalled, and never furpaffed. In his attempts to give cha. 
rater where it did not exift, fic has fometimes loft likenefs, but 
the deficiencies of the portrait were often compenfated by the 
beauty of the picture. 

** The attitudes of his figures are generally full of grace, eafe, 
and variety. He could throw them into the boldeft variations, 
and he often ventures at poftures which would frighten inferior 
painters, or, if attempted, would inevitably deftroy their — 
n 
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In light and fhade, in colouring and expreffion, he ftands without 
arival, His lights difplay the knowledge he poffeffed, and with 
fhade he conceals his defects; whether we confider the power, 
the brilliancy, or the form of his lights, the tranfparency of his 
fhadows, with the juft quantities of each, and the harmony, rich. 
nefs, and full effect of the whole, it is evident that he has not only — 
far tranfcended every modern matter, but that his excellencies, in 
thefe captivating parts of painting, vie with the works of the 
great models he has emulated.” P. 47. 


We hall only fwbjoin to our {pecimens from this work Mr, 
Britton’s {hort account of our great {culptor, Banks, in the 
defeription annexed to the print of his ‘* falling Giant.” 


“ Thomas Banks was not early initiated in the principles or 
practice ef his art: he was apprenticed to a carver in wood for 
feven years ; and during this fervitude he voluntarily fludied 
modelling as an amufement, and as a procefs more congenial to 
his difpofition and feelings than cutting wood. Some of hia 
models were exhibited at the Society of Arts, and obtained pre- 
miums. Stimulated by ‘this fuccefs, he next fubmitted his worke 
to the Royal Academy, and fortunately obtained the gold medal 
of that Inftitution in 1770. ‘Iwo years afterwards he was fent 
to Rome, and his expences defrayed there for three years; but 
lhe remained abroad feven years, His progrefs in art was rapid, 
and his fcience and tafte were fo manifeft, on his return, that he 
was elected an affociate, and afterwards a member of the Royal 
Academy. On this occafion he prefented to that body the flatue 
of the Falling Giant, ‘The merit and originality of this figure 
exalted the fculptor above his competitors, as it evinced powerful 
genius, and high profeffional talent. ‘The defign was poetical and 

aring; but the execution proved him competent to the tafk he 
had voluntarily engaged in, In form, expredlion, anatomical ac- 
curacy, and adaptation, this ftatue approaches perfection: it is 
one of thofe works. of art that, ina fmall compafs, and with 
fimplicity of parts, may be called fublime. ‘The mind of the 
{pectator is imperceptibly hurried away from the object to the 
fubje&t, freien. the marble perfonification of a human figure to the 
poetical tales of the ancients, froma fmall ftatue to the imagt. 
nary difplay of fuper-human power ahd gigantic mightinefs, 
One of the heroes of a clafs of giants, or Titans, who had waged 
war againft the Gods, is fhown in the att of falling ; as having 
juft received-a mortal ftroke from Jove: but in the moment of 
death, and with the lait firuggles of a convulfed frame, he pulls 
the rocks upon himfelf.”” P. 22, Sculpture. 


After printing this teftimony to the merit of a deceafed 
artift, we fhould not altogether pafs over the living; and 
jullice requires us to fay, that in chaftenefs, fimplicity, and 
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grandeur of defign, nothing can exceed the group executed 
by Mr. Nollekens for the monument of Mrs. Howard. The 
{pecimens alfo from Mr. Flaxman are, though generally lefs 
imple in their conception, of diftinguifhed merit: The 
fingle figure of Refignation is in indeed of perfeé fimpli- 
city; but, in the plate at leaft, it wants fomething in point 
of grace. We muft not conclude our account of this 
{plendid and interefting colleétion of plates, without men, 
tioning one which is nota plate, namely, the maflerly woods 
cut by Mr. Branfton, which forms the firft, or falfe ttle, 
and was imprefled on the outer cover of the numbers. It 
is, in faét, a very fine [pecimen of art, and both for defign 
and execution merits the higheft praife. This work will 
furcly meet with the patronage it fo well deferves. 





Art. II. Roncefvailes; a Poem, in twelve Books. By R 
Wharton, Efg. M.P,. F.R.S§. 4to. pp, $36, 11.-10s. 
Hatchard. 1812. . 


A* epic poem demands a regular and ferious examination, 
and that before us is well entitled to our attention. From 
this beginning the reader is not to expe& that our review will 
be tepleth with commendations of this poem in every parti- 
cular. We feeb that we have a mixed duty to perform; 
that we have to cenlure as well as to praife; but we fhull do 
neither in loofe or general terms, nor without exaét invefti- 
gation. : 

We begin with the fubje&, of which we fhall lay a brief 
abfira& before our readers. 
’ The firft book ts intitled, ** the Embaffy of Dudon ;” 
this hero, the fon of Oggier, King of Denmark, by Emel- 
lina, daughter of Charlemagne, and deputed by him, is tray 
velling 


«© O’er a broad plain whofe utmoft borders lave 
The Euxine weft, and eaft the Cafpian wave ;”? 


when fix knights, armed, but with their faces bare, iffue from 
a dark wood. Two of them are Orlando and Rinaldo, the 
very perfons to whom he is fent. He informs’ them that 
Agramant, King o! Bilerta, already. waves his flag on the 
territory of Charlemagne, aided by Sobrino, Rodomonte, 
and Ferrau, with 
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« —Every Moorifh fage and Moorifh knight 


Prudent in Council, or renown’d in fight,’’ 


and in the name of his fovereign and kinfman, and their’s, 
he demands their immediate prefence in France, 

Rinaldo, and the other four knights, Prafildo, Iroldo, Gri- 
fon, and Aqguilante the White, readily declare their acquief- 
cence; but tothe grict and furprife of them all, Orlando, 
on whom they had molt relied, ‘retules to accompany them, 
He alledges that his duty to Charles is more than paid by: 
former feryices; he is now the champion of Albracca’s 
throne, and the lover of Angelica; he has pertormed great 
exploits for her fake, and not unul the fhall have granted: the 
promifed reward of love will he return to France. Againtt 
this refolution Rinaldo pleads in vain; in vain reprefents his 
duty as a fubject, a Paladin, a hulband, and a chriftian. 
Dudon attempts to enforce fimilar arguments, but Orlando, 
enraged and refolute, leaves them aftonifhed and incenfed at 
his inflexibility. "They refolve, however, to fly to aid their 
fovereign, and, arriving at the port of Trebizond, embark. 
on board a veffel which Dudon had prepared. After a profs 
perous voyage, they arrive at Belgrade, where ‘Ouiachied 
King of Hungary, an ally of Charles, had raifed a force to 
allitt his caufe. Among the chiefs at Belgrade, was Otho,, 
and with bim Spinella, Prince of Afturia, who was a feuda> 
tory to Marfiglio, King of Arragon, and had been prefent at 
the Council where the demand of Agramante for the aid of 
Marfiglio in the war againft Charles had been debated, As 
Spinella was a chriftian, he heard with mdignation the refolu- 
tion of Marfiglio to join with Agramante, and forfwearing 
his allegiance to his infidel lord, crofled the Pyrennees, brings 
ing to the aid of the chriftian caufe a thoufand men, and, 
which was deemed more important, a knowledge of Agra- 
mante’s views and defigns, of the motives that urged, and the 
wants which embarrafled him. The newly-arrived chiefs 
are received with due courtely, and having been entertained 
at a banquet, are the next day fummoned to a Council, where 
Spinella 1s requefted to difclofe the important matter which 
he alone can know. 

The fecond book contains Spinella’s account of the Coun- 
cilof Agramante. He begins by relating that Agramante, 
the Emperor over the thirty-two Seateads of. Africa, is re- 
yered and implicitly obeyed by all, and for his flrength and 
prawele feared by all his feudatories, except Rodomonte, the 
sarzan, fon of Ulien, in whom pride, ungovernable fury, 
#nd uncontroulable hatred “ir knights, and aaa 
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of Paladins, are the chief charaéteriftics. Agramante having 
convened his vaflals to concur in a war which he intended to 
wage again{t Charles, and the object of which is the total 
extirpation of chriftianity, addreffes the fovereigns in a {peech 
fetting forth the injuries his family have fuftained from the 
prowefs of chriflians, and the other caufes which animate him 
againft them. ‘The enthufiafm and general eagernefs for war 
which this* addrefs excited, were fomewhat checked by 
Branzo, King of Bugia, who, reafoning from experience, 
and citing examples in fupport of his arguments, ftrongly re- 
monftrated againft a conftiét with the Emperor, while aided 
by the formidable Paladins, whofe force was fo well known 
to Africa. Thefe opinions were inforced by Sobrino; but 
Rodomonte anfwered them with fury, as the effeéts of fear 
and dotage, and Agramante, not very civilly, informed them, 
that he wanted their fupport in the war, and not their advice. 
The zeal of the party was, however, once more reftrained b 
Magalone, King of the Garamantes, who alfo united the cha. 
ra€ers of prieft, forcerer, and magician. He, fecure of at- 
tention from his known {kill, prophefied that their attempt 
againft Europe mutt be vain, unlefs they were joined by a 
knight, as yet unknown, of whom he gave the following ac, 
count. 

_ At the taking of Rifa, or Reggio, by Agolante, Gallicella, 
who was daughter of the conqueror, and had married againft 
his will, was torn from the corpfe of her hufband, who had 
been killed by treachery, and carried to Biferta, where fhe 
was delivered of twins; ane of each fex. As foon as they 
were born, Atlantes, the firft of magicians, conveyed. them 
away. The fate of the girl was unknown; but Atlantes 
forefeeing by his art that Biferta fhould foon be overthrown, 
and fearing that if the young Ruggiero were educated in the 
chriftian faith it might be by his hand, fecured him in Tene- 


‘vile. Here he was educated in the Mahometan fait, and 


trained to arms, being fed with nothing but the pith of lions. 
On the acquifition of him depended yittory; for he alone 
could meet the Paladins. 

This advice was, in every refpe&, offenfive and diftafteful 
to the felf-confident and impetuous Rodomonte, who at firft 
declared that he, with his fingle force, would go and wage 
the war, and bring Orlando bound into Africa; but Agra- 
mante declaring that he would allow two months for the 
fearch after Ruggiero, and the other kings affenting, the fon 
of Ulien reluétantly acquiefced, and Marbulaflo was deputed 
to Teneriffe. 

In thisjaterval the affembled chiefs were entertained wen 
: joulls 
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joufts and revels, but Magalone, conveying himfelf home by 
magic, again confulted the {lars and the evil-fpirits, and’ hav- 
ing gained the required knowlecdpe, returned to Biferta. The 
two months dlapfed, and Marhulaito having alfo returned un- 
fuccefsful, a new council was held. | 

At this meeting Rodomonre ftormed more violently than 
ever, and accufed Magalone of having been bribed by the 
chriftians to delay the expedition, and Agramante inclined to 
the fame opinion; but the magician vindicated himfelf by 
difclofing his further difcoveries, The refidence of Atlantes, 
he faid, was concealed by magic, and would never be difco 
vered but by the aid of an enchanted ring, which had been 
given by Gelatron, King of Cathaia, to his daughter Ange. 
lica. This ring was fixed on her finger by additional fpells, 
and could never be feparated while her perfon remained un- 
defiled, As a teftimony of his veracity, the old fage pro- 
phefied, in the beginning of his fpeech, that he fhould die 
when he had made the difclofure, and he fell dead accord. 
ingly. Agramante, ftruck with the prodigy, refolved to 
poftpone the war until the ring could be obtained, and the 
any ewig hero found; but Rodomonte, recovering from an 
unufual, but momentary impreflion, quitted the council and 
the fhore in wrath, determined fingly to profecute the war. 
Agramante then proclaimed that whoever produced the ring 
fhould be rewarded with the crown aud kingdom of Tangier; 
an obfcare individual, named Brunello, undertook the tafk, 
and thus affairs ftood at the time when Agramante fent to {c- 
jicit the aid of Marfiglio. 

The third book relates, that the Chriftian warriors at Bel- 
grade, to whom this narrative is imparted, refolve, without 
lofs of time, to affemble their forces, and convene their allies ; 
the general hopes ate, however, greatly damped by the de- 
feGion of Orlando. Meanwhile Rodomonte, anticipating 
conqueft and glory to himfelf, affembles his army, and em- 
barks at Algiers, deaf to the prayer of his pilot, who, appre. 
henfive of an approaehing ftorm, vainly folicits a {hort delay. 
The obitinacy of Rodomonte, who alike difbetieves in 
Heaven, Hell, and all fupernatural agency, introduces a de- 
{cription of the malignant forcerefs ‘Grgarida, the friend of 


the Pagans, inferior in power only to Atlantes, who impa- 
tiently waits for the difcovery of Ruggiero, with the meant 
of which fhe is well acquainted. _ , 

“ The acquifition of Angelica’s Ring” forms the fabjee 
of the fourth book. Orlando, irritated at the delays:of An- 
gelica, who whenever fhe wanted his aid oy a to reward 
lig love, but always found fome excufc 
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promife, began to revolve in his mind the alternative of 'pof- 
feffing her by force. His illicit paflion, and his mode of life, 
had corrupted his virtues; his mind was under the dominion 
of every evil influence, and open to the fpells of Urganda, 
when Brunello arriving at Albracca, by flattery and fubtilty 
infinuated himfelf into his favour and gained his confidence. 
By the agency of this bafe traitor, a fleeping potion was ad- 
minifteredto Angelica, and Orlundo committed a rape on her 
perfon, while Brunello, who was permitted to be prefent, 
{tole from her finger the enchanted. ring, and having alfo 
flolen Orlando’s arms and horfe, made his efcape. 

The fubje& of the fifth book is the “ Difcovery of Rug- 
giero.”’ On the return. of Brunello with the Ring, Agra, 
mante fet fail for Teneriffe. Urganda, by her power, having 
called At!anies away to a confultation of magicians, the troops 
of Agramante landed,.and the virtue of the ring having dif- 
pelled the mift which concealed it, faw the tower which was 
the abode of Ruggiero, 1t was, however, completely inac- 
ceflible, but Ruggiero, lured toward the fhow by martial dif; 
play, was luppits with arms anda horfe by Brunello. He 
foon vanquifhed every one ina tournament, and being ex- 
tolled by Agramante, embarked with him to fight againg 
Charlemagne. Then follows a {cene of conteft between 
Urganda and Atlantes. Their mutual rage produces an erup- 
tion of Etna, and a florm, which falls with fatal violence on. 
the fleet of Rodomonte, and, after a calm of a month’s dura- 
tion, finks fame of his veffels, and fo f{catters the reft, that 
neatly another elapfes before they unite, in a miferable flate, 
in the Bay of Genoa. Atlantes having returned home in 
defpair, is vifited by Meliffa, a fairy, the protectrefs of the 
family of Rinaldo, the houfe of Mont Albano. She withes 
him to affociate with her in fulfilling the deftiaies of Rug- 

iero, but he declines, and leaves him to Fate. The fai v 
then, affuming the form of Atlantes, appears to Ruggiero in a 
dream, By Bs of his future glory, chiefly to be acquired 
in fupporting the chriflian caufe, and to be effeéted by his 
falling in love with a lady. whom he is to fee at Roncef- 
valles. 

An the fixth book, ‘* Rodomonte lands in Italy,”’ bearing 
down with irrefiflible force the army ot Arcimbaldo, -King 
of Lombardy, who lofes his life in oppofing him,. and the 
total deflruétion of whofe troops 18 only prevented by the 
timely arrival of Rinaldo, Dudon, and Otho. Thefe Pa- 
ladins perform, great exploits, but Dudon being ftretched 
fenfelefs on the field in an encounter with Malabuferzo, is 
taken prifgner, and carsjed om fhip-board. Rodomonte. apd 
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Rinaldo agreed to meet in fingle combat the next morning, 
and the general fight continues till night parts the comba- 
tants. Pi 

‘*¢ The Spell of Urganda” is the title of the feventh book. 
Rodomonte arofe long before day to meet Rinaldo on the 
appointed fpot in the Alps, but miftaking his way, he was 
entangled in a wood, from which emerging, he found him- 
felf in France, and then perceiving that he could no longer 
hop? to keep his appointment, he determined to join Mar- 
fig ioin Spain. In his a he was met by a knight, armed in 
{plendid mail, except his head, which was.bare, and by him 
defied to the combat, unlefs he would do him homage. This 
knight declared himfelf to be Ferrai, whofe fkin was inval- 
nerable. He related the caufe of his being without a helmet, 
and declared his determination to feize that of Rodomonte, 
They engaged ; but their doubtful conflict was terminated by 
the arrival of a meffenger from Marfiglio, who announced 
that that monarch was haflening to attack Mont Albano in 
the abfence of Rinaldo, and expected the affiftance of 
Ferrau. Rodomente immediately tendered his affiftance, 
and they departed together, But ene who knew by 
her art that Rodomonte was to meet his fate at Mont Albano, 
although fhe knew not how or by whom, raifed in the way a 
temple of magical contrivance, into whith Rodomonte en- 
tered, and was benumbed by a f{pell from which he would not 
be delivered in lefs than twelve months. 7 

In the meantime Rinaldo had reached the fpot fixed on for 
the confli@, and after long waiting in vain, returned to the 
Camp. Ferraii had now joined Marfiglio, and old Amon 
was clofely befieged in Mont Albano. ‘The news having 
reached’the ear of Rinaldo, he immediately repaired to the 
fpot, and his known arms greeted the fight of his father, 
when reduced to the deibole extremity. - Marfiglio, feeing 
the advancing fuccour, implored Ferra immediately to ad- 
vance againft it; but he, underftanding that Rinaldo led the 
hoft, declined to affail him, whom Rodomonte had referved 
for himfelf. Marfiglio therefore proceeded with the greater 
part of the army to meet Rinaldo, while Ferrai having burnt 
the gate of Mont Albano, pore with a fmall party to take 
pofleffion of the place. Rinaldo fpeedily vanquilhed the 
oppoling foe, who fled in conflernation, and Ferrau, although 
invulnerable, being unable to ftand againft a maffy floneloofed 
on him by Amon, was carried fenfelefs from the field, and 
would have, been taken prifoner, but for the heroic felf-de= 
votion of Grandonio, who loft his life in fight with the Pa- 
jadin, for the fingle purpofe of gaining a reipite ots. 
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The enemy being completely routed, the Chriftians held ¢ 
council. Rinaldo being informed by a captive that Rodo- 
monte was near, and iffuing forth to encounter him, falls 


into the ips of Urganda. The chriftians hoping to fee 


the conflict, alfo fallied forth, Urganda raifed a magic {peéire 
of two knights, reprefenting Rinaldo and Rodomonte, which 
they putfued for feveral days, from place to place, until 
they ‘* pitched their difordered tents in Roncefvalles plain.” 
Suck is the bufinefs of the eighth book, which from is 
principal incident, is named, “* the deliverance of Mont- 
Albano.” 

The ninth book again brings Orlando to notice. Struck 
with remorfe and fhame, the moment he had perpetrated his 
crime, he retired to his own chamber, and falling, after 
many painful thoughts, into an uneafy flumber, was warned 
by a fupernatural monition, of the evils which would arife 
to the chriftian caufe from his defeétion, of the death of a}) 
the knights of Charlemagne, and of himfelf. Springing 
immediately from his couch, he armed and iffued forth be- 
fore day, and travelled toward the fcene where his valour 
might be of ufe, ina flate of the fevereft mental affliction 
and remorfes Brunello’s much more fpeedy arrival at 
Biferta is accounted for by the magical agency of Urganda; 
at this period the arrival ws Agramante with his holt in Spain 
is defcribed. The news of Marfiglio’s defeat, and Charle- 
magne’s vain purfuit reaching the Moors, they determine, 
by the advice of Sobrino, to lofe no time, but attack the 
Chriflians at Roncefvalles, where they have {fo imprudently 
ftationed themfelves. Charles, apprehenfive of fuch an at- 
tack, was preparing to withdraw his troops from a place 
where they were hemmed in by rocks, and where their 
retreat might be cut off; but before he could put his 
refolves in execution, the army of the infidels appeared in 
view. At this period, the fairy Meliffa had an interview 
with Bradamante, the filer of Rinaldo, in which fhe fore- 
told to her the love of Ruggiero, his converfion, their union, 
and the glorious progeny that fhall {pring from it. 

In the tenth book begins the Roncefvalles fight, and it is 
chiefly occupied in defcribing that which forms its title, 
** the explons of Ruggiero ;” for the Pagans were generally 
triumphant, and principally by means of the promifed 
warrior. Urganda beheld with delight the confli& in which 
i greateft of the Chriflian heroes prefent were. over- 
thrown, 

The next book’ continues to defcribe the fame carnage, 
which rages uncontrouled, until Charles himlelf, with the 
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knights who form his body-guard enter the field, making a 
vain attempt to ftay the fury of the Pagans. Amon, not 
meaning to fly, is borne from the field by a crowd of fugi- 
tives, to a place of fafety. Juft-at this time, Ruggiero pur- 
fuing fome warriors who fought to efcape him, arrives at a 
place where Bradamante lies afleep, invifible to the Chrif 
uians, but feen by him, . She wakes; he addreffes her in 
terms of admiration; they remember their fupernatural re~ 
velations; he agrees to become a Chriftian; fhe to be his 
wife; Meliffa wafts them to fairy realms, and in an en- 
chanted glafs, fhows them the future honours of their 
line. : | 

«¢ There might he mark, as mov’d his natal ftar, 

Three mighty realms fucceffive honours fhare : 

Ferrara firit, by Brunfwick’s fame furpafs’d.” 


But Urganda, who faw Ruggiero thus taken from the 
field, repaired to Ferrau, who Pe not yet appeared, being 
ftationed in the rear with the referve, and brought him,to 
complete the deftruétion of the Chriftian army. Charles 
had previoufly flain Marfiglio, but. now his own hour was 
come, for Ferrat, having killed Prafildo, advances, again{t 
him. Urganda, by a {pell, conceals his,danger from his own. 
army, and he falls beneath the force of the invulnerable, 
Pagan. 

Thus hopelefs is the Chriftian caufe at the eleventh book. 
The twelfth relates “* the return of Orlando.” This hero, 
haftening to the {pot, in hopes. of effacing his.crime by ex- 
emplury fervice to his. fovereign and, religion, faw from a 
brow overlooking the field, the miferable {tate of the Chrif- 
tion army. The Pagans appalled at this fight, and fill more, 
at the well-known found of his horn, fight feebly, and a 
general terror pervades even the bravelt : 


«© Then firt did Agramante’s penfive foul 
A melancholy thought to Libya roll; 

‘ben honour, power, and fafety left behind 
Rofe, bat too late, in his defponding mind,’” 


Orkando rufhing through the oppofing legions, haftens to 
aflail this prince who maintains a combat, without hope of 
fuccefs, but merely that he may fell in a manner not unwor. 
thy his rank and fame. When, after a vigorous conftiét, 
he lies proftrate, the Chriftian offers him life, if he will em- 
brace the true faith: the pagan refufes the boon, and exults that 
the death of Charlemagne has preceded his own, thus fir 
conveying to him.the knowledge of that afflictive mie 
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After the death of this chief, the rout becomes general, 
and Ferrat, bafe in fear as he had been favage in fuccefs, 
js among the [wifteft to fly. . Urganda, after vainly attempt- 
ing to perfuade him to ftay, breathes flame, which deftroys 
his hore. He continues to fly on foot; Orlando purfues; 
having paffed one ftream, another m nr his progrefs, which 
when Ferrati is preparing to leap, the {peétre of Argalia ap- 

rs and unnerves him with terror. Orlando overtakes 

im, and ftriking him:down with a portion: of rock, throws 

upon him fragment after fragment, until crufhed and fmo- 
thered, he dies. » ws 303 4 ' 

The field is now defolate and filent, and Orlando, feeing 
the general accomplifhment. of what had been revealed to 
him in the night of his-difgrace at Albracca, mufes on and 
rather repines at his own efcape, preferring death to life 
with tarnifhed fame, and juftly dreading to meet his wife, 
the injured Alda. But his ‘death is now to be wrought, and 
by a hand moft bafe. Urganda, difappointed in every hope; 
at Jaft finds Brunello, and as the ring which was purloined 
from Angelica, will diffolve everv enchantment, fhe dire&s 
him to wedge it on an arrow, ‘and fhoot at Orlando, whofe 
charmed invulnerability muft then proteé&t him no more. In 
obedience to this command, he twice affays the exploit, but, 
annerved by fear, fails fo intirely, that the enraged enchan- 
trefs feizing him with peftilential grafp, deftroys him on the 
fpot. She then takes the arrow, and fhoots, 


** Then twang’d the bow—too fure that arrow flew; 

But her fpells ended as the ftring the drew, 

Her wand, her circle loft at once its power: 

The Demons mock’d her, and obey’d no more. 

__ Ev’n life itfelf, of yore by nature's courfe 

Forfeit and ftill preferv’d by magick’s force, . 

Now vanifhing, her carcafe left behind 

Was as a corfe long fince to death refign’d, 

Flethlefs and finewlefs : and ev’n the bone 

Goaw’d by the cank’ring tooth of feafons gone. 

‘Then too, when the (forgetting Heav’n’s beheft) 

Againf a chriftian chief her arms addrefs’d, 

All fpells by her enchantment wrought, where’er ~ 

Her voice had reach’d, within the human fphere, _ 

O’er the Earth’s ample furface,.in the deep; 

In tombs where the forbad the’ dead to fleep, ee aid 

In the extended circuit of the air, =~ os i 8 : 
~ In hell itfelf for the was potent there, ~ : pet 

* Bach fabrick fhe. had rais’ for manyan age,” $30 
Works of her malice os ungovern’drage,” < -: go? 
Quick 
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Quick as fantaftick viGions difappear’d: 
And fuch an elemental erath ay sa: 


Echoing from héav’n to hell, from hell to heav’n, — 
As if the frame of Earth in twain were riv’p.”” 


Her effort, however, is fuccefsful. Orlando falls, -mor- 
tally wounded, and new-born Hope’ in{piring holy rapture, 
he clofes his life in prayers.’ ° * ° : . 

Such is the Poem, the fubje& of which we thought it our 
duty to fubmit to the full underftanding of our readers by fe 
copious a detail. é as otis 

Againft its contrivance, judging it by the eftablithed rules,. 

we have nothing to objeét. ft has a good and obvious moral ; 
a regular beginning, middle and end; and all the incidents 
fairly arife out of the’ beginning, and conduce toward'the 
end. ) 
It is the opinion of 'fome, that an Epic Poem ‘fhoald by 
fome ftrong leading circumftance, peculiarly intereft: the | 
country to which its author belongs. If Mr. Wharton is:at 
all fwayed by this opinion, he has made but a feeble autempt 
to give Britifh intereft to his work, by communicating ito 
the reader an indiflin@ notion that the Houfe of Brunfwick 
derives its defcent fromthe Union between Ruygiero and 
Bradamante. Such an incidental derivation, after the lapfe 
of {6 many centuries, can give us no intereft in perfons 
who never faw, nor did their progeny ever fee, nor were 
they ever conneéted with, or known tothe Britifh people, 
until in very recent times; the Houle of Brunfwick af. 
feended the throne. But it was the Britifh connetion with 
that Houfe, and not its ‘heroie defcent, which fir gave 
it title; and the virtues which have endeared the fovereigns 
and princes of that houfe'te the people of thefe realms are 
too felfifhly contemplated as ‘Britifh, to’ allow any: intrufion 
of foreign fympathy...Mr. Whartdn’s pretenfions to infufe 
a national intereft into his.ftory, are chiefly detailed in the 
firft paragraph of his preface, and in the following note on a 
paffage inthe eighth book. . . 


"© | believe the defcent of the Houfe of Brunfwick from that 
of Efte is well afcertained. Ariofto.confidently derives the latter 
from Ruggiero and Bradamant,.and upon his authority 1 have 


fuppofed the cafe to be fo.” 


_ But the ftruéture of the fable appears tous to be; in apo- 
ther refpeét, exceedingly injudicious. ” The poet has'‘claimed 
fome credit for an ‘*, attempt to reduce the Juxuriance of the 
Italian Fable within fome rule and ‘limit ;”° but’ in’ fae; ws 
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has fo contrived his narrative, that the Italian and the Engs 
lith fable cannot exift together, The adventures deferibed 
in this poems cannot have been achieved, nor can the cataf- 


trophe have becn brought about in the way here defcribed, 
unlefs we rejett altogether, the narratives of the fuppofed 
Aachbifhop Tarpin, of Boyardo, of Berni, and of Ariotio. 

Before we offer a few further obfervations on this fubjeét,. 
we fhall briefly notice what is called the machinery or fuper- 
natural agents in this Pocm. Speaking of the epic medi- 
tated by Dryden, Dr. Johnfon, preferring the guardian 
angels of kingdoms to all other fupernatural interventions, 
ipeaks of thofe generally ufed in Romance in thefe terms. 

The. furprifes and terrors of enchantments, which have 
fuceeeded to the intrigues and oppolitions of pagan deities, 
afford. very firiking {cenes, and open a vaft extent to the 
imagination; but, as Boileau obferves (and Boileau will be 
feldom found miftaken,) with this incurable defect, that, 
mm aconteft between Heaven and Hell, we know at the be. 
ginning which is to prevail. 

Mr. Wharton’s poem does not exhibit this confli&. His 
machinery is fparingly, though effectually ufed. The ter. 
rible and malignant Urganda aéts no more than without 
fatigue to the reader fhe ought, and Atlantes, fruggling, 
though without rebellious pride or prefumptuous obitinacy, 
againit the decrees of Heaven is defeated, not by immediate 
imerpofition, but by the due agency of fubordinate caufes ; 
and the mild fairy Meliffa does littke more than difclofe the 
refolves of Fate, and contribute, by gentle means, to their 
accomplifhment. Thus, the furprifes and terrors of ens 
chantment are produced, without the drawback of an ant 
cipated refult, or the langour refulting from a ftruggle evi- 
dently ineffe€tual, and the reader, at laft, feels the force of 
Urganda’s defpairing complaint, 


«< But wherefore fhould I hope? does ever {cheme 
Plann’d for Man’s curfe, but with his bleffing teem ? 
No—curfes on the baby fpells 1 frame ! 

Ufelefs is wifdom—Magick but a name.—’** 


-We come now to notice the charaéters ; and on this fub- 
je&t, we are moft forcibly ftruck with the injudicious des 
parture of the author from the courfe purfued by his pres 
deceffors. There is in fable, asin hiftory, a fort of chartered — 
opinion derived from the general admiffion of certain facts 
and characteriftics, which when invaded all pleafure is de. 
firoyed. Between two contradi€tory reprefentations we 
are obliged,to feck for fomething like truth, and the very 
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application of the mind to fuch a fearch, puts it out of that 
{tate in which sy pleafure can be derived from fi&tion. 
In hiftory we fhould be incenfed againft the writer who 
fhould reprefent Alfred as a fool, or the Black Prince asa 
coward; nor fhould we be lefs difgufted with a fiétion 
which fhould make Venus chafte, Diana wanton, and Her- 
cules a mere robber and the affociate of Cacus. 

Not different from thefe, are the fenfations with which we 
view the degradation of the Chriftian hero Orlando, into 
‘the meaneft and moft filthy ruffian that ever difgraced the 
annals of crime, or overloaded the pages of fi€tion. Were 
this hero lefs particularly noticed, for the endowments of his 
heart, by all who have mentioned him in their writings, the 
very title of knight, or more particularly of Paladin, 
fhould have refcued him from the bafe fcene of confpiracy 
and rape in which he is made to appear ; and we fhould not 
have been difgufted by the narrative of fo offenfive an af, . 
degraded to the loweft degree of grof{nefs, being commit. 
ted in the prefence of Brunello, who holds Angelica’s hand, 
and fteals the ring, the moment the charm is diffolved. 
Ariofto deems the mere faét of fo high-gifted a hero falling 
in love with a pagan woman, a fufficient caufe for thé affli€tion 
he afterwards undergoes in the lofs of his fenfes; but far 
from degrading him by fo beaflly a rape, he feems to think 
that even Rodomonte would have been unworthy of a Chriftian 
{word, if he had not been prevented from committing fuch 
a crime with the beautiful Ifabella. This transformation of 
Orlando’s charaéter muft difpleafe two claffes of perfons; 
thofe who have read the Italian poets, and thofe who have 
not. The firft muft feel as we do on the fubject; the latter 
will probably take no intereft in a man, whom they have 
oot of by name as a madman, and whom they find from 
his aéts to be a low and contemptible villain. His repent. 
ance, his agony, and his death do net reconcile him to the 
reader. 

But while we ftrongly cenfure the a&t in which Orlando 
is made to engage, we {hall not be fo unjuit as to deny that 
his charaéter is drawn with {kill, and that pride, luft, and 
idlenefs have very {trong and cogent operations in occafion- 
ing his fall. The moral is good, but the perfon through 
whom it is to be conveyed is ill fele&ted, The followin 
lines fhow much {kill and judgment in the pourtraiture o 
character. | 


Gg «© Nurs'd 
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t¢ Nurs’d as Orlando was in every art 
Which grace or ftrength can to the limbs impart ; 
In all the various ways of war imbued, 
And {kill’d to rule whate’er his arm fubdued ; 
Tho’ eloquent with ready tongue to frame 
All nations’ pee where’er he wandering came ; 
Tho’ every depth of feience us’d to fean 
With nice perception; yet he knew not nian. 
Swoln with what he alone of men poffett, 
And arrogant, he fcarcely mark“d the reft. 
So far beneath himfelf he deein’d the race, 
That none furpaffing feem’d in fame or place; 
Nor might the nobleft knight more favour find 
From his proud heart, than one of humble kind. 
Scornful, but looking ‘till with jealoufy 
On al! whofe prowefs forc’d them on his eye, 
What wonder that he lov’d the falfe repofe 
Which Flattery o’er the fefter’d fancy throws f’” 


From Orlando, we naturally turn to Ruggiero, who is 
evidently the favourite, although not the hero, of Ariofto, 
and certainly the hero and favourite of Mr. Wharton. He 
is the moft uninterefting hero that ever loaded the pages of 
a fiction. He is introduced as a full grown babe, never 
trufted from his tutot’s fight; his a€tions have nothing 


original in them; he is never out of the leading ftrings of 
predeftiuation; he yoms an army and is received as a pro- 
mied boon from magic; he fails, and we hear nothing of 

his voyage; he fights and conquers for half a day while the 
~ molt formidable of his foes are abfent; he is conduéted to a 
miftrefs who accepts his love becaufe fhe has been told of 
bim by a fairy; he becomes a Chriflian, becaufe he is told 
it is his tate; and he as led off by the Fairy to be chriflened 
and married, and to be brought forward again when wanted. 
A hero fo infigmficant was never feen; nor can any in- 
ftruétion be derived from his condu&. © His valour. is not 
tried by any ferious refiftance; nor his wifdom by contra- 
di¢tion ; his fortitu + is not proved by adverfity, his mag- 
nanimity by fuccei., nor his love by jealoufy, feparation, 
uncertainty or delay. He is a mere air-bubble on a bow! of 
cream. 

Rodomonte is drawn with more care; grave, felf-fufficient, 
cruel, rough and impious; in all thefe he is equalled by 
Ferrat, unul this Pagan in his laft moments fhows himfelf in 
a fiuation unknown to Rodomonte, and exhibits the uafe- 
ful leffon that ina day of fevere and real trial, the brutal — 
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cruel are very likely to fhow. themfelves cowards. The 
terror and overthrow of Ferral are very beautifully told, 
but we fhall not extraét them, referving the room fora de- 
fcription of the prevalence of envy and jealoufv in the 
mind of Rodomonte, on the expeéted arrival of Ruggiero 
in Biferta, which we deem not lefs beautiful, and exceeds 
ingly fkiltul. 


«© At length th’ appointed hour arriv’d, and all 
The princes met in Agramante’s hall, 
A chill, like horror, ran through Ulien’s foa: 
The kings he counted ent’ring one by one; 
And as the chief, from whom their hope fhould claim 
The dreaded rival of his former fame, 
As Marbulafto pafs’d, the Sarzan’s eye 
Was dim, and fearce if any youth was by 
He knew at firft: till by a better fight 
Inform’d, and miffing the predicted knight, 
The flath of indignation o’er him broke, 
And infolent in triumph thus he fpoke.-= 


Before we quit Rodomonte, we fhall point out to the 
reader a fpecimien of coarfenefs, which feems moft unnecef- 
farily and unworthily fixed on him. When Ferrati requefts 
a fulpenfion of the combat between them that he may hear 
the news brought by Marfiglio’s meflenger, Rodomonte 
fas 


‘© In truth, Sir Knight! return’d the Satzan King,. 
Of couttefy my foul is not the fpring. 

To flay thee is my will; but, fo it be : 
Ere evening clofe, an hour weighs not with me.” 


We pafs over the numerous chara&ters which ate mote 
flightly, though fometimes more judicioufly drawn, as 
Charles and Amon, 0 and Sobtmo; the wife who 
{peak only to be difregarded, and the brave who perith only 
. to be named, that we may more particularly direét the at- 
tention of the reader to the charaéter of Urganda, which is 
drawn at large, and ably and confiftently fultained through. 
out. We haveextratted the verfes which defcribe her dif- 
folution ; to them we refer the readet as a fpecimen, affur- 
ing him he will find her the fubje& of many in no wile 
inferior, The poet feems to have communicated fome of 
his genius to a modeft anonymous artift, who has embel- 
lithed the volume with a mafterly delineation of the enchan- 
trefs fitting on the flames of A2tna. . 

We fhall now proceed to notice the -compofition of the 
Gg?Z Poem. 
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Poem. The verfe, as our readers will have perceived, is 
the heroic of ten fytlables with rhyme. ‘The poet has not 
bound himfelf to the meafured regularity of Pope, but has 
rather aimed at the fluent freedom of Dryden. ufing triplets 
frequently, and Alexandrines occafionally ; nor do we cen- 
fure him tor this licenfe. Formed as Englifh metre is, from 
the example of the two great poets juft named and their 
difciples, we hardly expect to be obliged to reprehend a 
well-educated poet tor numerous faults in verfification, Mr. 
Wharton is entitled to all the praife of correétnefs, and we 
fhould not point out the following deviations, but to refcue 
ourfelves from the imputation of prailing or blaming with- 
out exaét difcrimination, 


The following is a falfe rhyme, 


*© Abforb’d he ftcod: his eyes were blank and dim, 
And vacant, as unfelt the folar beam ;’’ 


and many fimilar inflances might be produced. 

lu the next couplets, a falfe accent is given to the fub. 
ftlantive récord. A record is the techical name of a law- 
procecding, 


“ And, mufing on records of glory, thought 
Of the renown’d exploits in Colchos wrought.” 


Again, 


«¢ Who through th’ obfcure records of heroes dead 
. Their fame fhall refcue from Oblivion’s fhade ?’? 


Some lines are hard, and have the words too much in- 
verted ; as 


‘¢ Him filence nought like threats could tempt to break.’ 


Some would be confidered as too flat and puerile, like | 
thofe which Pope cen{fures in Ambrofe Philips; and fuch as 
the following, it would be difficult for the author to defend 
againfl the charge of affectation. 


*¢ Not lefs tremendous than Pitchinka’s form, 
Tow’ring above the volume of the ftorm, 

Or Chimboraco (when o’er Lima’s wall | 
Convuls’d they nodded and denounc’d its fall), 
Orlando from the Pyrenean brow 

Frown’d o’er the {cene of death that raged below.” 


Surely lefs labour and founds lefs unufval to the. ear 
would have conveyed to the mind the fimple propofition that 
a here 
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. 
a hero frowning upon a rock, looked as tremendous as a rock 
upon a rock. 

We fhall only further obferve on this part of the fubjeét, 
that the author fometimes defcends to puerilities of thought 
which are unworthy of his general powers; as where he 
fays that in the bringing up of Ruggiero, : 


‘¢ The pith of Lions was his only food.” 


Sull more puerile is the ufe made of the number twelve 
in the feventh Book. At fwe/ve o’clock at night Urganda 
forms her charm. 


coe # # & © © Be tavelve, the faid, 

My fpell’s firm bafe! and be my fpell obey’d! 

She rais’d her ebon wand: the ftedfaft earth 
Heav’d underfoot, and groan’d in throes of birth. 
Txvelve times the fhock was felt, the found was heard ; 
Then flowly riding up a mafs appear’d 

Of ftone unhewn, like a plain chapel made, 

But that its name from north to fouth was laid. 
Twelve {ides it had, tavelwe windows ; every fide 
Twelve cubits was in height, and twe/ve was wide, 
Each window was three cubits wide, ai.l four 

In height ; of double amplitude the door ; 

* * * * apparent to the view were laid, 

Twelve flag-ftones, of the blackeft marble made,”” 


A magic figure is there, and when Rodomonte and this 
figure have fhared the /we/ve paces between them, the knight 
is caught and held in enchantment for fwe/ve months, 

Similies, as they are generally denominated, abound in this 
poem, and many of them are full of fire and extremely 
correct. We obje& to the too general ufe of the term 
fimile, when, in fat, nothing is produced but an exemplifi- 
cation, on the ground fo well explained by Dr. Johnfon in 
his life of Addifon, This poem affords many. illuftrations 
of both figures: we fele€t two, from the fame book, (the 
eighth) and from the fame f{cene; that where Rinaldo waits 
in vain for Rodomonte. 


‘© Thus when fome youth, whofe fervid fuit infpires 
Her whom his foul adores with equal fires, 
Has wrung confent from her unwilling li 

To hear his vows when every guardian fleeps, 
Anxious he waits her: if approaching founds 
Creep on his ear, his throbbing heart rebounds : 

If ftill fhould be the night, he thinks he hears ; 

His hard fetch’d breath deceives his flatter’d ears, 
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And oft he ftarts as if the fair were nigh ; 
Till, as the morning fprings, his expectations die.’’ 


Now it is eafy to perceive that this is no fimile; it is a 
mere exemplification, A lover waits for his miftrefs, jutt 
as a hero waits for his opponent; both liflen with great 
anxiety ; and both are deceived, and ultimately difappointed., 
But when one apprehenfion arifing in the mind obliterates 
every other thought, it is well illuilrated by a fimile. 


«¢ Quick as this thought was kindled in his breaft 
It rul’d alone, abforbing all the reft, 

As night with fable ftole advancing fhrowds 

The various hues that tinge the weftern clouds.’’ 


The following illuftration of the effe&t of a general burg 
of applaufe, after a judicious harangue, we deem extremely 


happy. 


‘© He ended: as when, ceas’d the folemn prayer, 

‘The pealing organ burfts upon the ear, 

Their mingled notes unnumber’d voices raife, 

And loudly fwell the fymphony of praife ; 

So did th’ affexibled kings with loud acclaim 

Applaud Sobrino’s word, and hail their warrior’s fame.” 


It was intended to extraét from this Poem feveral paffages 
which we deem exquifitely beautiful, and highly creditable 
to the poet, but the length to which this article already ex- 
tends, prevents us. From among them we fhould particu- 
larly point out to: thes reader, the appearance and death ot 
Magalone, in the fecond Book; the defeription of Albracca, 
in the fourth; the death of Charlemagne, in the eleventh; 
and the effeét of Orlando’s appearance, and his combat with 
Agramnante ‘in the twelfth. There are alfo many others 
which we do not enumerate 

Thus have we, with our bett care, performed the duty of 
reviewing, that which rarely falls under our obfervation, a 
regular heroic poein, They who have no delight in criti- 
cifm unlefs it is cruel and ievere, may think we have been 
too mild in the expofure of faults, and lament that our 1e- 

view fupplies no taunting remazk, which may be epigrain- 
matically wfed to wound the author's feelings. ‘To them we 
offer no apology or vindication. The friends of Mr. 
Wharton, on the contrary, may think that we have too 
ferupuloufly looked through the volume in fearch of 
blemifhes, and have dade the faults we found too con- 
{fpicuous. We fhould be forry for fuch a mifconception, 
4 for 
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dor we feel heartily difpofed to praife, whenever we can do 
fo confiflently with juflice; and we have, in difclofing our 
opinions on this poem, carefully abflained from the ule of 
ironical or farcaftic expreffions, and burlefque allufions and 
illuftrations. | 

On the whole, we cannot but regret that Mr. Wharton 
has written this poem. We confider it a wafle of talent, 
genius and fire, which might have been far more advantage. 
oully Pager cd on a national, heroic poem of the firft cha. 
racter. We cannot confider an epic as an efflay. No man 
has produced two which were excellent; and few have pro- 
duced a betrer than their firft. The union of fancy, me- 
mory, end judgment is eminently neceflary to perfection, 
and when exher of thefe faculties has been ufed at the exe 
pence of the others, their fubfequent co-operation is difs 
ficult, if not impoflible; fervently to be wifhed, but fearfully 
to be hoped. 



































Art. III. The Truth and Confiflency of Divine Revelatien: 
with fome Remarks on the contrary Extremes of Infidelity 
and Enthufiafm, in Eight Difcourfes delivered before the 
Univerfity of Oxjord, in the Year 1811, at the Leéure 
Sounded by the late Rev. Jahn Bampton, Canon of Salifbury, 
By John Bidlake, D. D. of Chrift Church, Oxford. Chap- 
lain to their Royal Highneffés the Prince of Wales and Duke 
of Clarence. 8vo.- 250 pp. 8s. Oxford, printed; London, 
Longman and Co, 1811. 


I is a very melancholy circumftance, which we have to 
relate‘ at the commencement of our review of thefle 
Difcourfes, namely, that the learned author, in the fhort 
{pace of time that has elapfed fince the delivery of them, 
has become totally blind, to the great concern of all con- 
nected with him. He was’ feized, as we underfland, with 
fevere illnefs, in the very pulpit, while preaching one of 
his leétures ; and in-the pretace he informs us, not only that 
he h.s been ever fince 10, incapacitated, as to be unable ta 
correct his own pages, but thaveven for the delivery of fome 
of his difcourfes, he was indebted to the kind afliftance of 
friends. We are particularly induced to notice thele, 
circumflances, becaufe we believe it to be intended to pro- . 
mote, as far as poflible, a fecond edition of the leftures, 
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for the exprefs benefit of the unfortunate author * ; and if we 
confider how many worfe books meet with fuch patronage in 
the courfe of every year, we feel almoft entitled to enforce 
this charitable demand on the public, by every means in our 
power. The moft obvious ftep undoubtedly is, to fatisfy 
the world, that it will not, at all events, be any watfte of 
money, to buy the book ; for if this be really the cafe, who 
can, in common charity, withhold fo juft an encouragement, 
fo becoming an aét of benevolence? The fubjeét, as it 
ftands in the title-page, muft befpeak the importance of the 
contents. It is our bufinefs, however, more particularly to 
make known, that it is well handled, and that the learned 
le€turer has ably executed the undertaking he had propofed 
to himfelf. 


From the title of the le&ture it will eafily be feen, that 


“though in the former part a clofe conneétion fubfifts 


between the feveral difcourfes, yet they are not fo necef- 
farily dependent on each other, but that they may be pe- 
rufed with advantage as detached fermons; a circumftance 
readily to be colle&ted from the table of contents, with which, 
as has been ufual in other cafes, we fhall prefent the reader, 
before we proceed to the work itfelf. 
Leéture I. Introdu€tory, On Infidelity in general. II. 
On a particular Providence in the natural World ; and: the 
erpetual Agency of a firft Caufe. . III. On the Mofaic 
Difhenfation, IV. On the Chriftian Difpenfation. V. On 
fome of the Evidences of Chriftianity. VI. On the Errors 
of Fanaticifm. VII. Obfervations on fome of the Articles 
of our Church, which are mifreprefented by miflaken Zeal. 


“VIII. The fame fubje& continued, with additional re- 


marks on fome prevailing errors. 

After the Table of Contents, Dr. Bidlake, in imitation 
of his predeceffor, Mr, Falconer, has inferted a lift of the 
Lectures, with the fubjeéts of their feveral Le&tures, from 
the commencement of the inflitution ; a meafure which, if 
not adopted every year, will, we hope, be occafionally 


repeated, for reafons which we have often before fated at 
large. 





aad 


* We have lately fecn a volume of Bampton Le@tores, (which 
we fhal! foon have occafion to notice,) reach a fecond edition 
in a very fhort time; we fpeak of Mr. Mant’s; but we 
have repeatedly had oceafion co lament the difadyantages under 
which thefe learned amd important works are publifhed, and how 
many have failed even to reach a fecond edition, that friatly de- 


. ferve to be in every clergyman’s library. 


In 
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In the firlt difcourfe Dr. B. very properly notices the 
great antiquity of all the obje€tions advanced by Infidels. 


** Let not modern unbelievers,’’ fays he, ‘* flatter themfelves 
with the idea that their fentiments are novel: all they advance, 
if it have any variety, is merely a modification of the leading 
principles of the {chools of antiquity.’’ 


There is nothing more true than this. Not only the ob. 
jeétions are old, but they have been repeatedly an{wered. 
The charatter of them alfo, is in no manner changed; it 
is flill, as the Dr. remarks, exceedingly noticeable, 


‘¢ That the opponents of a divine revelation have never been 
enabled to offer demonftration of any faéts or arguments which 
militate againft it. Their objections are all of a negative cha. 
ra¢ter, and ferve rather to evince their own malice or pertinacity, 
than to weaken the evidences of religion.’’ 


The conclufion of this difcourfe, in which the learned 
author cautions the younger part of his audience againit 
* the fallacious and feductive perfuafions of infidelity,” is 
animated and interefting, but too long for infertion; fome 
parts only can we feleét. After noticing the glaring abfur- 


dities of Atheifm, 


‘© The Deift,’”’ fays Dr. B., * chills the foul with a frigid 
apathy ; he will tell you that God is good; but has not con- 
defcended to heftow his attention on his creatures. ‘Thus he will 
teach you to hunger for the bread of life, but forbid you to ex. 
pect to tafte of it.’’—* He takes away the foundation of hope; 
he leaves us nothing to cheer the fadnefs,-or to foothe the pains 
of exiftence. We are overwhelmed with misfortune ; we are 
excruciated by pain, we linger under the tortures of difeafe, we 
pine under the Janguor of ill health. , Where is our confola- 
tion; only the help of man; of a wage Ltaag in fuch cafes, often 
cannot relieve us. We find ourfelves finking into the grave ; the 
grave which he has made for us a land of doubt and of darknefs. 
We are forbid to truft in the only power that can help us. The 
bitternefs of death is rendered ftill more bitter. We are to fee 
our deareft connections and friends dropping around us. Thofe 
whom we tenderly love, are torn afunder by the diitra¢ting fear 
of eternal feparation. Under fuch circumftances, we are per- 
fuaded to reject that Divine Comforter who offers, and can give 
that peace of mind, avhich the world cannot give. We are to 
reject the promifes of revealed religion, which alone afford ra- 
tional hope and firm conviction. Virtue, ftruggling to improve 
in the fchool of affliétion, isto fink into forgetfulnefs, and all 
moral excellence to perifh,’’—‘* When we are folicited by fome 
prgent temptation, we are not to afk grace and afliftance of God, 
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but to recal to mind the beauty of virtue; as if prefent grati. 
fication could be refifted by abftra&t conceptions. Does not this 
betray an ignorance of human nature? Is not this to forget that 
men often admire what they cannot love, and that a¢tion and 
fpeculation are very diftinét.’’ 


We fhould willingly have tranfcribed the whole of this 
addcefs, agreeing mott entirely with the worthy lecturer, ‘ that 
the pigiure is not overcharged.” 

he fecond difcourfe is upon that engging topic, the 
wifdom of God, as evinced in the works of the creation; a 
topic that has been handled by fome of our firft and greateft 
writers with admirable effet. Yet are there, in this leéture, 
many able illuftrations of particular points, bearing the air 
and character of novelty. The reader of fentiment muft 
perufe with no fmall emotions of fympathy and concern, 
the following remark on the particular goodnels and care of 
Providence, in providing for fome of the moft important 
funétions of the body, confidering that foon after the writing 
of it, the author him(elf fell into the very calamity, the evils 
of which he had taken pains to mitigate, by the pious re- 
fleftions we fubjoin. 


«« Again. In the total privation of Aghé, the faculties of 
hearing and of touch, and the mental power of memory,, are 
confiderably increafed. It is impoflible, when we remark the inge» 
nuity and the increafed fenfibility of the blind, their hearing, the 
compound nicety of their feeling, which enables them often to love 
and ‘to excel in the pratice of the arts of mufic and others, not to 
be ftruck with the goodnefs of the Almighty in thefe capacities 
of improvement and fubftitution, by which the miferies of pri- 
vation are leffened, and compenfations are admirably contrived, 
In fuch inftances, the hand, by increafed fenfibility, like the 
antennz of infects, performs the office of the fight, and the me. 
mory becomes a fubftitute for letters,” 


Moft heartily do we hope, and indeed, moft confidently 
do we feel perfuaded, that the learned lecturer himlelf par- 
ticipates, at this moment, in all thefe molt providential alle- 
viatons, of fo fad a deprivation, fo melancholy a lofs! 

The third and fourth Ietures have the fame text, John 

-17, “For the lew was given by Mofes, but grace and truth 
came by JefusChrifi.’-—U nable to give fuch fpecimens of thefe 
le&tures as we fhould have been difpofed to feleé, had the na- 
ture of our work admitted of it, we cannot refrain from making 
the following extre&, as admirably illuftrative, firft, of the true 
bearing and conneétion of the Mofaic and Chriftian difpen- 


fatiors ; fecondly, of the tranfcendent benefits’ of the me: 
n 

















Bidlake’s Bampton Le@ures. 459 


In the opening of the third leéture, the author thus explains 
the text above given. 


«¢ By thefe words it is not meant that the law only came by 
Mofes, and that grace and truth were not imparted by him; but 
that they were more clearly revealed through Chrift. The cere. 
monial law of Mofes, by the coming of the latter was abro. 
gated, and the moral law rendered more obligatory; confequently, 
truth was more fully eftablifhed, grace or pardon only ultimately 
confirmed and fealed by the atonement through the fecond cove. 
nant; and therefore, though truth and the promifes of grace 
were given by Mofes, they were finally confirmed by Chrift.’’. 


In the fourth difcourfe the great {cheme of Chriftianity 
is thus ably defcribed, 


“¢ It difplays an intereft antecedent to creation, and exerted, 
without intermiffion, from age to age. To this grand defign a 
feries of extraordinary events uniformly contributes, Nothing, 
however minute, is in reality of-fmall importance ; nothing is 
irregular or difcordant. With this view the fyftem of the world 
was framed. Heaven js interefted. God the Father facrifices 
his only and beloved Son: God the Son becomes the voluntar 
facrifice ; and the Spirit of God fanéttifies the whole. Time is 
employed in the completion of the fcheme, and eternity is to 
fupply exhauftlefs mercies. To this all the tranfactions of the 
world evidently contribute, and to this end they uniformly con- 
cur. Prophecy prediéts, and events realize the prediction. ‘The 
powers of this world are unconfcioufly or even reluctantly inftru- 
mental. Whether empires rife, or kingdoms fall; whether 
the juft fuffer, or the wicked triumph; whether faints are mar. 
tyred, of infidels perfecute; ftill the kingdom of Chrift is ad- 
vancing. The gates of hell cannot prevail againft it, and even 
death itfelf is fwallowed up in victory.” 


In the fifth difcourfe the evidences of miracle and prophecy 
are well difcuffed, and the very extraordinary fiate of the 
Jews properly infifted upon, In the Appendix we have alfo 
an excellent. addition to this difcourfe, to fhow that nothin 
lefs than miracles could have enfured the eftablifhment and 
continued the fuccefs of Chriftianity. 
~ The fixth le&ture gives a very juft account of the true 
and diftinét charaéters of fanaticifm and enthufiafm. The 
dangers to be apprehended from each, and the confequences 
to which they naturally lead. Thefe topics are but too 
fuitable to the times in which we live,-and we hope that 
the pains taken by the learned lecturer, to excite an atten- 
tion to them, will not be thrown away. The language is in 
many parts animated, and the evils to be apprehended irom 

the 


460 Bidlake’s Bampton Le&ures. 


the modern fyftem of preaching againft the efficacy of good 
works, admirably defcribed. We with it were in our power 
to notice the particular paflages to which we allude, more 
at length. . , 
In the two laft le&tures, the learned author enters upon, 
what we may call the fecond divifion of his fubjec&t. In 
our review of the labours of his fucceffor, Mr. ‘ee we 
fhall have fo much to fay upon this particular topic, that 
with regard to Dr. Bidlake, who has treated of it rather as a 
detached part of his work, we fhall briefly obferve, that what 
he has advanced upon the fubjeét, is extremely pertinent and 
good. He vindicates, with great judgment, the article on 
predeftination, from the mifreprefentations of the Calviniftic 
perty. He notices, very particularly, the omiffion of the fad 
doctrine of reprobation, and though this omiffion may feem 
to give a handle to thofe who alfume the title of moderate 
Calvinifts, yet with fuch a view as the Doctor has taken of 
the predeftination to life fet forth in the Article, we are 
brougit tothe only jull conclufion, that either the irrefpeétive 
decrees are altogether untenable, or that moderate Calvinifm 
is a phantom, an irrefpective eleétion to life, neceffarily in- 
cluding an irre[pe€tive reprobation of the non-eleé&t.—The 
following refle&lion againft the confidence of the fanatic is 
juft and good. In the-fubfequent claufe of the article, we 
meet with an affertion, which muift confound the pretenfions 
of enthufiafts ; that ‘* the infeétion of nature doth remain, 
yea, in thofe which are regenerated.—Fanaticifm entertains 
‘very different ideas of regeneration. Spiritual pride elates 
itfelf above all inferior beings. It cannot fall from grace.” 
Though we could introduce many good extraéts from thefe 
two difcourfes, were it our bufinefs to communicate all the 
information which the book affords; but which indeed, for 
obvious reafons, it would be wrong to attempt, yet we are 
anxious to introduce one paffage*more, «s of particular im- 
portance at this moment. 


‘¢ Tt is the nature of all enthufiafm to employ a language of its 
own, which confifts of words without precife ideas, which are 
current, but are the denominations not of a real, but of a fidtitiovs 
value. The peculiar and appropriate language of the Scriptures, 
applicable only to paft times and paft occafions, is employed for 
immediate occurrences ; and rar Hed the phrafes and allufions of 
the Apottolic writers are mifapplied, and degradingly familiarized 
by this fpecies of affeétation. Men of narrow minds are caught 
by fingularity, and not feldom even wickednefs may be covered 
with the delufive glofs of words. Thus errors are dignified by the 
name of trials, and every extraordinary elatiou of mind, is called 

experience. 
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experience. This deccit is dangerous; for if the commiffion of 
error be only a trial, it may follow, that the moft finfal may be 
the moft approved fervant: and if fudden elations or depreffions 
of {pirits be proof of acceptance and approbation with God, all 
religion mutt confift in feeling, and not in fact. How contrary is 
this to the Scriptures, which declare to us the moft unequivocal 
marks of juftification. ‘* He thatdoeth righteou/nejs is righteous,’’ *” 


In juftice to the worthy Le€turer, we think ourfelves 
bound to fubjoin to the above extraét, the following defence 
of his own ftriétures. 


“¢ Let me not be mifunderftood as reflecting on thofe who dif. 
fent frem the eftablifhed Church. No doubt multitudes act on 
the beft motives. Few can be accounted judges of theological 
queftions ; the great mafs of mankind may therefore be excufed 
from acting on common motives without deep refearch, Many are 
educated in principles oppofite to thofe we profefs, and every al- 
lowance muft be made for the influence of education, and the diffi. 
culty of making diftin¢tions ; but at the fame we muft difcourage 
prefumption on fubjeéts which ought always to be examined with 
the deepeft humility, and with calm deliberation. It is the great 
doctrine of the Gofpel, that we fhould always live in a ftate of fear ; 
that is, not of diftruft of the power, the truth, or the love of God, 
but a diftruft of ourfelves, left we become unworthy, and therefore 
lofe his favour: but there can be no diftruft where there is pofitive 
affurance, and where there is pofitive affurance, there cannot be 
humility. Now there is no charafter more ftrongly or frequently 
infifted on than rcligious humility. God is faid to defpife and 
abhor the proud. In the language of fanaticifm there is a parade 
of felf-debafement of the creature, and fimilar expreffions, little in. 
telligible to the logician; but where is the mild fpirit, where is 
the humble deportment, the meek and downcatt eye, the contrition 
of repentance, the trembling of awe, the expreffion of holy fear ? 
on the contrary, do we not fee undaunted confidence, open fcorn, 
proud and high looks, and every thing but modefty and forbear. 
ance. Do we not hear bold and arrogant, familiar and indecorous, 
addrefles to Heaven ; every external fign of conduct which a crea. 
ture fhould not exprefs, and which the idea of the majefty of 
Heaven fhould reftrain. There is a vanity in religious profeffions. 
The individual aims at diftin@ion. The Jews were for excluding 
all but themfelves from the promifes, The Calvinifts adopt the 
fame felfith ambition ; and could the fecret thoughts of individuals 
be {crutinized and deteéted, it would often appear, that religious 
ambition centres in felf-love. ‘Thus Providence is circumfcribed 
by the fanatic, who looks only at a part, and cannot grafp the 
waiverfal and magnificent plan,’’ 


There is but too much truth in thefe remarks; with every 
allowance 
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allowance that can be made, modern Calivin{m ts inconfiftent 
with the pure and meek fpirit of true Chriftianity. Dr. Bid- 
Jake feels and defcribes the oppofition and cenfures of thofe 
who impute to the Clergy of the eftablifhment, a departure 
from true evangelical doftrine, with a warmth and refentment 
which become him. He is not intemperate. The charges he 
repels are not always couched in terms of becoming liberality, 
yet does he not imitate this bad feature in his opponents, but 
calmly confiders the queftion, and very fairly refers it to the 
judgment and decifion of every unprejudiced and difpaffionate 
reader. We have acknowledged at the beginning of this 
Review that we were fenfible of fome fort ot bias, inclining 
us to {peak well of a work, whofe author has fallen into great 
diftrefs, in the total lofs of fight ; but we fhould do him very 
great injuftice, if we were to fuffer this acknowledgment to 
make any impreffion injurious to his reputation as a writer. 
The difcourfes undoubtedly do him great credit, and though 
not confined to one particular fubjeét, as is generally the cate. 
may be confidered as a valuable addition to the theological 
library. 





Art. IV. A concife Hiftory of tie Moors in Spain, from 


their Invafien of that Kingdtm to their final Expulfion fram it. 
By Thomas Bourke, E/g. 4to. 278 pp. Jl. Is. Rie 
vingtons. I8t1. 


THE Moors continued in unmolefled poffeffion of Spain 
for the {pace of eight hundred years, a period much ex- 
ceeding thatin which it was held by the former conquerors of 
that country, the Carthaginians and Romans. Of the real hile 
tory of Spain, while it remained under the fubjugation of the 
Moors, it is exceedingly difficult to obtain accurate and aus 
thentic knowledge. The writers on the fubje&t are either 
Arabs or Spaniards, from both of whom the inclination to fa- 
vour their refpective countrymen, may not unreafonably be 
expeted. The Spanith writers abound with all the feverity 
of reproach and invective againft the Moors; and the Moorilhr 
hiftorians, will be found, on all occafions, to exaggerate the 
virtues, the conquefts, the glory of the Mahometans ; to con- 
ceal their defeéts, and palliate their crimes. Mr, Bourke, in 
this compilation from confufed and difcordant materials; has 
prefented the reader with a hiflory, which, as it is through- 
out uniform and confiftent, carries with it the greateft proba- 

bility of being moft confonant with the real truth, 
The work confifts of four books, of which the Firft treats = 
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the Conquefts of the Arabs in Spain, till the period of the ef- 
tablifhment of the Ommiadzean Caliphs at Cordpva; compriz- 
ing from the end of the Sixth to the middle of the Eighth 
Century. 

The Second Book gives the hiftory of the Eaftern Caliphs 
tothe end of the Empire of the Caliphs of the Welt, and 
comprizes the Middle of the Eighth as far as the Eleventh 
Century. ° 

The Third Book, which is the moft interefting of the whole, 
and comprizes a large portion of time, defcribes the hiltory of 
Spain from the commencement of the Eleventh tothe Middle 
of the Fourteenth Century. 

The Fourth and laft Book, which alfo is very curious, ex- 
hibits the Origin of the Kingdom of Granada, and 1s con- 
tinued to the final Expulfion of the Moors from Spain. 

We have thus before us a well-written, authentic, and im- 
portant hiftorical document, which exhibits in one point 
of view what has hitherto been only found in detailed and 
{cattered pieces. 

The beginning of the Second Chapter, which introduces 
the reader to the illuftrious Omar, prefents a very favourae 
ble fpecimen of the ftyle and fpirit of the narrative. 


‘© The death of the Impoftor neither retarded the progrefs of 
his doétrines, nor checked the rapidity of the Arabian conquefts : 
the machinery continuing to work, though the power from which 
it had received its impulfe no longer exifted. Abou Bekir, his fa. 
ther in law, was called to the fucceflion, in preference both to 
Omar and Ali. Under this Caliph the Arabian armies, conduét- 
ed by the renowned Kaled, penetrated into Syria, and having rout- 
ed the troops of Heraclius, became matters of Damafcus. 

“* Omar, who fueceeded Abou Bekir, extended the conquefts of 
his predeceffor ftill further. He compelled Heraclius to fly from 
Antioch, poffeffed himfelf of Jerufalem, reduced all Paleftine and 
Syria, and in fhort caufed all Afia*to tremble at the prowefs of his 
invincible fquadrons. ‘The modeft Omar bore this tide of good 
fortune with exemplary moderation and humility, attributing no 
fhare in it to his own valo:r, or abilities, but wholly to the 
bounty of preternatural vers ee a And to this, at leaft, he 
may be faid to have furnifhed a kind of claim by his own condué& 
andexample, By thefe he taught his army to preferve their auf. 
tere and frugal manners, and their ftriét and provident difcipline, 
and thus to thew themfelves paramount to all the allurements of 
one of the richeft and moft fafcinating countries in the world. 
The effects of difciptine were particularly vifible at Jerufalem. 
During the fack of this city, the foldiers, who are not always very 
governable at fuch feafons, were under fuch ftrict fubordination, 
that many who had-fecured confiderable booty which they were 
haftening 
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haitening to a riate to themfelves, were feen, at a fingle figa. oe 
from their idee es trace back their fteps contentedly, sodhicliner ae 
their fpoils to be depofited in the public treafury. Nor was this 
principle of fubordination confined exclufively -to the privates in 

the army. It pervaded all orders of the fervice, and was as con- 
fpicuous in the higheft clafs of officers as among the fubalterns and 

in the ranks. Even the higheft generals, men inheriting the pride 

of kings, were fo fcrupuloufly attentive to the calls of duty, 
that, when the fervice required it, they were feen cheerfully to 
wave the privileges of their high ftations, and volunteer the du- 

ties of. the ordinary foldiers. : 

*¢ This conduct of the army is not to be wondered at, when we 
advert tothe character of their leader, who was himfelf the mof 
perfect model of fimplicity and moderation. Omar, though one 
of the richcft, and certainly the moft powerful monarch of Afia, 
was rigidly averfe to all approaches to parade or oftentation. 
When he made his public entrance into Jerufalem, he rode upon a 
extthel with his fack of rice on one fide and his leathern bottle of 
water on the othcr. In this fimple ftyle he paffed through the 
vanquifhed people, who proftrated themfelves on all fides as he. 

afled, to fupplicate his blefling and to refer their differences to 
his arbitration. Inftead of congratulating his army upon the 
blood that had been fhed, upon the value of their plunder, or any 
of the other equally delufive and inautpicious glories of conqueft, 
he harangued them fimply upon the virtues of moderation and 
true magnanimity, and while this harangue was warm upon their 
minds, he gave a lively exemplification of his precepts by pardon. 
ing the Chriftians and protecting their churches. 

* This good Caliph thortened his ftay in Jerufalem becaufe he 
knew it to be the with of his people that he fhould return to Me. 
dina. He quitted the city with the fame fimplicity with which 
he entered ir. 

‘* From Afia the arms of the faithful were next direted to 
Kgypt, where the conqueft of Alexandria was achieved by the ce. 
lebrated Amrou, one of the greateft generals of his day. It was 
at this period the famous library of the Prolemies was deftroyed, 
the lofs of which has occafioned fuch lafting regret to all the lovers 
of literature, It is rather fingular that the deftru€tion of this va- 
luabletreafure was committed to one who knew fo well to appre- 
ciate its value, Amrou being himfelf not only a poet and philofo. 

her, but a profeffed patron of learning and the arts. . We are told 
he would have fpared this library, to the folicitations of his friend 
John the Grammarian, whom he loved and refpected, but that his 
orders were pofitive, and from thefe there could be no appeal. It 
js not unlikely alfo that the wifhes of the army coincided in this 
inftance with thefe orders, the Arabs being always too partial to 
their own writings to fet any great value upon the works of other 
mations. / 


* But while Amrou was thus forced to make war on foweness 
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he diftinguifhed himfelf by a work which would not have difcre. 
dited Rome in the meridian of her glory. It was under his-direc., 
tion that the celebrated canal was formed which joined the Red 
Sea to the Mediterranean ; and we are told, that this work, fo ufe. 
ful to Egypt, fo beneficial to the commerce of Europe and Afia, 
was completed in the courfe of a very few months. 

«¢ While Amrou thus diftinguifhed himfelf in Egypt, other 
Arabian captains had croffed the Euphrates for the reduétion of 
Perfia. In the midft of their various fuccefles Omar died, and was 
fucceeded in the Catiphat by Othman, in whofe reign the con. 
quefts of the Arabs in Africa were completed, with the exception 
of fome flight refiftance they fill experienced from the. Bereberes, 
This nation of fimple fhepherds, who, even in our day, contrive 
to preferve a kind of independency, defended themfelves both long 
and bravely againft the invaders of their country. At length, 
however, they were fubdued py the Mufulman general Akba, who 
advanced, fluthed with. his fuccefs, to the wefternmott coaft of 
Africa, where his career was only checked by the infurmountable 
barrier of the Atlantic. But even this impediment could fearcely 
bridle the impetuofity of the gallant Arab, Actuated by the 
joint impulfes of chivalry and religious enthufiafm, he is faid to 
have f{purred his horfe fome diftance into the fea, exclaiming, . 
‘ God of Mahomet, do you behold this impediment ? But for 
this, and this only, I had fought out other nations to bow .to th: 
worthip and illumine with thy truths.’ Alexander, under a fimie 
lar difappointment, folaced himfelf with weeping,”’ P, 11. 


The marriage of Ferdinand, of Sicily, prefumptive heir to 
the throne of Arragon, with Ifabella, of Caftile, portended 
from the fir great'and important changes in the affairs of the 
Moors, ant ultimately led to their expulfion. After the con- 
queft of Grenada by the above-mentioned fovereigns, the 
Moors were for a time fuffered to remain; but perpetually 
haraffed by vexations and -perlecutions, till in the reign of 
Philip the Third, they were entirely and.effe€tually expelled. 
A meafure not, only involving a. deep and eternal reproach on 
the national honour, but fingularly unwife and umpolitic. 
France fagacioufly.and humanely received into its.bofom a 
hundred thoufand of thefe unfortunate wanderers, and.the re- . 
mainder returned to Africa: . 

This author, with much force and truth, traces that mifera- 
ble degradation of the Spanith’ chara&ter, which rendered it an 
cafy prey to the tyrant’s hand, who for a time, and only for a» 
time, we hope, has robbed the country of its native fovereign, 
tothe eftab}:ifiment and power of the Inquifition. This power, » 
however modifjed, did ceértainly till a very late period, ope- 
rate to the reflraint of genius, wn induftry, and coms 
merce. Yet ftrange to tell, uninftruéted by facts, enflaved 
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by bigotry, and infenfible to the nobleft energies to the hue 
man mind, agreat and numerous party fill exilts in Spain, 
who are flriving with perfevering efforts to re-eftablith this 
horrible tribunal. 

We are altogether much fatisfied with this performance, 
and wifhed to have inferted other extrafls, and particulai ly the 
defcription of the charaéter of Abdeloamin, the magnificent 
fovereign of Cordova, and the «ccount of Alhambra, but we 
have only room for the following brief notice of two diftin. 
guilhed perfons in the hillory of literature. 


« Abenzoar, or Averizoar, was defcended from a noble family 
at Seville, in which city he pra€tifed with the greateft reputation 
as a phyfician. His father and grandfather had alfo followed this 
profeffion; and the large fortune he inherited from them, placed 
him above the neceflity of practifing for profit. He therefore took 
no fees either from the pour or from induftrious mechanics, though 
he never declined them from princes or great men. He lived toa 
great age, enjoying good health to the laft, and, as he began to 
practife between his twentieth and thirtieth year, he must cer. 
tainly have had as much experience as any of his contemporaries. 
He publithed two treatifes, on diet, and on pharmacy. ‘This lat. 
tér work was fo much efteemed, that, in 1280, it was tranflated 
into Hebrew, and has been fince tranflated from that language into 
Latin by Paravicius, whofe tranflation ran through many edi- 
tions, 

‘© Avertoes, fon of the Judge of Cordova, was educated in 
Africa. -He firft tranflated Ariftotle into the Arabian language, 
and thence into Latin, and his tranflation was for a long time the 
only one inufe. His other works on the Globes, and the Res Me- 
’ dica, are ftill held in eftimation among the learned. He was rauk.. 
ed, not without reafon, among the firft of the Arabian philofophers, 
a race of men rarely very numerous where bigots or prophets pre. 
dominate. Perfons of this cait, like certain noxious trees, rarely 
permitting any falutary plants to profper within the reach of their 
exhalations. 

‘¢ The indifference which Averroes affected for all religions, 
his own not excepted, drew upon him the vengeance not only of 
the priefthood, but of all denominations of fanatics, to whofe 
malevolence he is faid to have fallen a martyr, Articles of accu. 
fation were tendered againit him to the Emperor Henry of Mo. 
rocco. In confequence of this profecution, he was condemned to 
do public penance at the gates of the Mofque, where he was ex- 

ed to the difgufting humiliation of receiving in his face the fpit- 
tle of all thofe who came, or pretended to coine, to pray for his 
converfion. To this fentence he refigned himfelf with the utmoft 
campofure, exclaiming all the while, with an energy fuperior to 


the mean and little infults of human malice, ‘ Oh let me live and 
die 
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die with the temper of a philofopher,’ He was taken off at Mo. 
roéco, anno 1206.” P. 162. 


Ina fecond edition of the work, it may be found expedi. 
entto introduce a flight Map of Spain. 





Art V. Twelve Leélures on the Subje& of the Prophecies 
relating to the Chriflian Church, Se. 


(Concluded from p. 243.) 


. 
THE fecond and third of thefe Le€tures are both preached 
from 42s i. 7; and the fubjeéts difcuffed in them are: 
‘*the feveral purpofes of prophecy, the variety of interpreta- . 
tions of fulfilled prophecies, and the expectation intended to 
be excited by thofe which are yet uatulfilled.”’ 

Dr. Pearfon enters on thefe difcuffions by proving, as 
indeed others had proved before him, that it is not among the 
purpofes of prophecy to enable interpreters to foretel future 
events; and that po/itical events are never the fubject of Scrip- 
ture prophecies, any further than as they promote or hinder’ 
the coming of Chrijt’s kingdom, or the diffufion of his re/igion 
in the world. | 


«* The general purpofe or defign of prophecy, like that of the 
whole revelation of God’s will to mankind, is to give efficacy to 
that gracious fcheme of redemption, by which it pleafed God, 
through the mediation of Chrift, to receive men again into his fa. 
vour, and to reftore them to that capacity of happinefs, which they 
had forfeited and loft by the fa//, Now it feems neceffary, in 
order to our judging rightly concerning any meafure, which is 
intended as fubfervient to the caufe of Chriftianity, and inftru- 
mental to its fuccefs, that we previoufly obtain right conceptions 
of the nature and defign of Chriftianity itfelf; and it is, I think, 
chiefly owing to the want of attending fufficiently to the true na. 
ture and delign of Chriftianity, that fo many erroneous notions 
have been entertained refpe€ting prophecy, and refpecting all thofe 
meafures of Providence, by which the caufe of Chriftianity is meant 
to be promoted.” P. 79. | | ; 


Thefe are very juft obfervations, which, if they were duly 
attendedto, would banifh many erroneous notions, on other 
fubjects than prophecy, from the church of Chrift.. This 
author draws from them various inferences of great imper-; - 
tance in the queftion before him ; but for thefe we mult refer 
tothe Leéture itfelf, and preceed to ftate the particular pur- 
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pofes, which, in his opinien, prophecy was intended to ferve, 
Thefe are chiefly tour, of which the firft and moit important 
of all is 


“I, To prove the truth, or divine origin, of Chriftianity. This 
purpofe can be anfwered by thofe prophecies only, which are al. 
ready fulfilled, and which, to thofe who duly attend to the proof, 
may be clearly fhewn to be fulfilled.”’ P. 102. 

** IJ, Another particular purpofe of prophecy is, to keep alive, 
in the minds of men, a fpirit of watchfulne/s. ‘This purpofe is 
anfwered by thofe prophecies, which are not yet fulfilled ; and it 
is evident, that, takimg things in a general view, it is belt an. 
fwered by prophecies, of which the ame of fulfilment is not exg 
a&tly known.”’  P, irr. bal 

“‘ Ti. A third particular purpofe of prophecy, at leaft of many 
prophecies of the Nea Teftament, is to caution Chriftians againit 
the evils of deception and violence”? P. 113. : 


He means the arts of deception pra€ti‘ed by impoftors, 
and the violence of perfecution by the enemies of the gofpel. 


«IV. The laf particular purpofe of prophecy, which he thinks 
it neceflary to mention, is that of affording comfort to believers of 
every age.”” P. 117. 


The author fhows, in a very we fakes manner, how. ad- 


mirably prophecy is calculated to ferve all thefe purpofes; 
after which he proceeds to account for the various interpre- 
tations that have been given of fome prophecies, which are 
allowed by every interpreter to have been already fulfilled. 
This he attributes to the nature of the evidence afforded by 
rophecy, which being not demonflrative, but only probable, 
lddves room for the operation of different prejudices. Of 
thefe the firft which he mentions is a prejudice againft Chrif- 
tianity and revelation in general ; and the fecond, againft cer- 
tain dotrines of Chriftianity. It is not, as he juftly obferves, 
to be expe&ed, that thofe, who come witha preconceived 
opinion againft the truth of a religion, will patiently attend 
to its prools, or make a fair reprelentation of them; or that 
a zealot for any particular party of Chriflians, will fo inter- 
pret prophecies 2s to make them condemn the diftinguifhing 
doctrines of his fect. He illuftrates thefe two obfervations 
by a detail of the unfair methods by which Porphyry endea- 
voured, im the third century, to fet afide altogether the evi- 
dence, afforded by prophecy, of the divine miflion of our Sa- 
viour; and by fhowing how differently the fame prophecies 
are interpreted by the great body of Proteftanis in general, by 
the adherents of the Romifb church, and by the modern feét 
which 
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which arrogates to its members the denomination of rational | 
Chriftians, or Unitarians. But another caufe of the variety 
in queflion, is the want of fj] in tho e who have undertaken 
to interpret prophecies; and we earneftly recommend, to our 
interprerers of prophecy in general, an attentive péerufal of 
what Dr. Pearfon jays of the natural endowments, and vati- 
ous acquirements, requilite to fit any man for fo arduous an 
undertaking. He thows, however, that this variety in the 
interpretation of the moft important prophecies, has fg 
greatly decreafed during the laft century, as to afford good 
ground to hue, that it wul at laft vanifh entirely, and all men 
of found judgment and fufficient learning, wall interpret the 
fulfilled prophecies in the faine way. 


‘© Tt is evident, from what has been faid on the purpo/es of pro- 
phecy, that the expectation, which is intended to be excited by 
prophecies, mult be different, according to the different purpofes 
which they are intended to anfwer. Prophecies, which are merely 
intended, by their fulfilment, to be proofs of the truth of Chritti. 
anity, are not I'kely to excite fo lively an expetation, as thofe 
prophecies, which are intended to anfwer alfo the purpofe of keep- 
ing men in a ftate of watchfulnefs, of guarding them againft deceit 
or wiolence, or of affording them comfort.in their afflactions,”* 
P. 159. 


Prophecies of the former kind fufficiently anfwer their 
giurpote, if, before their fulfilment, they excite men to pa 
uft fo much attention to them, as may enable them to recol- 
le&, after their fulfilment, and to be then affured, that fuch 
prophecies had previoufly exifted. This is illuftrated in a 
ftriking manner by this author, who then proceeds to prove, 
and proves moft completely, that, generally {peaking, all the 
purpofes of unfulfilled prophecies may be not only anfwered, 
but better anfwered, without an exvét knowledge either of 
the s/me or of the manner of their fulfilment. 

In the table of contents prefixed to the volume, the fourth, 
fifth, and fixth Leétures are all faid to be on the fame fubjeét, 
viz. the progre/s of Chriftianity as prediéted in the Scriptures. 
This, however, is not perfeéily correct; or at leaft does not 
lead the reader to form a juft expe€tation of what he will find 
in thefe difcourfes. In the fourth, from St. Mark iv. 31, 32, 
the learned Je@urer does indeed fhow that nothing furnithes 
amore co plete proof of the divine origin of our religion, 
than its rapid progrefs, when contemplated in conjun¢tion 
with the circumflance of that event, to human ms Oo 
little probable, having been preditted as well in the Old Tef- 
tament as in the New. In the fifth Leéture, from St. Matt. 
Hhs3 xv. 
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xv. 13, he inquires into the caufes of the check, which the 

rogrefs of Chriftianity experienced in fubfeqient ages; and 
inthe fixth Lecture, from 1 Cor, iii. 10, 11, he points ont 
the methods which appear to him beft calculated to promote 
effectually its progrefs at all times. The following extraét is 
a fair {pecimen ot thefe three fermons, or at icaft of the firlt 
of them. 


‘¢ That a religion, which held out no worldly inducements, 
which ever made war againft men’s itrongeft propenfities, and 
which fubjected its profeffors to the almoft certain endurance of 
hardfhips and difgrace, fhould, and in the hands of men, who had 
few or no advantages of learning, or rank, or fortune, make its 
way againft the moft ftrenuous efforts of the wife, the mighty, 
and the noble, gradually fubdue all oppofition, and, in the courfe 
of three centuries, become the paramount religion of the civilized 
world, is indeed an event fo extraordinary, as to excite the moft 
unbounded furprize ; and the perfuafion, which the contemplation 
of it naturally tends to produce in an impartial mind, is, that 

* it was owing to the convincing evidence of that religion, and the over. 
ruling providence of its great Author*,’’’ YP. 196. 


The leéturer then fhows how much additional flrength this 
perfuafion acquires when we confider, that the event which 
aétually took place, and was in itfelf fo extraordinary, had 
been clearly foretold ages before; after which, he examines 
the five caufes afligned by Gibbon for the rapid progrefs of . 
Chriftianity, and clearly proves that whatever effett thefe 
cayfes might have in promoting that progrefs, fuppofing 
Chriftianity to be true, they could haye had no fuch effect, 
if it had been falfe. 

The check which our holy religion received in its progrels, 
foon after it was firft publithed to.the world, this author at- 
tributes to the ceffation of miracles wrought by its -earhiett 
preachers ; to the corruption of its dotirines and precepts by 
the introdnétion ofa falfe philofophy into the church; to the 
immoral lives of Chriftians after their religion, as the Jegal 
religion of the empire, led its votaries to “affluence and ho- 
nour; to the conceffions made by the Cle orgy to the Heatliens, 
with the view of increafing the number of converts to Chril- 
tianity; and to the difmemberment of the Roman Empire, by 

the repeated i irruptions of the barbarous nations of the North. 
The reader, who 1s defirous to know how, and to what degree, 
the progrefs of the Gofpel was checked by thefe caufes, will 
read with attention the whole of the fifth Leéture, of which 





* See Gibbon, 
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eur limits will not admit of a more ample account. The 
fixth Leéture we recommend more particularly to the mem- 
bers of our various milhonary focieties, who will find in it 
fufficient proofs that the Gofpel is not iikely to be propagated 
among the Heathen by mere zeal, unlefs that zeal be directed 
by knswledge, or rather by that judgmen{, which is the ufual 
fruit.of knowledge. 


«¢ Without this, the fincereft defire to promote the progrefs of 
the Gofpel may be fraftrated, and much labour fruitlefsly employ- 
ed, What is worfe, an effect the very contrary to that which is 
intended may be produced. The friends of Chriftianity may do 
the work of its enemies, and bring themfelves into great. hazard 
at leaft of incurring the dreadful fentence denounced by the Apof.: 
tle* againit thofe (for he does not exprefsiy diftinguifh between 
dejign and accident) who fhall pestroy the temple of God,’’ 
P. 289. 

‘* Jn endeavouring to propagate the Gofpel among thofe in dif. 
tant countries, who have had but little intercourfe with the civi- 
lized part of the world, there is need of great care, not only to 
teach them nothing beyond what is indi{putably true, but nothing 
beyond thofe plain and fimple truths, which they are capable of 
underftanding. When our Saviour fent out his twelve Apoftles to 
preach the Gofpel, he directed them to join the wifdom of the 
ferpent to the innocence of the dove ; and thofe are the qualities, 
which we ought now to expect in thofe, who undertake the taik 
of {preading the light of the Gofpel into regions where it has not 
yetfhined, In the cafe howe ver of the miffionaries of modern days, 
whether Papal or Proteftant, there is reafon to apprehend, that,, 
though they may be poffeffed of one of thofe qualities, they are 
not fufficiently endowed with the other. Wathout imputing any 
wrong intentions to them, or queftioning their having right ones, 
we may well doubt, whether, in their folicitude to prepoffefs their, 
converts in favour of their own peculiar opinions, they do not 
teach doétrines, which are either no part of the Gofpel, or fuch a. 
part, as rude and uncultivated minds are incapable of underftand. 
ing, and concerning which they are unable to form a tompetent 
judgment. Even with refpect to dodirines, which are of an in. 
difputable nature, great care ought to be taken to teach them gra. 
dually, and after due preparation, That Fe/us Chri? came inte 
the world to fave inners, may to us feem a truth, which is as caty 
to be underftood, as’ it is important to be believed; yet, if we 
confider a little the ftate of one, who has been brought up in fa. 
vage life, we fhall find, that he ftands in need of much previous in- 
ftruction, before he can underftand.this apparently plain propofi, , 
tion, or fee the reafonablenefs of believing it.’* P. 295. 





* 1 Cor, iii. 17. 
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The truth of thefe obfervations the author eftablithes by 
the moft convincing proofs, and iluftrates that truth by a 
variety of faéts, for which, however, we muft refer to the 
Leéture itfelf, one of the moft valuable diicourfes on the 
fubje& of Miffions that we have ever perufed. 

he feventh and eighth le€tures, which are both preached 
from 2 Theff. ii. $, are on the ftate ot the Chriftian Church, 
as fuppofed to be preditied in the Apoftolic Epifiles, a 
fuppofition which Dr. Pea: fon thinks ill founded. It is in- 
deed his objeé to fhow, that neither his text, nor any other 
affage of what are called the epiftolary parts of the New 
Teftament, is ether a prophecy of Papal Rome, or ought, 
ftri€ily fpeaking, to be confidered as a prophecy at all. In 
this attempt he regrets that he is under the paintul neceffity 
of oppofing the opinions of fome, if not all, of his learned 
and venerable predeceffors ; but he properly claims the right 
of judging for himfelt, becaufe in matters of religion human 
authorities ought to pafs for nothing. 


‘¢ With refpeét to this paffage of Scripture (his text), it is, in 
the firft place, a prefumption againtt its being a prophecy, that it 
is contained in an epifile; an epiitle which was addreffed to a par. 
ticular church, or fociety of Chriftians, and which was intended 
for their more immediate comfort and inftruction. For, though 
I do not deny, that the Epiftles of the Apoftles may be ufeful to 
Chriftians of all ages and all nations, yet this is only by dediGien, 
and when due allowance has been made for change of circumftances, 
The primary object of them was the comfort and inftruétion of 
thofe, :o whom they were immediately addreffed ; and it cannot 
be doubted, but that, in order to the attainment of this object, 
they were at leaft as intelligible to them, and intended to be fo, 
as they can be to Chriftians of any fubfequent age. We may in- 
deed reafonably conclude, as well from the evident defign which 
the Apoitles moft have had in view in writing their-Epiitles, as 
from the faét of the diverfity of interpretations, which are now 
given of many parts of them, that they were much better under- 
ftood by the perfons, to whom they were immediately addreffed, 
than they are by us. Bat, if any parts of thefe Epittles were pro. 
phetic, it would follow, from the nature of prophecy, that rhofe 
‘parts were lefs intelligible to the perfons, to whom the Epzftles 
were immediately addreffed, than they are to us; for prophecies, 
from thei: nature, are lefs intelligible at the period of their deli- 
very, than they are afterwards. Generally fpeaking, they grow 
more and more intelligible, in proportion as the time of their ac. 
complifhment approaches.’? P. 315. 


This is furely found reafoning ; andthe author infers from 
it, that the only prophecies in the New Teftament, excepting 
| thole 
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thofe of Agabus, which were prediétions of events then near 
at hand, are the prophecies of our S.viour, which were de. 
livered to his difciples by himfelf, whilft he was on earth, 
and tho.é contained in the Apocalypfe, which were afterwards 
fhown in vifions by his angel to St. John, and are exprefsly 
called * the revelation of Jefus Chrift.” The learned leéturer 
is aware, that to this opinion may be urged various objeétions, 
which be confiders, and, wethink, obviates. He then proves, 
that the coming of Chrifl, referred to in the text, is his com- 
ing to take vengeance on the unbelieving Jews; and 


«¢ That the man of fin, fpoken of by St. Paul, was neithet the 
Pope nor Mahomet, but a per/onification of thofe falfe Chrifts, and 
falfe Prophets, who had been predicted by our Saviour, and who 
were (0 deceive, not only thofe who had refufed to believe in Je. 
fus, but many profeffed Chriftians alfo, and thus to contribute, as 
they did in fact, to the ruin of the Jewifh nation.” P. 355, 

« The fpirit of oppofition to Chrift and his religion, which 
was thus excited and which was the true fpirit of Antichrift, ex. 
ifted and operated at a very early period of the miniftry of the 
Apottles ; for over them, as St. Pau! exprefsly affirms, the myflery 
of iniquity worked,”? P. 356. 


But, as this author has elfewhere obferved, there was not, 
in the days of the Apoftles, the fmallett veftige of either Po. 
pery or Mahometami{m, in which the generality of Proteftant 
yoy aE find St. Paul’s man of fin, and St. John’s Anti- 
chrift. 

Having fhown that certain paffages of the apoflolical Epif- 
tles, which have been generally interpreted by Proteflants as 

redi€tive of the corruptions authorized by the Church of 
Bintie, relate to very different corruptions, the author, in his 
ninth Leéture, on Daniel vii, 25, proceeds to fhow, that 
the corruptions of the church were indeed revealed to that 
beloved prophet, in one of his vifions. He was led, he 
fays, to the confideration of this part of the fubjeé, by his 
defire to fulfil the intentions of the pious founder of, the 
Leétures, and by the peculiar circumilances of the prefent 


times. 


«« Though fome, he admits, may, at prefent, be too apprehen. 
five of the return of Popery among as, if indeed we can be too ap. 
prehenfive of the growth of any religious error, others, from igno. 
rance of the real nature of that religion, or an indifference to reli. 
gion in general, are certainly lefs apprehenfive refpecting ie Han’ 
they ought to be; forgetful of the dirctul etie¢ts, uf which Popery 
has been produttive, and ignorant or unmindiul, that, if there be 
any truth in prophecy, in proportion as the belief and proteffion 
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of Popery {hail prevail, the bleflings, which true Chriftianity is 
calculated to produce among men, muft decreafe and difappear.’’ 
P, 412. 


He proceeds accordingly to prove, that the corruptions of 
Chriflisn faith and practice, introduced and authorized by 
the church of Rome, together with the temporal powers 
elaimes by the Px pes, are predicte: d in the book of Daniel, 
particularly in the vilien of the four great beafls, and more 
efpecially in the proceedings attributed: to the /rtle horn. 

The proofs, which he urges in belalt of this opinion, are, 
to fay the leall of them, extiemely plaulible ; but they are 
too much condenfed in the Leélure to admit of an abridg. 
ment, and any ertiatt from them would lofe much of its 
torce, when feparated trom what precedes and follows it. 
We mutt therefore refer our readers to the Leéture itfelf. 

Ot the tenth and eleventh Lectures, we are, tor the fame 
reafon, under the neceflity of {peaking in the fame general 
terms. They are both preached from Rev. xiii. 11; and, by 
a very ingenious mode of interpretation, different in fome 
particulars from that of any of his predeceffors, Dr. Pearfon 
feems to prove, that in the Apocalypfe is exhibited the vari- 
ous fortunes of the Chriftian church, from her firft founda- 
tion, to the end of the world. In order to this, he firft lays 
before his readers a general view of apocalyptic vifions, dif- 
tingnifhing between thofe, which are comprehended under 
the feven feals, and thofe which are generally {uppoted to be 
contained in the Jitile open back; and then, by way of {peci- 
men, gives a mote particular explanation of one of the latter 
vifions, that of the deaft with two horns like a lamb, which, in 
his opinion, denotes the Remifh Church. The arguments by 
which he endeav: urs to eftablifh this opinion, are at leaft as 
conclufive as any arguments of the kind which we have elfe- 
where,met with; but they would lofe much of their effect in 
any abridpment. 

We mutt not, however, difmifs from our notice this Lec 
ture without obferving, that, in it, Dr. Pearfon, in his zeal 
againft the lying wonders of the Church of Rome, affirms, 
with what appears to us very unbecoming confidence, that 
no real miracle has been wrought fince the deflruétion of Je- 
rufalem by Titus, Certainly no real miracle, which always 
lmplies a fufpenfion of the general laws of nature, has been 
wrought, at avy time, but for fome purpofe of the greateft 
importance, nor even for fach a purpofe wien it could be 
accomplithed by natural means; but what Chriftian will take 
it upon him to fay, that the power of working miracles, in 
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fupport of their doétrine, may not have been as neceffary to 
fome of the preachers of the Gofpel in barbarous nations, 
after the deftruétion of Jerufalem, as it was to the Apoftles 
preaching the Gofpel in Judea before that event? The Jews 
could be reafoned with from the prophecies of their own 
Scriptures, of which they admitted the general infpiration; 
but by what other means than the working of miracles could 
a few poor perfecuted preachers draw the attention of the 
Heathen, in the more diftant provinces of the Roman empire, 
to the doétrines of the Golpel, fo contrary to the religions in 
which they had been educated, and fo hoftile to the gratifica- 
tion of their paflions and appetites? Every Chriftian writer 
of antiquity {peaks of miracles as occafionally wrought in the 
age immediatelv fucceeding that of the Apoftles ; and it is 
jurely not a fufficient reafon for calling in yueftion what they 
all fay, that the Church of Rome, or rather fome of the wri- 
ters of that church, may have laid claim to a permanent 

wer of working miracles for purpofes not only frivolous, 
et even bafe! So much, however, is this author afraid of 
giving countenance to the impoftures of the Church of Rome, 
that he thus expreffes hirnfelf of an event in which the 
Church of Rome has no particular intereft, and which the 
learned founder of the very Lectures which he was preach- 
ing had proved, to the conviction of even fome French phi- 
lofophers, to have been truly miraculous. 


“* T do not except (from events which may be accounted for by 
the ordinary powers of nature) the cafe of the fiery eruptions, 
which are faid to have taken place on the impious attempt, com-, 
manded or encouraged by Julian, to rebuild the temple of Jerufa. 
lem; becaufe, admitting the fat of thofe eruptions, as it is re. 
lated by Ammianus Marcellinus, which indeed there feems no rea- 
fon todeny or doubt, it may be accounted for on the principles of 
philofophy, and fhewn to be a ufual operation of nature. Whoever 
confiders the peculiar circumftances, under which the demolition. 
of the temple took place, will eafily conceive, that in the various 
cavities of the ruins, great quantities of phofphoric matter might 
have been formed, which, on the admiffion of air only, would im- 
mediately take fire and explode.’’ (P. 501, note.) 


For a proof of this faét he refers his readers to the articles 
Burning and Fulgurating Phofphorus, Gas, and Inflammable 
Air, inalmoft any modern Dictionary of Arts and Sciences ; 
but were the fa&t proved by greater authorities than thefe, if 
will not account for the phenomena recorded by Ammianus 
Mercellinus. As a philofopher, indeed, Dr. Pearfon does 
not fland fo high in our eftimation as he dyes in the es 
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of a Divine. We have alrea Y exhibited an inftance of his 
metaphyfical rafbnefs, to {peak of it in the gentleft terms, when 
fpeculating on the free-agency of man and the prefcience of 

od; and we think this an inflance of equal rafhnels in ha- 
zarding an opinion in Chemiflry—a {cience which he proba- 
bly never ftucied with care. 

The only pho/pharic matier, known to us, with the qualities 
fuppofed by this author, which can even be conceived to 
have been in great quantities in the various cavities of the 
ruins of the temple, is that which, in modern chemiftry, is 
called phof/phorated Hydrogen Gas. Such phofphoric matter, 
when it comes into conteét with common air, does indeed 
burn with great rapidity ; and if it be mixed with that air, it 
detonates violently, or explodes, as Dr. Pearfon exprefles it; 
but whoever is acquainted with che methods by which pho/- 
phorated Hydrogen Gas is procured by the chemifts, will cer. 
tainly perceive noihing in the cireumitances under which the 
temple was demolifhed, that can lead him to conceive that 
there were great quantities of that gas formed in the cavities 
of the ruins. There may indeed have been confiderable 
quantities of pho/phoric wood in thofe cavities ; but phofphorie 
wood isa very harmlefs fubftance, which, on coming into 
contaft with common air, would neither have exploded,:nor 
fcorched the workmen, which Ammianus affures us that the 
fire-balls bur! ing trom thofe ruins repeatedly did. The only 
{fpecies of inflammable air that can reafonadly be fuppofed to 
have been in confiderable quantities tn the cavities of the ru- 
ined temple, is that which is now known by the denomina- 
tion of Hydrogen Gas, and which has long been the dread of 
miners under the name cf fire-damp; but this gas does not 
explode of itfelf by being brought into conta& with common 
air, or even by being mixed with oxygen—the only part of 
common air, which fupports combuftion. If indeed a light. 
ed taper be brought into contatt with fuch mixtures, they 
explode with violence; but if Julan’s workmen had carried 
with them a lighted taper or lamp into caverns filled with a 
mixtuie of Hydrogen Gas and common air, they would not 
have been repeatedly terrified and fcorched, as we are told they 
were, but filled at once, as mine's too often are in fimular cire 
cuinflances. It isto be remembered too, that if Hydrogen 
Gas, or Sulphurated Hydrogen Gas in conta€t with common 
air,"be once ignited, the burning continues without intermif- 
fion until the Gas be wholly confumed; but the cafe was far 
otherwife at the ruins of the temple. 


*€ When Alypias (fays the hiftorian) had fet himfelf to the vi- 
gorous 
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gorous execution of his charge, in which he had all the affiftance 
that the Governor of the province could afford him, horrible balls 
of fire, breaking out #-ar the foundations, with frequent and reite. 
rated aitacks, rendered the place, from time to time, inacceffible to 
the feorched and blafted workmen; and the victorious element 
continuing, in this manner, cb/inately and refolutely bent, ‘as it 
were, to drive them to a diftance, Alypius gave up the enter. 
prize*’’ 


Did ever Hydrogen Gas, when mixed with oxygen or 
with common air, and fet on fire, intermit and repeat its ex- 
plofions in this manner? If there be any meaning, in the 
words of the hiffori:n, it was only againft the workmen that the 
balls of fire made their retterated attacks, and that even to 
them the place was rendered inacceflible only as often as the 
were working or beginning to work, Did any thing like this 
ever happen in coal-mines, where the fire damp has been 
Ra a and dangerous? Was it dangerous only to the 
miners, and to them only, while working? Ammianus likewife 
fays, nof that it was from the cavities of the old foundations, or 
from a place even contiguous to them, but that it was near— 
prope, not juxta, fundamenta, that the balls of fire broke out 
and drove the workmen to a diftance. We could eafily fa 
much more to prove that there is no other alternative than ei- 
ther to deny the reality of this fa€t entirely, or to admit it to 
have been, in the moft proper fenfe of the word, miraculous. 

The twelfth and laft letture is perhaps the moit valuable 
in the whole volume. ' The textis St. Luke xxl. 2+, from 
which the author takes occafion to controvert the opinion, 
which feems at prefent to be very generally received, that the 
Jews are, in this, and many other paffages of Scripture, pro- 
mifed a return into what is called ‘heir own land, 


‘© Let not this,’’ he fays, ‘* be confidered as a matter of mere 
curiofity. If it were fuch, [ fhould not think myfelf juftified.in 
calling your attention to it. In general, the erroneous interpre. 
tation of prophecies, whether fulfilled or unfulfilled, efpecially if 
it be much infifted on, is very likely to be produétive of mifchiev- 
ous confequences. It is at bett fure to produce difappointment in 





* This is Bifhop Warburton’s tranflation; but that the reader 
may fatisty himfelt of its fidelity, we here fubjoin the original,— 
‘ Cum itaque rei idem fortiter inflaret Alypius, juvaretque pro. 
vincia Pretor, metuendi globi flammarum prope fundamenta crebyis 
afluluibus erumpentes, fecere locum exuftis aliquoties operatibus 
inacceffum ; hocque modo elemenio deftinatius repellente, c¢fMarit 
inceptum.”” Amn. Marcell, Lib, 23, Cap. 1. 
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the minds of thofe, who attend toit. This, in any cafe, might 
juftly be apprehended as an evil; and, in the cafe before us, it has 
an evident tendency to produce unfavourable effets on the minds, 
and even on the conduct, of both Jews and Chriftians ; of Jews, 
by encouraging them to reft fatisfied in their prefent ftate, neglect. 
ing all attention to the evidences of Chriftianity, which are al. 
ready afforded them, and waiting for interpofitions from heaven, 
which were never intended ; of Chrifians, by checking their zeal 
in the employment of thofe ordinary and more humble means of 
converfion, by which the Jews, in common with al] other unbe- 
lievers, are to be brought home, and by which fome of them might 
be brought home, not to their own land, but to the Chriftian fold, 
Some writers, who fuppofe this interpretation, go fo far as to give 
advice to the Jews to the effect I have mentioned, affirming, or 
plainly intimating, that the xeqw covenant, which was promiied to 
the houfe of Ifrael in the writings of their ancient prophets, has 
not yet been vouchfafed to them; that it will not be vouchfafed 
to them till the time of Chrift’s /econd coming, when he all turn 
away ungedlinefs from Jacob, by taking away their fins; ice. by 
remitting the punifhment of them, and redeeming them from that 
captivity, which they have fo long fuffered on account of them ; 
and that, in confequence of this, they are not required nor expected 
to become Chriftians, till that period *.” (P. 531, &c.) 


One would need to be very fureofthe juflnefs of the inter- 
pretation of prophecieswhieb leads to fuch conclufions as this, 
before he obtrudes that interpretation on the public. “Dr. 
Pearfon therefore could not be better employed than im ana- 
lyzing the principal texts of {cripture, which have been fo in- 
terpreted as to lead the defcendants of Ifrael to expect thet 
they are to be miraculoufly brought from all the corners of the 
world to the land of Judea, and their civil polity reftored un. 
der the reign of their Mefliah. This analyfis 1s conducted by 
the faireit reafoning and foundeft criticifm ; and the refult is, 
that the author feels himfelf authorized to affert pretty con- 
fidently—a confidence which the prefent writer has long 
ifhared with him. 


«* That there isno ground from prophecy for foppofing, that the 
Jews will ever be reflored to the pofleffion of what is called their 
own land, and that from the very nature and defign of Ciritianity, 
there is a ftrong prefumption tothe contrary. All fuppofitions of 
this kind feem to have originated in the miftaken idea, that the 
Jews were, and ftill continue to bo, the favourite people of God ; 
that they were felected from among other nations ior any other 


~~ 





* Dr. Pearfon refers his readers to M. Eyre’s ** Obfervations 
en the prophecies relating to the reftoration of the Jews.’’ 
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purpofe than to be the repofitories of that knowledge of the true . 


God, which, after the Fa//, men could obtain only by communica. 
tion with heaven, and to prepare the way for the Mefliah.’’ (P.577.) 


The volume concludes with fome excellent. remarks on 





Mr. Hume's objeétion to the credibility of miracles, which . 


were firft publithed in the Orthodox Churchman’s Maga- 
gine for January, 1807, and are here republifhed in the form 
of an appendix tothe eleventh le€ture. ‘They are too fhort to 
be abridged, and too long to be inferted in this article entire 5 
but we can honeflly fay, that wehave no where (except perhaps 
in the article Mrracve®* in the Encyclope tia Britannica) 
feen the fophiflry of that fubtle fceptic fo com pletely unra- 
velled in fo narrow a compafs. On the whole, though we 
have found reafon, on one or two occafions, to differ in opi- 
nion from Dr, Pearfon,wehave no hefitation to fay that thefe 
lectures, taken altogether are worthy of their author; and we 
know not how we could beflow on them higher praife than 
what is implied in this faying. 





Art, VI. A Deferiptive and Hiflorical Account of various 
Palaces, and public Buildings, Englifh-and Foreign. With 
biographical Notices of their Founders or Builders, and other 
eminent Perfons. By James Norris Brewer. 4to. 323 pps 
i], lls. Gd. Wyatt, Pickett Street. 1810. 


IF the critical reader fhould feel diftafte from a want of 
method in this volume, he fhould be informed that. its 
plan does not appear to have been left to the choice of the 
writer. ‘** The plates,” he tells us, in his preface, ** were 
executed for a work which it was judged expedient by the 
proprietors to lay afide, in fo early’a tage, that the engravings 
may be faid with a very {mall licenfe of expreffion, to have 
been configned to oblivion.” ‘The plates, we may fay with 
propriety, certainly deferved a better fate, and the effort of 
Mr. Brewer to give them permanence, by adding literary 
matter to them, deferves to be encouraged. Whether it will 
proceed beyond the prefent volume appears, however, to be 
doubtful. ‘* In the propofals fubmitted to the public,” the 
author further fays,— 





* That article was written by a friend of our’s whom we have 
repeatedly requefted, but hitherto in vain, to publith it in a fepa- 
rate Effay. Perhaps this public mention of it may obtain what has 
been denied to our private requefts. Editor. 

‘6 It 
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«« Ie was obferved that fix numbers would form a volume, 
and would complete the work, unlefs the encouragément received 
fhould be fufficient to induce a continuation, comprehending every 
public building or place worthy of-obfervation, and confonant to 
the plan of the work.’’ 


This plan would certainly be extenfive, and whether it is 
likely to proceed or not we are not competent to fay. Cer- 
tain it is that many buildings highly worthy of feleétion 
remain unnoticed, and the author profeffes himfelf anxious 
to proceed; but the refult mutt inevitably depend upon the 
patronage of the public. 

The buildings defcribed and reprefented in the prefent 
volume are the following, and they occur in this order :— 


«¢ 1, Somerfet Houfe, the prefent building, page 1. 2. Lin. 
lithgow Palace, Scotland, p. 30. 9. India Houfe, London, 
p- so. 4. The Efcurial, p. 78. 5. Windfor Caftle, p. 106, 
6. Seraglio, at Conftantinople, p. 136. 7. Kotfea Bhaug, Hin- 
dooftan, p. 165. 8. Hampton Court, p. 193. 9. Monte Ca. 
vallo, p. 219. 10. Warwick Caftle, p. 243. 11. Fountain of 
Trevi, p. 263. 12. Conway Caftle, p. 272. 13. Holyrood 
Hovfe, Edinburgh, p. 287. 14. Edinburgh Caftle, p. go3. 
15. Pantheon at Paris.’’ P. 318. 


Of a colle&tion fo extretnely heterdgeneous the profeffed 
objeét is variety, (fee p. 303.) but it is not difficult to fee 
that there could be little choice exerted in the matter, fince 
fuch places alone could be deferibed, as were already de- 
hinedtted on copper-plate. The defcriptive accounts are, 
however, a great proot of induftry in the compiler. They 
are not brief fketches, fuch as are ufually attached to works 
of prints, but long and elaborate differtations, and hiftories, 
We fhould fay indeed that they are in fome inftances too 
much extended, and lofe a part of their attraction by re- 
quiring too clofe an attention. Apropos to Somerfet 
Houfe, we have no {mall portion of the hiftory of London, 
befides biographical fketches and architeétural difcuflions. 
Some of thefe circumflances muft be allowed to be intere!t- 
ing. 

*€ Few objects can be more diffimilar than the neighbour. 
hood of Somerfet Houfe in the days of the Prote¢tor, [Somerfet], 
and the fame neighbourhood in our own time. _ In no refpect 
does cuftom feem more entirely to have varied in the courfe of a 
very few centuries, than in the -fituations chofen by Englith 
nobility for their town manfions. Thomas Lord Cromwell built 
a palace in Throgmorton Street. John of Gaunt, Duke of 
Laneafler, lived in the Savoy, In 1410, a magnificent building 

in 
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in Cold Harbite (Cold Harbour) Lane, Thames Street, was 


gtanted to the Prince of Wales, afterwards’ Henry V. The 
Marquis of Dorchefter, and the Earl of Weftmoreland, lived in 
Alderfgate Street ; and Edward, the Black Prince, could find no 
more eligible place of abode than Fifh-ftreet Hill. 

‘* This ftrange diftribution of nobie feats is to be explained 
only by one circumftance ;—till the acceffion of Elizabeth, the - 
Tower of London afforded an occational refidence to our 
Monarchs, and was uniformly the theatre of their firft delibera- 
tions on coming to the crown, The power of attra¢tion there. 
fore, ofcillated between Eaft and Wett, and the majority of 
noble families chofe the fite of their caftellated ixns as near] 
equi-diftant, in regard to the tower and weftern court as poffible.; 
with this fpecial obfervance,——that the vicinage of the Thames 
was ever a primary confideration; for, before the ufe of clofe cars 
riages, water conveyance was the moft luxurious appendage pof. 
fible to the dignity of baronial fplendour,’’. P. 13. 


The hiftory of the may-pole in the Strand is worthy of 
notice. — 


“ Oppofite to Chefer Inn, ftood an ancient crofs. On this 
crofs, in the year 1294, the judges fat to adminifter juftice, 
without the city. The Strand, from Charing.crofs to Chefter. 
crofs, was fo ruinous in the reign of Henry VIIIth, that an aét 
was made for its repair. 

‘© Near the crofs ftood a may-pole, which remained till the 
year 1717; when it fell to decay, and the remainder was obs 
tained i Sir Ifaac Newton. By that great philofopher, it was 
conveyed to Wanftead Park in Effex, then the feat of Sir 
Richard Child, and afterwards that of Lord Caftlemain. The 
pole was found to be one hundred feet in length; and was placed | 
in the park, under the direétion of the Rev. Mr. Pound, where 
it aflitted in fapporting a telefcope (given to the Royal Society 
by Mons. Hugon) one hundred and twenty-five feet long, the 
largeft telefcope then in the world. 

* At the end of Drury Lane, (in the immediate vicinity of 
the may-pole,) ftood Drury. Houfe, a Gothic building, orna. 
mented with fpacious gardens,’’. P. 14. . 


Attached to the plate of the India Houfe we find an elabo- 
rate account. of the Eaft India Company; in which, as in 
other inftances, the induftry of the author is to be praifed: 
though his judgment in overwhelming with ferious matter 
a work that by its nature fhould be principally defcriptive, 
may well be queftioned. It is obvious that in no moderate 
number of volumes could a general hiftory of public 
buildings, fo conduéted, be by any means comprifed. 

Li From 
BRIT, CRIT, VOL, XL, NOV, 1812. 
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From what originals the feveral views are taken. does not 
in general appear, but the engravings are refpeftably ex. 
ecuted. The view of the Kotfea Bhaug is evidently copied 
from the elegant view of it by Mr. Daniel. The building 
ftands near Delhi, on the banks of the Jumna. 


«« In the vicinity of this great city, the borders of the river 
Jumna, affume a variety of captivating beauties. On the banks 
of the Jumna, accordingly, are built many coftly manfions, amon 
which the Cotfea Bhaug, holds a diftinguifhed place. The sort 
Bhaug fignifies a payee ; Cotfea was the name of the lady for 
whofe ufe the building and its dependencies were ercéted and ar. 
ranged, 

a The palace is built of ftone, and covered in part with ftucco 
of a very durable nature. ‘The apartments, as is ufual with 
Mohammedan buildings, receive light chiefly from the gatden 
fide. The of&angular projetions at the corners form an excep. 
tion, but thefe appear to confit only of inferior apartments. The 
roof is fmoothly terraced, and commands a fine view of the city 
of Delhi, and the river Jumna. 

‘* The gardens are fpacious, and are laid out in ftraight walks 
paved with free-ftone. Beds of aromatic flowers are taftefully 
difpofed, and numerous fountains orvament the different divifions, 
and impart a refrefhing cooluefs to the air. In regard to the planta- 
tions, nature, prodigal of her bounty fupplies the place of art. » Man- 
gos, the ftrings of their branches forming a natural arcade, conftitute 


an outward barrier. The guava, the lime, the orange, and pome- 
granate flourith beneath an oriental fun, without the foftering 
tendernefs of tkill; and the penfile foliage of the tamarind ex- 
pands alfo with gratuitous delicacy.’’ P. 172. 


It would give us great pleafure to fee this work continued ; 
but, in order to allow a hope of its being carried on to any 


fatisfactory extent, the narrative part muft be confiderably 
reduced. 





ell 


Art. VI. Difeourfes, &c. on the Scriptural Deétrine of 
Atonement, &Fe. e. 


(Concluded from p. 28.) 


WE refume with pleafure,though not without a mixture 

of other feelings, our remarks on thefe important 
Volumes. The amount of what we fhould be inclined to 
fay upon them, and what indeed we were prepared to have 
expreffed, would, we find, fo much exceed our ordinary 
limits, thet we fhall be compelled henceforward to con- 
fine ourfelves to fome only of the molt important additions 


that 
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that occur in the third impreffion. It was our defign to have 
noticed them regularly, as pointed out in the learned au- 
thor’s own advertifement; but as we have already departed 
in fome degree from our common rules, in noticing at 
length, a new Edition only, of a work previoufly reviewed, 
we feel obliged to be as brief as the nature of things will ad. 
mit. The notes added to No. xiii. in corroboration and fu 
port of the Profeffor’s very valuable criticifms on the facri. 
ficial terms of the Jaw, and their application to the death of 
Chrifl, are of the higheft value; the differtation to which 
they ai¢ annexed being undoubtedly one of the moft curious 
and interefting in the whole book. As it is always a matter 
of importance to the biblical fcholar to be apprized of the 
decifions of learned men on difputed paffages of {cripture, 
we think it proper to notice that Dr. Magee, in one of his ad- 
ditional notes to this difquifition, acknowledges, that having 
heretofore been difpofed to adopt Archbifhop Newcome’s in- 
terpretation of the word dixaioouvn, Rom. ii. 25, 26, he has 
been fince induced to alter his opinion, and to prefer the ex- 
even of the whole paffage propoféd by Mr. Edward 

ares in his Jtemarks on the Improved Verfion of the New 
Teflament, p. 150—153. 

However ftudious of brevity, we cannot prevail upon 
ourfelves to pafs over the following excellent remarks on 
Ariftotle. That great philofopher having faffered in his re- 
putation, through the indifcretions of others, it is fit that he 
fhould, in thefe days of nicer difcrimination and better judg- 
ment, be refcued from the obloquies to which he has been exe 
pofed. After noticing the laudable pains of Dr, Gillies, to 
fet in a proper point of view the particular opinions of the 
Stagirite, as applied to the difpute between the Reali/fs and. 
Nominali/ts, the Profeffor obferves :— 


‘« How perfectly this correfponds with the cleareft views of 
modern metaphyfics, is manifeft at a glance: and it cannot but 
afford peculiar fatisfa€tion, to all who feel a reverence for exalted 
genius, to find, that after the unworthy difparagement, which for 
a length of time has been fo laborioudly catt dpon the great name 
of Ariitotle, the honourable homage of a rational coincidence in 
his opinions, not merely on this, but on an almoft endlefs variety 
of important fubjedts, has been the refult of the moft enlightened 
enquiries of later days. It has been fingularly the fate of the: 
Greek philofopher, to be at one time fuperftitioufly venerated, 
and at another, contemptuoufly ridiculed ; without fufficient pains 
taken, either by his adverfaries, or his admirers, to underftand his 
meaning. It has been too frequently his misfortune, to be judged 
trom the opinions of his followers, rather than from his own. 
liz Even 
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Even the celebrated Locke is not to be acquitted .of this unfair 
treatment of his illuftrious predeceffor in the paths of metaphy- 
fics: whilft perhaps it is not too much to fay of his well known 
£ffay, that there is fearcely to be found in it, one valuable and 
important truth eoncerning the operations of the underftanding, 
which may not be traced in thofe writings, againft which he has 
direéted {2 much mifapplied raillery ; while at the fame time, they 
exhibit many rich refults of deep thinking, which have entirely 
efcaped his peifpicacity. Indeed, it may be generally pronounced 
of thote, who have, within the two laft centuries, been occupied in 
the inveftigation of the intelleual powers of man, that had they 
ftudied Ariftotle more, and (what would have followed as a ne- 
ceffary confequence) reviled him lefs, they would have been more 
fuccefsful in their endeavours to extend the {phere of human nilow. 
ledge.’’ Vol. ti. p. 48. 


The Profeffor’s own opinions on certain metaphyfical points 
treated of in this Number (No. 53.) are extremely curious end 
inftruétive, but we cannot enter into the fubje& fo as to do 
any juftice to his arguments; .it is one of thofe beflides which 
is only accidentally connected with the ductrines of atone. 
ment and facrifice, though we fhould have been forry to 
have been deprived of the inilruction conveyed in this pers 
ticular differtation, through too rigid a regard to the exact 
{lipulations of the utle-page. 

In No. lix. of this third Edition, “ On the Hiflory and 
Book of Job,’ we have to notice many alterations and im- 
provements both in regard to matter and arrangement, In 
the firfl Edition, Note xv. the Jearned Proteflor had very 
ably difcufled the two controve ited points ; firlt, of the 
attual age and antiquity ; ; and fecondly, of the true nature of 
the lullory of Job, whether real or fabulous. It had 
eflabliihed, in onr eflimation, moft fatstattorily, not only 

the faét of its high antiquity,” but its reality, and inf{piration, 
together with the Prophetic character of its author, namely, 
Joh himfelf. But in the interv.t that clipfed between the 
publication of the frf and fecond. edittons, appeared, the 
‘vanflation of that curions part of Scripture, by Bifhop 
Stack, in which very contrary opinions are advanced on ail 
thefe points, and which, from the high {tation of the Right 
Reverend 7 inflator, and the confident tone of his critical 
lec righ nild not fail to excite the moft lively attention 
on th : Hike of Dr. Magee.—In fact, as the Dr. himfelf 
lates, “ae could not ‘overlook a work “ carrying with it 
the authoriiy of his Lordthip’s lation, and by a fingle diétam 
levelling the whole of | his laborious (tru€ture in the duft.” 

In ihe fecond Edition of his clabo ate work therefore, Vol. 


i. p. 
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i. p. $54, the learned Profeffor introduces an entirely new 
note on this particular fubjeét, but in that Edition it is 
rather oddly placed; being not only feparated trom” the 
original note on the book of Job, but inferted long defore 
it. We mention this, thet we may have the better oppor- 
tunity of commending the improved arrangement in the 
third Edition, where the whole fubjc& is brought into one 
difquifition, and the new matter containing the criticifm on 
Bilhop Svock’s ‘Tranflation, added in the way of an Appendix. 
This we think a confiderable improvement. The topics dif- 
cuffed are of the firft importance, and though on certain ac. 
counts, we are forry to think the Prufeffor fhould have 
found fo much to alledge againft the Bifhop’s tranflation and 
hypothefes, yet that on the particular points’ more imme. 
diately handled in this difcuffion, we thought with the Pro. 
feifor long ago, may be feen by a reference to our xxixth 
Vol. pp. S68—375. We there indeed briefly flated our 
doubts and fufpicions without entering far into the enquiry, 
The learned Profeffor has gone deeply into the fubjedt, and 
we feel ourfelves compelled to oblerve, and to prefs it upon 
the notice of our readers, that no Biblical ciiiic or ftudent, 
whofe lucubrations or fludies, may be by any accident 
hereafter din Ged to the book of Job, ought to omit to make 
himfelt mafter of the very able arguments and curious re- 
fearches of Dr. Magee, not only in fuppcrt of his own 
opinions, but in refutation of thofe, in all appearance, too 
haftily adopted by the Brhop of Killalla. The Profeffor is a 
creat admirer of the ext: aordinary attainments of the late Mifs 
Smith, whofe literary chara€ter and works, particularly her 
verfion of this very book of Scripture, hive fo much engaged 
the attention of the public. = * ; 

In his additions to No. Ixv. the learned Profeffor notices 
the extraordinary circumftance of the republication of Ward's 
Errata in Ireland; upon which we fhall have more to fay on 
another occafion. The notice of it, however, in this place, 
4s accompanied by fome curious remarks and extraéts, cal- 
culated to fhow in the ftrongeft manner, the very low ftate 
of facred literature in the Romifh Church, and the general 
incompeiency of her members, to interpret feripture faith- 
fully and corre€tly: a moft judicious reference is made to 
Villers’ Effay on the Reformation of Luther, in confirma- 
tion of this fat, a work which undoubtedly contains muth 
important information on this head, and which having been 
particularly diftinguifhed by the National Inftitute of France, 
merits the greateflattention, confidering the fubjeét of which 
it treats, and the times'in-which we live, The very paflage 








1i3 cited 
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cited by Dr. M. flruck us fo forcibly when the book paffed 
under our examination, that we have inferted it m our Re- 
view, Vol. xxvii, 394.—But we muft halten to other mat- 
ters. 

The additions which occur in the notes to the Appendix, 
on the Improved or Unitarian Verfion of the New Teitament, 
both in the fecond. and third Editions, moft: particularly re- 
quire to be noticed:—-they are extremely valuable. The 
Profeffor had formerly expreffed a doubt whether the Unita- 
rians would ever venture to frame a Bible, according to their 
own modifications of the facred text, but before the pub- 
lication of his fecond Edition, the work was done, and very 
paricleny under the aufpices of Mr. Belfham, the chief 
fubje& of the Doétor’s Appendix. In the firft Volume of 
his third Edition, the Profeflor makes fome allufion to it im 
his Notes to No, xlii. where he takes occalion to mention in 
terms of high commendation the Remarks on the mew Ver~ 
fion, by our co-adjutor Mr. Edward Nares; but it is in his 
Notes to the Appendix, both of the fecond and third editions, 
that his own moft unportant criticifms upon the work are to 
be found. We thall briefly notice them 2s they appear in 
the laft impreffion, in which are many moft material ad- 
ditions.—The learned author begins by noticing, what every 
obferver furely muft notice, the difgraceful expedient 
adopted by the.editors, of fo prominently inferting in their 
title-page the name of Archbifhop Newcome, which he 
thinks cou/d only be done with a view ‘‘to lull fufpicion, 
and contribute to a more extended circulation,” in which we 
perfeétly agree. The trick is but too palpable, when we come 
to examine the real ufe made of that learned Prelate’s writngs. 
The Profeffor with great force and equal jultice ridicules 
the pretended plan of. this. verfion, in which, as he very 
fairly obferves, according to the terms of their own intro- 
duétion*,: ‘* ln a work whofe very objeét is to alcertain the 
exatt meaning of wor.'s, the exact meaning of words is not to 
be attendedto.”” Thelearned Author difcuffes, at {ome length, 
the particular doctrines ot the Incarnation, attempted to be fet 
alide by the Editors, by expunging the firft chapters of St. 
Matthew's and St. Luke’s Gofpels; he dwells upon the gliring 
inconfiflency of relying upon the Ldiomites and Marcin, 
againtt the authority of all the verfions and MSS. in this parti- 
cular point, while they as peremptorily reje& their authority and 


- - 





* « Verbal Crititi/m has not been ateended to in that degree 
that fome might with and expedt.”’  P. vi, 


evidence 
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evidence in other cafes; in fa&, as Dr. M. obferves, 
thefe witnefles are brought up and.turned down at -plea- 
fure; they are both good anid bad, according as may ferve the 
prefent purpofe.”’ In this way, indeed, they deal with aii their 
witnefles. In this way it 1s that. Archbifhop Newrone is 
treated, and o¢éafionally even Grigbach himfelt; though 
their names ftand fo prominent in the title-page :—the ré- 
jeftion of the chapters in queftion is inftance enough of this. 
The Profeffor notices, as Dr. Laurence has done alfo in 
his Critical Reflections, the abfurd overfight of which the 
Editors are guilty, in objecting to the received text of Sr. 
Matthew, becaufe it places the birth of Chrilt before the 
death of Herod, and yet admitting the Gofpel of the 
Ebionites, which a€tually réfers it to a period of no lefs thah 
thirty years before that Event, fince it began we are told 
with the words ‘* And it came to pafs in the days of Herod — 
that John came baptizing, 8&e.”—Other great incorfiltencies 

the Dr. enlarges upon, and which, however, we have had 

occafion to {peak eres as they were noticed by Mr. EF, 
Nares, Dr. Latrenceand Mr. Rennell, bue which ate ane 
doubtedly handled with great force and effeét in the work 
before us. We fhould be glad if we had room to infert only 
his fummary of ftrange matters, which the Dodtor calls 
- “the new views prefented at the opening of this Jmpreved 
Verfion which is to fet every thing to righ's in the Chrifi 
tian Scriptures :’? but we muft pals to other things. 
In truth, the great pains beftowed by the Profeffor on one 
topi¢ connected with this particulur fubjett, induce us to 
devote the remainder of ont téemarks entirely to this part 
of his valuuble work. From p. 463 to p. 488, inetufive: 
(Edition 3d,) Dr. M. fupplies' us with moch curious in- 
turmation, tending to afcertaity and fix the exaét amount 
of the teflimony borne by Cel/us, the Sybilliné Oracles, atid 
the Apaftelical Fathers of the Church, to the Evangelical 
accounts of the Nativity of our bleffed Lord; he ‘has madé 
refearches into thefe .matters, which may enable us tO ap2 
preciate the real weight of all that has been advanced on 
thefe points in Dr. Wilhams’s. Free Inquiry imo the au- 
thenticity of the two firlt chapters of St. Matthew’s Gofpel; 
who not only infifts upon the fuppofed deficiency of pofitive 
evidence, but would fet up a fort.of negative teftimony, in 
the cafe particularly of the Apottolical Fathers, who, be 
goes fo & as to aflert, ‘* often cite and reter to other parts 
of St, Matthew’s Gofpel, and had frequent eccofion wm their 
debates with Jewith unbelievers, to refer alfo to the fir 
and fecond chapters, had they known or acknowledged them 
to be genuine :’’—{o that their fence is brought forward as? 


li+¢ : a dire 
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adire& proof againft this part of :the received text of Scrip- 
ture. Into the examination therefore of all thefe three points, 
the Dr..has entered at large, in this third imprefhion, nor is 
any part of his whole work more valuable as a piece of able 
and important ¢critictim,’ In fupport of the argument for 
the authenticity of the two firft chapters of Matthew, adduced 
by Griefbach in his Symbole Critice, and ably infifled upon 
by Protetlor Mar/h, trom a quotation of the ff chapter, and 
a reference to the fecond, by Celfus as noticed by Origen, the 
learned author very properly obferves, that we are by no 
means left only to a _fag/e quotation, and a fngle reference 
in proof that thefe chapters were known to Celfus, but 
that in fatt the Jew’s references to.thefe chapters in Origen’s 
work nearly amount to a perfeét detail of all the circum. 
ftances contained in them; and befides adding the particular 
references to Origen himielf, .he fums up the amount of the 
teftimony afforded in the words of Lardner, which are highly 
fatisfattory.. The evidence ot Ce/fus is admitted by Dr, 
Wilhams, but flighted and invalidated, as not being of an 
earlier date than ‘* about the year 150 after Chriff or later,” 
and this he infifts upon, as the firfi certain reference and al- 
Jufion to them to be found, among the ancient writers,—The 
Profeflor difputes this point with great reafon; and beflows 
confiderable pains on eftablifhing the taé of earlier teftimomes 
to be found in Juftin Martyr, the Sybriline Oracles, and Egnas 
tius: the refult of thefe 1efearches being, that in all probae 
bility they were aéiually cited and referred to, within 40 
years of the publication of the Gofpel; a great deduction 
from the period fixed by Dr. W. for the earlieft notice of 
them extant, The manner in which Dr. Williams has treated 
thefe particular teflimonies, in his Free Enquiry, has led the 
Profetlor to examine matters. with the niceft cure, and 
enabled him to bring forward certain faéts of fingular weight 
in the difcuffion of this ftil litigated point af criticifm, but 
which perhaps is now as nearly as poflible brought to a de- 
cifive iffue; tor this is the fum of Dr. Magee’s conclufions 
from a full view of the fubjeét :— 


** How then,’’ fays he, “ ftands the evidence upon the whole? 
The Syriae Verfion, which is ene of Apoftolical antiquity, and 
the ofd /talic, both contain the two chapters. Jgnarius, the ouly 
Apoftelical Father who had cccaften to make reference to them, does fo, 
The Sibylline Oracles do the fame. Fuftin Martyr does the fame. 
Celjus, the bitter enemy of the Chriftian faith, does the fame. 
Hegefippus a Hebrew Chriftian does the fame. Jreneus, and all 
the Fathers who fucceed him, it is admitted on all hands, do the 
fame. And the chapters are at this day found in every manofcript 
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and every verfion of the Gofpel of St. Matthew, which is extant 
throughout the world) Thus have we one continued and ‘un. 
broken feries of teftimony from the days of the Apoftles to-the 
prefent times ; and in oppofition to this, we find only a va 
report of the ftate of a Hebrew copy of St, Matthew’s Golpel, 
faid to be received amongf an obfcure and unrecognized deferip. 
tion of Hebrew Chriftians, who are adinitted, even by the very 
wri'ers who claim the fupport of their authenticity, to have mu- 
tilated the copy which they poffeffed, by removing the genea. 
logy. I fhould not have dwelt fo long upon a fubjeét, which is at 
this day fo fully afcertained, as the authenticity of the firt two 
chapters of St. Matrhew’s Gofpel, did it not furnifh a fair oppor. 
tunity of ‘exhibiting the fpecies of evidence, which Unitarian 
critics are capable of refifting ; and the fort of arguments with 
which they do not fcraple to refift it.” Vol. ii. p. 470. 


We fhould not have -extrafted this recapitulation of mat- 
ters, but that we think the Profeffor borne out ‘in every part 
of it, by the refult of his own critical refearch; detailed at 
length in the work itfelf; where, as we before obferved, 
every teNimony infifled upon is clofely {crutinized, upon 
the very footing of Dr. Williams’s remarks and objections ; 
—this long note ‘concludes. with a eircumftanual view" not 
only of the precife evidence given by the Apoftolical Fathers, 
but of the evidence they might be expected to afford. Dr. 
W. flatesin his Free Enquiry, that ** their references to other 

arts of St. Matthew’s Gofpel are frequent, and that they 
fad often occafion, in their debates with Jewith unbelievers, 
to refer alfo to thefe two. chapters, had they accounted them 
genuine.” Dr. Magee has been at the pains to examine 
thefe ancient Fathers afrefh, in order to appreciate properly 
the force of the above affertions ; and after carefully weighing 
and \alcertaining the whole amount of the ‘references to 
Scripture, in Barnabas, Clement, Hermas, Ignatius, and 
Polycarp, he is able to declare in the face of Dr. W.’s re- 
marks, that ‘* the references made by the apoftolical’ Fathers 
to St. Matthew’s Gofpel are extremely tew ; and that (with 
an exception in the cafe of Ignatius,) thefe Fathers are, in 
no part of their writings, engaged in any difpute or difcuflion 
whatever on the fubject of the d:rth of Chrifl.” The proof 
of thefe affertions is given at length alfo, by a caretul 
enumeration of all the paflages to which they may be 
fairly faid to have referred ;—a work ‘of no fmall labour, but 
it is labour not thrown away > the Biblical Scholar will 
always have to acknowledge the information contained in 
thefe laft pages of the Profeffor’s third Edition. 

Though there is much more that we could willingly notice, 
in 





_ 
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in this: work, yet we feel compelled to conclude our 
remarks for the piefent. Future Editions may be expected, 
and perhaps other works from the fame pen: thefe dif 
courfes muft continue to make their way in the world; they 
need not the aid of any recommendation; we notice them 
afrefh for our own credit, that we may not appear either 
ignorant of their contents, or infenfible of their importance, 
or unconcerned at the honourable reception they have met 
with. They wete written amidft avocations and employments 
which could have afforded little leifure, and which muft have 
continually interrupted the progrefs of the work. Ufeful and 
important as the Profeffor’s public occupations are, we Ccor- 
dially hope they will in their proper feafon, be rewarded with 
fome ftation of high and honourable retirement, not from 
pose life, but from the heavier duties of his prefent 
ituation ; and that he may long live to enrich the world, with 
the flerling productions of his incomparable pen. 





Ant. VIIL. A Sytem of Geography, Ancient and Modern, 
EFe. EFe. ; 


(Concladed from page 219.) 


yA Principal Playfair fulfilled what we have no doubt 
‘hé intended, liis Introduétion, or Hiflory of Geography, 
extending to three hundred and forty-two quarto - pages, 
{hould have contained a prodigious mafs of valuable intorma~ 
ion, Depth of refearch, patient inveltigation, clearnefs of 
difcernment, and accuracy of tafte, would, in that compafs, 
have prefented to the reader every important faét, mot only in 
the hiftory of geography. but in the philofophy of formet 
ages ;' and per{picuity of arrangement, elegance of diction, 
and precifion of ftyle, would have impatted an intereft to the 
differtation, which repeated perufal would only have in- 
creafed. Our former aiticle on this fubjeét furperfedes any 
fpecific opinion, on our part, refpecting the aétual perform- 
ance of this tafk, and we have laid fufficient evidence before 
our readers, on which to form their own judgment, On tlie 
geographical articles our remarks hall be lefs minute, in con- 
fequence of our extended obfervations on the Pretace, which 
we confider as a fair {pecimen of the work. 

Having thusat laft eftaped from the Introduétion, ‘though 
long detained on that obfcure fojourn,”’ we fhall wan[cribe his 
def¢ription of Europe. | 

** Europe 
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« Europe lies chiefly in the temperate zone, north.of Africa, 
and north. weft of Afia, between 35° 25’ and 72° 23’ north lati. 
tude, and between 9° 40. weft, and 61° 5’ eait longitude from | 
Greenwich; being 2400 Englith miles from north to fouth, and 
2100 from the weftern extremity of Spain to Conftantinople; but 
the diftance between Ufhant, near Breft, and that part of Raflia 


where th: Don approaches the Wolga, exceeds 2500 miles. The 
fouth boundary is the Mediterranean ; on the weft and north are 
the Arlantic and northern oceans; and the eaftern frontier is 
formed by the river Don, and an imaginary line ftretching north. 


ward to Nova Zembla.” 


Refpeéting the precife length and breadth of Kurope, con- 
fiderable diverfity of Opinion eéxilts arhong thodern a iH 
phers, and, on that account, we fhall not obje& to the 6 
meafurement. But we cannot commend the vague flatement, 
“Europe lies chiefly in the temperate zone,” fince there are 
two {uch zones. Nothing fhould be left to conjeéture, or un- 
determined, to perplex the juvenile reader. The carelefsnefs 
is, in this inftance, the more reprehenfible, as the ambi- 

uity could have been fo eafily avoided. In mentioning the 
Se des of Europe on the fouth, weft, and: north, where 
error is fcarcely pofhible, tite P. is quite corre&t; but of the 
ealtern limits, lite more than the one half are given. The 
Archipelago, the Dardanelles, Sea of Marmora, Strait of Con- 
ftantinople, Black Sea, Strait of Caffa, and Sea of Afoph, are 
wholly overlooked, although the extent, comptiting from the 
fouthern extremity of Greece to the mouth of the Don, is 
nearly 800 miles! Befides, the boundary here is ftrongly 
marked by the hand of nature, and not left to accident, or 
‘* imaginary lines.” 

We proceed in our th tafk, and on the arpa 
a fimilar inflance of abfurdity demands reprehenfion. ‘ The 
gulfs and bays are numerous; among which are the follow. 
ing, viz. the White Sea detween Ruffia, Sweden, and Gere 
many.”” The White Sea does certainly lie between Ruflia 
and Sweden, but Germany is not within fevetal hundred miles 
of it. The laft mentioned country having thus done unne+ 
ceflary duty on the thores of the White Sea, is, with a dae 
regard to. diftributive juftice, relieved from flanding centinel 
on the Baltic; for in enumerating the countries bordering 
on that inland fea, no mention is made of Germany, notwith+ 
ftanding it is bounded by the Baltic on the netth for at leat 
300 miles. , : 

We were a little furprifed to find among: bays and gulfs 
“ the Murray Frith and the Frith of Forth,” ing be» 
tween the Baktic and the Bay of Bifcay. For noticing the 
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mouths of thefe two Scotch rivers, we can give no reafon, 
except that the writer happened toknow them. If the names 
of one ortwo rivers of his native country were to be men- 
tioned, the Clyde fhould have had precedence, from its fize 
and commerce ; and fome of the Highland Lochs might have 
ranked with bays, and in which cafe the firft place fhould have 
been given to Loch Tine, from the excellence of its herrings, 

The next article is Hifpania, which begins thus :— 


. * Ancient Spain, including Lufitania, or Portugal, lay be. 
tween 36° and 43° 46° 37” north latitude, and between 8° and 
21° eaft longitude from Ferro, It was bounded on the north by 
the Bay of Bifcay, and the Pyrenean mountains ; on the eaft and 
fouth by the Mediterranean Sea; and on the weft by the Atlantic 
Ocean, The greateft breadth of this peninfula, from north toe 


fouth, is 550 miles, and its length 660, on the parallel of 42 
north latitude ’’ 


As a contraft to this quotation, we defcribe the firft para- 


graph of the author’s.defcription of the country in modern 
times. . 


‘« Spain is bounded on the north by the Bay of Bifcay and the 
Pyrenean Mountains ; on the eaft by the Mediterranean ; on the 
fouth by the Strait of Gibraltar ; and on the weft by Portugal; 
lying between 36° and 43° 45° north latitude, and between 7° 4a’ 
weft, and 3° 20° eaft longitude from Greenwich, being 550. miles 
from north to fouth, viz. from Cape Penas to Gibraltar, and near 
either extremity, viz. under the parallels of 375° and 43° latitude, 


its extent from eaft to wett being 380, but under the parallel of 
$2°, Soo miles,”’ 


We fuppofe no better reafon could be given for reckoning 
the longitude of Hifpania from Ferro, and of Spain from 
Greenwich, than that the author had fo found them in fome 
geographical treatife, and did not choofe to be at the trouble 
ot reducing them to the fame meridizn. . This confufion he 
himfelf has ‘cenfured in his Introdution. “ If longitude 
were always reckoned from the fame meridian, much confu- 
Gon, and many miftakes in geography would be avoided.” 
Now if different nations merit cenfure tor not adopting the 
fame meridian in determining longitude, the author who va- 
yies his meridian in fpeiking of the fame country, a fortiori 
merits feverer animadverfion. Greater errors, however, 
occur in thefe paragraphs. The length of Hifpania is 13¢ of 
longitude, and of Spain only 11°, which make a difference 
of upwards of 100 miles. The boundaries of Spain on the 
fouth, and alfo on the north, except at the Pyrenean Moun- 
tains, the hand of Nature has fixed and rendered incapable of 


change. 
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changes Including Portugal, the fame may be maiitained af 
its ealtern and weltern limits. How then fhall we fecéncile 
thefe different ftatements? We mutt place them folely to the 
credit of inaccuracy. Hifpaniaextends to 48¢ 46385" north 
latitude, and Spain only to 43¢ 45’. In Hifpania, the length 
of the country, on the parallel of 42° north latitude, 660 
miles, and in Spain, on the. fame parallel, only 500 miles, 
which we alfo place to the credit of inaccuracy. Thefe 
meafurements havenot been taken fromtheauthor’s own maps, 
fince there, onthe parallel of 42enorth Jatitude, taking the coun- 
try from fea to fea, it {carcely amounts to three hundred miles ! 
This we fuppole arifes from the feale being at the rate of 335. - 
Britifh miles to one degree of latitude, a mode of computa. 
tion to us, and to our readers alfo, we have no-doubt, quite 
novel. Both the modern and ancient maps of Spain have 
{cales of that kind ftuck into one of their corners, which we 

ood naturedly place to the credit of inaccuracy. What is 
fated refpecting the length of the country, at the latitude’ 
314 and 48°, conveys ideas very wide of the truth. At the 
former the meafurement exceeds 440 miles, and near the late 
ter that country is at its greatelt length, viz. about 660.: 
We have laid “ near the later,” becaufe on the Mediterra- 
nean, Spain does not extend north above the latiude of 
42¢ 30%, . 

Twelve of the principal rivers of Hifpania are fhorily no- 
ticed. To moft readers it would have afforded pleafure ta: 
know the ideas of the ancients refpeéting them, however 
e:roneous they may have been. Ass an inflance, that of Ana, 
now Guadiana, might hove been copied from Pliny, and the 
modern might have correéied the miftake Gf the ancient geo- 
ecapher.. Although Spain has a number of mountains, the 
ancient names of two only occur in thefe pages. . Of the 
bays and promontories, the author gives a more minute and 
detailed account, and confequently more fatistaétory to the 
fludent of ancient geography. | 

The Principal has followed the divifion of Ptolemy in his 
defcription ot Hifpania and Lufitania, but in other re/peéts’ 
feems chiefly indebted to Pliny, for whatever occurs in his 
accuunt of thefe two countries. Indeed, we cannot rank his 
labours on this point higher than as an unfuccefstul attempre 
to condenfe the information contained in the pages of the’ 
latter. Befides Strabo and Mela, many of the other ancient 
writers would, on a careful and difcriminating perufal, have 
fupplied the deficiencies, corre€ted the errors, and elucidated 
the.writings of that philofophical author. Of thefe, however, 
the P. has not availed bimfelf, which muit be fubje¢? of regret. 

- to 
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to every fcholar, who has given:a place in his library ta P 
fair’s Syftem of Canguegi Amid other blunders hie 
we ed in the perufal of ¢his article, that of Cadiz de. 
ferves particular notice, from the importance of the place in 
2 commercial point of view, from the fuccefsful bravery 
lately difplayed in its vicinity by Britifh foldie:s againft the 

of France, and from the deftruction of the combined 
fleets of France and Spain, at no great diftance from this 
ifland, bv the dauntlefs and immortal Nelfon. 


** Gades, or Gadir, alfo called Auguita Julia Gaditana, now 
Cadiz, is a cognominal ifland, at the mouth of the Baetis, 125 
miles from the entrance of the ftrait. According to Polybius, 
this ifland is twelve miles in length, and three in breadth; its 


leaft diftance from the continent being 700 Rofnan feet, and its 
greateft diftance 7500 paces.’” 


Strabo calls this ifland Tadeea, which is faid to be a cor- 
ruption of the Pheenician word fignifying Seven. It does 
not lie at the mouth of Baetis, now Guadalquiver, which, in 
page 18, he makes the fituation of Tarteffus, but at the mouth 
of the Guadalett. The fentence feems copied from Pliny, 
with this difference, that the Roman geographer places it to 
the weft of Fretum Gaditanum 25 miles, and the learned Prin- 
cipal 125. Neither approximates to the truth, which 1s about 
60. The error of Polybius did not ment tranfcription, fince 
antiquity does not give toerror the charm of truth ;. and 
the P. ought to have known, that the aétual meafure- 
ment of the ifland does net correfpond with the ftatement 
of that ancient author. Pomponius Mela has not mentioned 
the extent of Cadiz, but he has defcribed it accurately, and, 
unlike our author, confiders it as fituated in the Strait of 
Gibraltar, not at the diflance of 125 miles from it. Strabo, 
too, notices this ifland particularly, and bis numbers do not 
vary greatly from the truth, Here we muit caution our 
young readers againit a miftake of Pliny about Ten I flands, 
in the Bay of Caciz, called Cafliterides, from the Greek 
word, fignifying Tim. Ancient hiflory does not fupport his 
affertion, and modern difcoveries have proved that there are 
no iflands in that Bay to juftity his account. 

As a {pecimen of the Principal’s topographical defcription, 
take the flusing paragraph. 

«* Afinda, the Afido of Pliny, now Medina Sidonia, an inland 
town to the eaftward of Gades. Xira, by Pliny called Afta 
Regia, now Xera de Ja Frontera, near a branch of the Baetis, that 
has been choaked up with mud, about 16 miles north of the port 
ef Cadiz. ‘The ruins of this confiderable town may be a 
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traced. Nebriffa, furnamed Feneria, Lebrixa, anciently fituate 

between the arms of the Baetis, now about eight miles to the left 

of this river, one of the branches ae dried up. Strabo ob. 
r 


ferves, that the borders of the Baetis, from its mouth as high as 
Corduba, were adorned with honfes and plantations, and that 
many pleafant iflets were fcattered in the channel of the river. 


Hifpalis, Sevile, a trading town on the Baetis, abave the place, 


where it was divided into two branches, which formed the ifland 
of Tartefflus. This town was founded by the Pheenicians, fur 
named Julia by the Romans, and long the refidence of Gothic 
kings. Urfo, Offura, fouth-eaft of Sevile, in the neighbourhood 
of three finall lakes. By Appian, this place is called Orfona, and 
by Hertius, Urfaon. Afapa, Eftepa la Vieja, eaft of Urfo, was 
famous on account of the brave defence made by its inhabitants 
againft the Romans under Marius, A. U.C. 546. The precife 
fituation of Ategua, near the Salgufa, now the Salada, and 
W. S. W. of Antigara, is not known. This place was befieged 
and taken by Cafar. Carmona, a ftrong town near Sevile, re- 
tains its ancient appellation. Jépa, furnamed Ilia, on the right 


hand of the Baetis, near the fituation of the modern Alcala, os 
Alcolea.’’ 


A little farther on we have Juce?, to the weftward of Ita- 
lica, &c. . 

Xera, though “ the ruins of this confiderable town may 
{till be traced,” is not inferted in the map of Hifpania ; and 
we looked in vain for Carmona, Ilipa, and Tucci. Nor is 
Alcala to be found inthe modern map. In the text we have 
Afinda, and in the map Afindo; and a few lines onward, in 
the former, occurs Zinio, and in the later JZinto. But of this 
enough. The very reverfe of the plan which the author has 
purfued onght to have been adopted. The name of every 
town of Spain which occurs in ancient hiftory, and whole 
geographical pofition is known, fhould have been inferted in 
the ancient map, and not mere outlines, containing little 
more than namelefg rivers and mountains, prefented to the 
public ander that name. Of many of the towns, it would 
have been fufficient to put their names in the Index, and 
thus given room for entering more fully into the hiftory ot 
fuch as are worthy of feparate difcufhion, which, in our opi- 
nion, would have given tothe work both an additional utility 
and intereft. The modern maps are tolerably well filled up, 
and are neatly engraved; the ancient, for the reafon above 
given, are, in a great meafure, ulelels. 

We fhall not enter more fully into the ftate of ancient 
Spain, or Portugal; nor is either neceffary, fince a tolerably 
corre idea may be formed both of the work and the maps 
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from the quotations already made, and from the preceding 
remarks. We with that truth would have allowed us to give 
avery different chara&er of both. : 3 : 

OF the hiftory of Spain during the middle ages, not ex- 
tending to two pages, and of the modern hiftory of Portugal, 
contained in the fame modelt compafs, we fhall not ftop to 
take any notice, but proceed to that of modern Spain, which is 
treated under the following divifions ;—Climate—Surface and 
Soil—Mines and Minerals—Popul«tion—Manufaétures and 
Commerce—Religion—Literat ure—Government— Military 
Strength—and Hiftory. Much fpace could not be. allowed 
toeach ot thefe articles. In general, they are difcufled witha 
brevity, which fome may confider as devoid both of intereft, 
wnd the neceffary information. Under** Military Strength,” 
we find it admitted, that in the late war (1808) Britain had 
greatly reduced the navy of Spain, and that her fleets are now 
confined within their refpective herboms. We owe obliga- 
tions to the author for a fimilar confeffion with regard to the 
naval power of France. After the battle of Trafalgar, a 
Briton might have allowed chat the French and Spanifh navies 
had been annihilated by the bravery ot his countrymen, and 
that the combined fleets of all Europe could not now equal 
that of Great Britain alone. 

‘** Hiflory’’ does not occupy more than four pages, and is 
confequently both unconneéted and barren. We prefer the 
article, Spain, in his Chronology. Indeed moft of the hifto-. 
rical articles in the latter aye better written than thofe in the 
Geography. To ‘ Hiflory’’ fucceeds a detailed account of 
the fourteen provinces of Spain, from which, as.a very fa-) 
vourable fpecimen of the author’s manner, we quote the de- 


fcription ot Murviedro, atown celebrated both in ancient and 
modern times. 


‘* Murviedro, a town containing 4000 inhabitants, who. are 
ftrangers to manufa€tures, and who depend for fubfiftence on the 
product of the foil, Ir is fituate at the foot of a hill of black 
marble, with white veins, near the mouth of the river Palencia, 
four leagues north north-ealt of Valencia. The town deftroyed by 
Hannibal flood on the fummir of the hill, where the Romans had 
a fort, and where the Saracens afterwards ereéted a caftle. Half 
way. up the rock are the ruins of a theatre, about $2 yards in dia- 
meter. ‘The fummit of the hill is half a mile in length, and not 
one-tenth as wide, covered with ruins and Moorifh bulwarks. 
Some Roman arches, mutilated flatues, and vettiges of the floor. 
of a temple, are all the antiquities to be found. The fortifications : 
divide the hill into feveral courts, with double and triple walls, 
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ereSted on huge mafles of rock ‘Iaid in regular courfes by the Ro 

tans. From the top of the mountain there is an extenfive Brot” 
pect of a rich country, diverfified with villages, convents, culfi- 
vated fields, mulberry plantations, &c. To the northward lies 
the valley of Almenara, bounded by lofty hills, and adorned witli 
fix neat towns rifing out of the bofom of the foreft."” ' 


We fhall not flop to notice particularly fuch miftakes as— 
 Aflurias is bounded on the north by the ocean,” read, 
the Bay of Bilcay; ‘* Bifcay exténds along the coaft 45 
leagues,” read 30; ** was anciently called Cantabria,” read, 
formed a very {mall part of Cantabria; ‘* Munda, an incon- 
fiderable place, near which Ca‘far defeated Pompey,” read, 
the fons of Pompey ; and many other errors of the fame kind. 
Previous to the battle of Munda, the ingratitude and perfidy 
of Ptolemy had doomed Pompey to fall by the hands of 
allaffins on the coaft of Egypt. After their father’s murder, 
Cneius and Sextus, the fons of that'‘noble Roman, ¢olic&ed 
a confiderable army in Spain, and, in the engagement above- 
mentioned, difplayed no {mall portion of their military talents. 
A well-timed act of perfonal intrepidity, on the part of Cafag, 
prevented his veteran troops from being completely Van- 
quifhed by thefe gallant vouths, | | 

The charaéter of the Spaniards we confider well drawn, 
and it would have appeared in our pages, had it been lefs ex. 
tended. 

On Gallia, or France, which occupies the teft of this vo- 
lume, we fhall not wait to make ahy obfervation. The very 
favourable chara¢ter of the French cannot fail to gratify the 
vanity of our Gallic neighbours. The ufurpation and def. 
potifin of the prefent Ruler ot tliat country are mentioned’ in 
foft and gentle terms, and there 1s fcarcely a fingle ailufion 
to his rapacity and cruelty, which the indignant fpirit of a 
free-born Briton fhould have held up to merited abhorrence. 

The fecond volume opens with Holland, fo called, the 
P. informs us, from its fituation with regard to Germany. 
Under the divifion Surface, Soil, &c.* we met with caleu- 
lations refpeéting the canals exceedingly erroneous, which 
we had marked and corre&ted. But alter finifhing the peru- 
fal of this'volume, and turning to the third, we with plea- 
fure obferved them, noticed in the Errata, We trapfcribe 
the following paragraph, forthe impoitant information con- 
tained in the fecond fentence. | 


“The Dutch habits of living are fomewhat grofs. Salted, 
and high-feafoned mest, f{pirituons liquors, butter and cheefey 
‘Kk ? ase 

BRIT. GRIT. VOL. XL. NOV. 13K. | 
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ate articles of food, as Well as of commerce. The principal amufe. 


ments in winter are the cheatre and fkaiting, in which both fexes 
play furprifing dexterity. In fummer, the opalent merchant 


a 
and citizen enjoys his villa and gatden, where flowers are culti- 
vated with great care and at confiderable expence.’’ 


Of the ancient geography and hiftory of the country, no 
accurate idea can be formed: from the few hints given by this 
author. Batavia oceurs in two or three places, which ‘re- 
calls tothe Latin fcholar the days of other times; but even 
to this ame an objeftion may be taken from its wanting 
claffical authority. We allow that it is to be met with in 
Roman authors, yet Infula Batavorum is the expreffion 
adopted by Cefar, Pliny, and Tacitus, 

We af the defcription of the feveral provinces and the 
ixtontal poffelfions which once belonged to the Dutch in dif- 
ferent parts of the world, fince Buonaparte has, of late, an. 
nexed the former to the kingdom of France, and Britifh va- 
jour has added the latter to*the dominions of our beloved 
and venerable Sovereign. Notwithftanding the perfidy ‘of 
the Dutch at the commencement of the French war, we 
cannot help commiferating their unhappy fituation, reduced 
to poverty, their independence deftroyed, ane their very 
name blotted out from among the nations, by the rapacity and 
injuftice of the prefent ruler of France. 

Britannia Magna comes next in order, and for many rea- 
fons demands a more particulat notice. than our limits can 
now permit. The opinions of the ancicuts re(pe&ing its (i- 
feelin are thus flated: 


*¢ The Phenicians and Greeks fometimes vifited it on acconnt 
of the tin-trade, but were uncertai® whether it was a continent 
or-aniland. Pytheas was the firft navigator who obtained any 
information concerning the northerm iilands of Scotland... Julias 
Cafar explored a fmall part of Britain; and during his refidence 
there procured variety of doubrful intelligence relating to the 
provinees he traverfed, znd thofc which he dreaded to approach. 
tn aletrer to the Roman Senate, he obferves that, ‘he had dif- 
covered another world of fo great extent as not to be confined by 


t=] 

she ocean, but to comprehend it.’ His dimenfions, however, 
of the iQand, are not far diftant from the truth, He makes the 
fra coat ¢20 miles in tength, and the entire circumference 2000 
miles ; which, if allowance be made for the jrregularities of the 
fnores, will not greatly exceed the mindern computation. The 
weftcrn coait he reckons zoo miles; and the true length from 
S.izard Point to Dungfby Head has been recently fixed at 590 
ftatute, equal to about 6590 Roman, miles. The circumference 
of the ifland, according-to Iidorus Characenus and Pliny, is 
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3825 miles; Solinus and Bede, 3275 ;» Otterburn, 32703 Pye | 
theas of Muarfeilles, 40,000 ftadia, or 5,000. miles; Di 
5312; Marcianus Heracleota, between 2576 and 35755 Riche 
ard of Circenfter, 3600. Agrippa, Erhicus, Gildas, Orofius, 
and Bede, make the length of the ifland 800 Roman. miles, and 
its greateft breadth 306; but Dio Caffius and Jornandes reduce 
the breadth to 289 milks.” 


**Sea coaft 500 miles,” read South coaft. Pliny gives 
no opinion of his own refpefting the circumference of Bri. 
tain, he only fates thofe of Pytheas and Ifidotus.: C2far’s 
dimenfions of the ifland are by no means accurate, nor are 
thofe of our author ; but for the teafon above giveti we muff 
pafs both without correction. . 

A defcription of the principal tivers under their ancient 
names fucceeds, but their courfes ate marked out by the 
modern divifions of the wr the counties through which 
they run, and by the names of towns not built for centu- 
ries after the Romans left this iftand. The Tuefis, the 
Tweed, may be given as an inftance. 


‘¢ Tuefis, the Tweed, the common boundary of England: and 
Scotland, rifes near the border of Lanarkthire, approaches North. 
umberland below Kelfo, and flows north.eaftward to Berwick, 
below which it lofes itfelf in the ocean.”” 


Itis true, that the Tweed takes its rife ** néar the bofder 
of Lanarkfhire,” but whether the eaft, welt, fouth, or 
north border, the P. has left his reader to conjefture. We 
have no doubt he meant the fouthern extremity of the 
county of Lanark. About four miles below Kelfo, this 
river reaches, not “ approaches,” Northumberland, where 
it becomes the line of natstion between England and Scot. 
land, at a diftance fram the {caof about 16 miles, which ma 
be reckoned about one-fourth part of its courfe, The P. 
muft know that even this fhort [pace was not always the 
common boundary of the two kingdoms. Was a fingle 
ftone of Kelfo, or of Berwick laid at the time the river had 
the name of Tuefis? or did the natives. then denominate the 
traéts of Jand through which it flows, or divides, Lanark- 
fhire, Roxburghthire, and Northumberland? He ought to 
have pointed out the courles of the rivers by the ancient di- 
vifions of the country, by the tribes dr natigns who lived on 
their banks, and by the names of fuch towns as they pailed, 
This information would have arrefted the attention, and 
added to the knowledge of the reader, by a comparifon of 
the flate ang inhabitants of the countfy in ancient and in 

Rke modern 
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inddern timess “When aééuiracy of faét’in thefe refpeAs 
could not be attained, which would only have happened in 
every few inftances, it would have been better not to men- 
tion the Latin names, until he attempted a delineation of the 
prefent appearance of the ifland. . 

~ “After bringing down the’ hiftory of Britain to the final de- 
parture of the Romans, he informs us that “ there are four 
temporary €amps of Agritdla; exifling:in North Britain be- 
tween the border of England and the wall of Antoninus.’ 
iit. ** Near Channel kirk, traverfed by the old road-leading 
to Edinburgh.” We are here again lelt to conjecture in 
what part of North Britainto.the fouth of Antomnus’ wall, 
Channel kirk is fituated, and whether it is the name of a 
monntaia, a:tewn, or a river,,and from what place this 
*t old road”’ leads. Channel kirk is the name of a. parith, 
nearly fouth-eaft from Edinburgh, and diftant from it 18 or 
20 miles, andthe old road is pradad/y that leading from New- 
cafile to the capital of Sdotlands . The pofition of the 4th - 
camp is, if poffible, fill more darkly announced, ** bee 
tween Cleghorn and S:obbylee, on the cat fide of the Ro. 
iman ways”’> For the fake of our young readers who have 
not béen in that part of the i we may ftate, (as we 
happeh to know) that the former is the refidence of an incon. 
fiderable land-owner of the namé of Lockhart, about two 
miles nortl of Lanark, and the Jatter a hovel on his eflate, in 
which one of his tenants lives at the diflance of a mile from 
his own houle, To thefe four fucceeds a more minute and 
correét delineation of the other camps of Agricola, in Scot- 
land, which cannot fail to gratify and improve the young 
fludent in Roinan antiquities ; a the fame may be laid of 
his defcription of ** the Roman wall in Britain.” 

In the (ion “Produéis vegetable and animal,” we were 
furprifed to find that the author -has not enumerated ‘the dif- 
ferent Kinds of gram now cultivated in Britain, nor: ftated 
What are indigenous. Outs grow {pontancoufly in fome 
pirs of Scotland, but the ear is very thin, and of courle 
the crop not Valuable, ‘The fact however is unqueftion- 
able, for we have feenthem on pafture grounds which had - 
been many years in natural grafs, .perhaps had never beer 
plowed.” Nor has: he mentioned the number or names of 
fiuch trees as are the native produétions of the ifland. Light- 
foot and others would have fupplied him with a lit, but judg, 
rhemt.wonld have been neceflary in tranferibing it, in conlee 
quence of the former having enlarged it in two or three in- 
ftdances beyond the truth, 


Our 
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Our countrymen thal! judge how far-he has done! juftice? 
to their natural character. ~ > ote y tem 


‘¢ The natives of England are of a middling ftature, wna 
portioned, {trong and fit for violent exercifes.  ‘Phey are. diltin- 
guifhed by many amiable qualities ;. being. unfufpicious, fincere,. 
generous, brave, humane, and charitable.,.An Englifhman,.. 
clacananls educated, is the moft aceomplithed gentleman in the 
world, Itis, however, to be. regretted,that umbers in every 
rank beftow little attention and careon the cultivation of their. 
mind, ‘Lhe, time and fortune of many in the higher. fpheres of 
life are wafted in gaming, cout fox-hunting, routes, and. 
the like unprofitable ‘am: fements ; while not a. few in lower fta- 
tions are addicted to entertainments equally frivolous and fruitlefs. 
To ftrangers the behaviour of the Englith is thy, referved, and. 
blunt, bordering on infolence. But though they do not inherit 
that {moothnefs, complaifance, and affability~ fo» prominent in 
the character of a neighbouring nation, yes: this deficiency 1s am. : 
ply compenfated by integrity. and candour.. More folid than’ 
{prightly, they repel, rather than invite, promifeuous fociety, 
but their friendfhip, when once gained, is fteady.and permanent, . 
The mildnefs of their government, and the fecurity and affluence 
in which they live, produce a warm love for their country, and 
cherith a fpirit of independence; one good confequence of which 
is, that the great pay no fervile homage to thofe in power, nor 
the commonalty to their fuperiors, who are not fo haughty and | 
imperious as in other countries. But theif freedom and affluence 
are apt to beget conceit, and contempt of foreigners, and fome. 
times degenerate ifto ‘oftentation,: profufenefs, and immorality. 
The acquifition of wealth is the chief: ftudy of the middling © 
clafs, the ultimate end of all their application and labour ; an 
when a competency is obtained, they retire from bufinefs to pafs 

_ the remainder of life in eafe and pleafure. Creduleus and fpecu. » 
lative; there is no project fo chimerical that will'pot find abet. - 
tors among the Englith ; hence itis that they are fometimes: de. 
ceived aud duped. Ingenious, though not inventive, they are 
fuecefsful in improving the-inventions of others; and.in the mes 
chanical arts they excel all nations. Their paflions are, boifter~. . 
ous rather than f{rong. ‘They are naturally irafgible, bas eafily 
appeafed, and ready to forgive an injury when an apology $e, 
offered. The unfortunate never folicit their aid in vain; and to 
charitable purpofes they chearfully and liberally contribute. At 

the fame time it muft he acknowledged, that the influx of 

wealth, and its attendant Iyxury, has produced a matcrial change 
in the national charaéter, Some detefts and weakreffes have _ 
been correéted, but many vices have been introduced, and pro - 

ductive of the moft fatal effeéts. pontiean, 2 

“< ‘The fair fex are amiable in their manners, graceful and 

-bandfome in their perfons, and animated in their converfation, 
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Chafte, temperate, and frugal, they are poffeffed of every virtue 
that can contribute to domeflic and conjugal felicity. ‘That 
baneful jealouty fo predominant in Spain, that loofenefs and fri- 
volity fo common in France, that difgraceful indifference fo 
fafhionable in Italy, are fearcely known in England; for the 
women, from fentiment and principle, are afteCtianate and endear, 
ing, and with propriety perform all the relative duties of wives 
and mothers. In what refpects cultivation of intelleftual capa. 
city, they are often fuperior to the men. Their notions are 
more delicate, their apprehenfions are more correct, and their 
tafte more refined. Hence it frequently happens that the con- 
verfation of the former is rational and inftru¢tive, while a confi, 
derable proportion of the latter cannot difcourfe to purpofe on any 
fubje&, except their peculiar purfuits, or their favourite amufe- 
merts.’? : 


The P. has. given a detailed account of the manners of 
the Englifh; but he has been filent refpe€ting thofe of the 
Welch. Heé-hes given, however, a full, and, we think, 10. 
lerably accurate portrait of the Scotch, for which we regret 
the want of room. 

Inthe tedious and neceffarily dull defcription of the dif, 
ferent counti¢és jn England, Wales, and Scotland, we did 
not obfervea fingle paragraph which could either amufe or 
inform our readers, and to cenfure every inaccuracy might, 
befides incurring a fimilar charge of dullnefs, feem harfh and 
fevere. We fhall therefore proceed fhortly to notice the 
contents of the third volume, the laft which has yet been 
made public, and then take our leave of the P. for the pre- 
fent. é 

Ireland forms the fir article of vol. in. To the an- 
cient hiftory of this iffand, the author has allotted little 
{pace, and from the fcantinefg of the information which he 
has produced on the fubyect, even that httle might have been 
{pared. .Ot the pealantry, a moft wretched and deplorable 
picture is drawn, and we muft add, that in our opinion it is 
greatly carieatured. ‘Tins national wretchednefs does not, 
according to him, feem to arife from the natural difpofition 
or vices of the people, but from their uphappy fituation. 
Some of the particulars taken notice of, confidering the 
author, appear rather ludicrous. Aineng the miferies of the 
Irith, one is “Son the feet of their pth ob fhoes and ftock- 
ings are rarely found, and numbers of men and women are 
not feldom without them,”’ i..e. fhoes.and fluckinas. We 
fearcely fuppofed that a Scotchman would have confidered 
33a Mak of. wretchadacls a prackige common in hig own 

CONTITRY, - 
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country, at leafl during the fummer, and among the lower 
claffes, continued throughout the whole year. 

In looking through his dull and protra&ted account of 
England, Scotlind, and Ireland, we remarked feveral paf. 
fages which could only tend to engender or promote difcon- 
tent among the labouring claffes of the community. Convic- 
tion of the work’s never being either read or fpoken of 
amongft that defcription of people, fuppreffed the reprehen- 
fion which fuch hints imperioufly demand, In proof of 
this charge, take the following quotations, ‘the Irith are 
unwilling to work for thofe who oppre/s them,”—given as 
an apology for their being “ habitually indolent !”"—* they 
have no inducement fromm their Juperiors to employ their time 
in w/eful or laudable purpofes,”—* the Britith Legiilative 
controlled its (Ireland's) commerce for the moft part on the 
principle of monopoly ; though its wealth is in a great mesfure 
expended on the confumption of Briti/fb fabrics and commo- 
dities,’’ with many other affertions.of a fimilar tendency. 
But in juftice to the author, we willingly — part of a 
paragraph, in which he has candidly ftated the truth, and 
which merits the particular attention of thofe who are at 
prelent loudeft tor Catholic emancipation. 


‘« Moft part of the kingdom was transferred from catholic to 
proteftant proprietors in the reign of Elizabeth, Jamcs I. and 
efpecially in the ufurpation of Cromwell, who parcelled out many 
eftates to the officers of his army, the anceftors of a number of the 
prefent pofleffors. The laft forfeitures were incurred in the war 
that banifhed James 11. But the lineal defcendants of the old 
land-owners, many of whom are now degraded to the lowett 
fituations in life, ftill preferve the memorials of their right to 
thofe eftates which once belonged to their families. - Hence she 
gicfion of religion bas always. been connected with the right to, and 
pletion of, the Lawpev rRopeRty; and has been frequently 
agitated, occafioned many difputes and infurreclions, and greatly 
jaflamed religious zeal.’ 


On reading that Goldfmith was an “ efteemed. natural 
hiftorian,” we could not fupprefs an involuntary {mile from 
recolleQing Cumpberland’s account, not of his knowledge, 
but ignorance, of natural hiflory, 


“ That he was compelled to write his Animated Nature for 
daily bread ; that he fcarcely knew the difference betwixt a mule 
and an afs ; and could not diftinguifh between a turkey and a 
goofe, until he faw them on the table.’* 


The accuracy of Cumberland cannot be queftioned, finée 
Kk4 he 

















Si 
# 








fore: 2 er 











C+ Playfair’ s §, fem ej Geography. 


oo 


he was long in the habits of intimacy with that elegant Poet ; 
and who fhail be daring enough to doubt the vetacny of tie 
author of ** Calvary?” ‘The ta@, however, is notorious. 


We thall pals over the articles Denmark, Norway, Swe- 
den, and makea few remarks on that of Italy, which begms 
thus: 


* Italia, Italy, is bounded on the north and north-weft by 
the Alps; on the ea by Mare Superum, i, e. the Adriatic 
gulph, or gulph of Venice ; on the weft by Mare Inferum, the 
Tefcan Sea; and on the fouth by the Ionian Sea, adjacent to 
Greece ; lying in the.form of a boot, in an oblique dire¢tion 
from north-weit to fouth-caft.’’ 


Mare Superum was more commonly denominated Mare 
Adriaticum, v. Hadrialicum, fometimes limply Adria, trom 
a {mall town of that name at the top of the gulf. Mare In. 
ferum too was more generally Known by the name of Mare . 
Tyrrhenum, v. Tufeum. Tothefe fezs the Romans gave the 
appellations of Superum and Inferum trom a belief prevalent 
an ancient times, that the earth gradually declined trom eaft 
towell. Inthe refemblance of Italy, it might bave aflorded 
fone gratification to thofe who are not in poffeilion of the 
woiks of the Roman geographer, to know his idea reipecting 
the form of his country, which he expieffes in a fingle fen- 
tence. ** Eft ergo folio maxime querno aflimilata, multo pro- 
ceritate amplior quam latitudine ; in laeva fe flectens cacu- 
mine, et Amazonicae figura definens parmae, ubi a medio 
excurfu Cocinthos vocaiur, per finus lunatos duo cornua 
emittens, Leucopetram dextera, Lacinium finiftra.”’ Plin. 
Lib. iiz, 6. 

“Its length from north to fouth 1s about 600 miles; its leaf 


breadth exclufive of the extremities, 100, and its yreateft breadth 
upwards of 300 miles.’’ 


fiom the foot of the Alps to the fouthern extremity of 
Italy, the meafurement exceeds 660 miles. To the north 
of the gulf of Genoa, the breadth of a {mall tract of the 
country may be reckoned neatly 500 miles; but in that part 
fituated between the two feds, no place is abave 70 miles 
{from the coaft. The fuperficial extent of ‘this once cele- 
brated country, and the comparsétive length of its principal 
rivers, fhould haye ftated, 


«© Tt was anciently called Italia,, from IJtalus, a prince un- 
known in hiftery, Hefperia, on account of its weftcrn fituation 
jn 
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in refpe&t of Greece ; Saurnia (Saturnia) from Saturnus; Latium, 
trom the Latini; &c,”? 


Againtt this derivation of Italia, feveral weighty authori- 
tics may be ae and Latium, ‘from the Latini, is in dis 
rect oppofition to Virgil, who fays of Saturnus: 


‘¢ Latiumque yocari 
¢ Maluit, his quoniam latuiffet tutus in oris,’’ 


*¢ Padws, more anciently Eridanus, now the Po, the largeft 
river in‘ Italy, rifes in Mount Ve/adus, vifo, in Alpes Cottiz, 
from feveral {prings, runs north-eaft to Turin, thence eaftward 
for the fpace of 200 miles, in 45° north latitude, and by’ teri 
mouths difcharges itfelf into the Adriatic gniph.”’ 


‘** Ten mouths,” fhould be reduced to feven, of whick 
only two were formed by nature, the other five by art, — It 
continued in a fingle ftream, fays Polybius, until it reached 
the country of the Trigobali, and divided into two flreams 
Olane, alterwards Volane, and Padoa, Of thefe the latter 
formed one of the moft convenient and fafe harbours in the 
Gult of Venice, and the latter was navigable 2,000 fladia 
up the country. . The ftreams which fall into the Po, the 
P. has fervilely copied from Pliny, and had he read the 
fubfequent paragraph, he niuft have altered his crroneous 
defcriptiou of the mouths of the river. On the authority of 
Polybius, he might have ftated, that the natives called it 
Bodeyxov, and on that of Pliny, that the Ligurians gave it 
the name of Bodincum, which fignifics ‘* without. bote 
tom.” 

Of litle words the Principal makes bat little account. 
We thall confine ourlelves to two inflances. 

* The Rhenus, or Reno, falls into the fouth branch of 
the Po.” As that river has many fouth branches, did he 
mean a fauth branch? or into the Po on the fouth fide? or 
into the fouth channel of the Po? ‘The lalt will be ueareft 
thetruth, if by channel be underflaod the cut between the 
Po and Ravenna.“ Aatony, Lepidus, and Auguflus agreed 
to divide the empire bettveen themfelves,”” vead among, Simi- 
lar inaccuracies may be found in every page. 

We deer it unneceffary to point out the divifion of Italy 
which this author has-adopted, or the authors from whom he 
has copied, and, therefore, without troubling our readers with 
the expofure of more errors, fhall fho:tly obferve that ia his 
topical defcription, dutle more than a bare catalogue of 
names 
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names is prefented. The higheft excellence of this king 
of writing is an approximation toa map. We readily grant 
that local f{cenery has been attempted with greater fre. 
quency than fuccefs, and that few feem poffeffed of the 
requifite qualifications for that kind of writing. But the 
cafk of our author prefents no alarming difficulties. To ex. 
cite the attention, and to inform the judgment of the reader, 
by fhort defcriptions of places, of the manners, trade, and 
habits, or peculiarities of the natives, of the produ€tions of 
the foil, and of whatever is uncommon among the animal 
tribes, does not demand extraordinary talents. But it ex- 
ceeds even the patience of a veteran reviewer, to toil 
through 1700 quarto pages of dry recital, without languor 
and difguft. No philofophical knowledge, nor political 
fagacity diverfify the unvaried infipidity of proper names. 
Even wher the author adds fome hiflorical event tothe fitu- 
ation of a place, very often it proves incorrect. Let one 
inflance fufhce. 


*¢To the northward of (Promontorium Pelorum) Pompey the 
Great was detcated by Auguftus in a fea engageinent.”’ 


This is the fecond time, according to this author, that 
Pouspey was defeated after his death ! Firft Julius Cealar 
gained a victory over that noble Roman at Munda, a town 
in Spain; and now Auguftus, the fucceflor of Cefar, come 

els him to fly. Before Pompey, in the former inilance, 
hould be inferted ** Cnetus and Sextus, the fons of,’’ and 
in the latter ** Sextus, a fon of,”’ which would gendey the 
affertions confonant with truth. 

We have already {lated that little attention has been paid ta 
the calculations, in proof of which the following quotations 
may be deemed fufhcient. ‘* Hiltory of Geo. page 54, we 
find 95° long. 56.9. mules each; 7.¢. 5810 Englith miles,” 
inftead of 5405.55. A degree of longitude at 36 lat. the 
degree referred to, is only equal to 55. 9842... Page 52, 
* Five miles of 4840 feet each, are equal to 4583 Englith 
miles nearly ;" read +. 583, 7. ¢. upwards of four miles and 
a half. In next line for “4146 miles,” read 4. 146 miles; 
or + miles and 257 yards nearly, 

But of thefe and fimilar mniftukes: we have no doubt, the 
author will think we have tranferibed enough. We; however, 
muft affure the readers, that our rentarks have been fug- 
petted folly by a careful and unprejudiced perulyl of the 
work, forthe author is entirely anknown to us. Whoever 
were to fee the nuarber of pages filleds wth errors detetted 
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in poring over his three large quartos, which we have 
wholly fuppreffed, would be compelled in juftice to allow 
that’ we have treated him with evéry poflible degree of lenity 
confiftent with our duty to'the public. We now take our 
leave of this voluminous author, not without an earneft with 
chat he may either difcontinue'the publication, or by repeat- 
ed improvements ‘impart a value to the remaining volumes, 
which may caufe a reimpreffion of their elder brethren, with 
all requifite emendations and corrections, 





Art. IX. Critical Conjeftures and Obfervations on the New 
Tejtament, colleéted from various Authors, as well in regard 
to Words as Pointing, with the Reafons on which both are 
feunded. By William Bowyer, F.S,A., Bifbsp Barrington, 
Mr. Markland, Profefor Schultz, Profegir Michaelis, Dr. 
Owen, Dr. Weide, Dr. Goffet, and Mr. Weften.. A Series 
of Conjectures, from Michaelis ; and a Specimen of Netes, on 
the Old Teflament, by Mr. Wefton, are added in an Appendix. 
The fourth Edition, enlarged and corrected. 40. pp. 66. 
2]. 12s. 6d. Nichols and Son. 1812. 


I‘ muft be totally unneceffary to expatiate upon the aay 
or importance of this work, which is already fo well 
known, and has been fo generally approved, that it has paffed 
through three editions. We feem only to have orcalion to 
thank our veteran friend, the editor, for his unwearied exer- 
tions in the caufe of learning, ‘and to point out to the reader 
the parts of this edition which are new, and which have more 
particular claim to attention. 

Whoever fhall be at the pains to compare this with the 
edition which immediately prscrees, will find that the addi- 
tions, though perhaps confifting ot no very extended articles, 
are very numerous, and indeed are interfperfed almoft in 
every page. Of thele, perhaps the far greater part will be 
found to have been communicated by the late very learned 
Dr. Owen, and have been tyanferibed by the editor from the 
do&or’s copy of a former edition of the prefent. work, 
Some however will be found, and thefe by no means of un- 
important value, fuggefted by the very learned and venerable 
Bifhop of Durham. Thofe which occur with the name-of 
Profeffor Schultz are all, for the firft tame, now exhibited to 
the public, and of thefe we fhall introduce fome {pecimens. 
The obfervations which bear the fignature of Mr. Wefton, 

have, 
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have been printed before by the author, in a feparate publi- 

cation, reviewed by usin our 7th Vol. p. 531, but not much 

circulated. Having thus explained the additions winch have 

been made to this new edition, we procecd to give fume ex- 
amples. The following are chiefly by Profcilos Schultz. 

att. i, 2. “Ev 88 vais typos. ’ 

It appears from Epiphanius, Har. 29, that the Ebionites’ 


~ copy of St. Matthew had nothing of the two firft chapters, 


but began at the third, with the baptifm of John, [as Luke 
alfo did.] If credit might be given to thefe Hebrew copies, 
the greateft difficulty that is in any of the books of the New 
Teftament would be removed*. And it is plain that St. 
Mark (who in all other places follows the method of St. Mat- 
thew) begins with St. John’s baptifm. And fo does St. John, 
after a fhort account of our Saviour’s divine nature. Wall’s 
critical Notes, p. 4. Seea free Enquiry into the Authenti- 
city of the firft and fecond Chapters of St. Matthew's Gofpel ; 
Dr. Velthufen’s Authenticity ofthe Lt and 2d Chapters of St. 
Matthew’s Gofpel vindicated, London, 1771, 8vo.; and 
Michaelis’s Orientale Bibliotheque, . vol. i. pp..53 and 107. 
Profeffor Schultz. | | 

Chap. v.19. Kai Sdzkn srw tas avOgarus, thaxis® 
eA. Fe 3 

Perhaps rw fhould be omitted as in the Cambridge MS. 
and &+@ be inferted before Aayis®, to anfwer to &/& péves, 
in the following claufe. Bp. Barrington. 

Ibid. Kai ddan, 57Q- neyas xAnbnoelas: perhaps x d- 
dakn Blws, anfwering to the former part of the fentence ; 
whoever fhall break one of the Icaft ot thefe commandments 
and teach men fo, Markland on Lyfias iv. pp. 441, 442. 
And fo Step. y. Vers. Goth. 

(bid. Again Bowyer’s conjecture, > didzkn Slws, fee 
Schloffler Vindicaticnes N. T. locorum, p. +.. Profeffor 
Schultz. 

47, “Eav doxaonabe ras Gites dudv. The Vulgate fraires: 
vefiros, whence Erafmus, Stephens, Beza read ddeages, againit, 
the tefllimony, as they own, of all the Greek) MSS, [Miil,, 
Bengelius, and Wetflein have found in Greek; MSS. @dcages, 
in place of Gidns. This reading has been therefore admitted 
into the edition of the New Teltament of Geneva, and Wets 
flein takes it to be the true reading, and fhews that ddeages 


= 





* But it is adifficulty only to Unitarians ; and that no credit is 
to: be given to them, fee Brit. Crit. Vol, xxxiv. p. 4, &c, and. 
Dr. Magee on Atonement, third Edit. vol. 2. p. 451, &c. Reve 
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makes a good fenfe, whatfoever meaning you may give to 
this word. ] Profeffor Schultz. | 

Mark iit. 16. 

If to this verfe we prefix, in conformity with fome MSS. 
the words aparov Livwva, and place xai é%é9nxe—LTeoey in a 
parenthefis, the narration will be more perfect, and better 
connefted, than it is at prefent. Erafmas Schmidius was 
fo fenfible of this, that he printed the text accordingly. Dr. 
Owen. 

Ibid. Kas twionxe. Beza puts firlt apatov Sinwva, be- 
cafe Matthew and Luke have it in this manner, and be- 
cuufe otherwife the connection would be interrupted. Eraf- 
mus Schmidius approves of x. Glaffius Philol. f. 1. tr, 11. 
meimb. 2, p. 190; and fome MSS. confirm this conjecture. 
Profeffor Schultz. 

iv. 2. Tééeavs. According to Mil. Proleg. fe&. 1000, 
p- 109, thefe words are taken from the other Golpels, becaufe 
they are wanting in fome MSS. and Bengelius, in his New 
Teftament, hes heft them entirely out. Prof. Schultz. 

ix. 16. Adrévs. Read adrous, viz. the difciples, ver. 14. 
Erafinus, Stephens, Cafaubon, the Syriac verfion, Luther, vi. 
Codices, the editions of Bafil, Zuric, and Geneva, which is 
approved by Grotius, Erafmus Schmidius, Beza, Benge- 
fius. But it might be alfo put in place of gaures, Prof. 
Schultz. 

x.6. Kiisews. Clericus, in Art. Crit. fuppofes this to 
he an interpolation; but he has been refuted by Jac. Hale, 
Biblioth. C!l,11. Fafcic. v. p. 698. Prof. Schultz, 

i. 15. Barkey (Mifcell. Groning, vol. ii. p. 85) puts a 
comma after a views, that the fenfe might be, et faflum eft 
ut angeli et homines ab eis difceflerunt in celum, paflores 
dixerunt alit ad alios. Under the name of homines, he -in- 
4erftands Enoch, Elias, Mofes, who are fiid to have appeared! 
with the angels. Prof. Schultz. 

John ii. 12. Kal of uwabviai ates, Thefe words being 
wanting in two Latin and. two Greek MSS, and in the Ar- 
menian Verfion, Semler thiiks them to be added by a later 
hand. Prof. Schultz. 

i. 10, We might change the fignum interrogationis 
after yiveisxcs into a ftop; then the fenfe would be, however 
you are an Ifraclite of quality and learning, you do not un- 
derfland the nature and manner of regeneration. Prof. 
Schultz. : 

x. 34. "Eva elma, Seoi ise. Literally from the Septua- 
gint, Pfal. Ixxxi.6, whence it appears, that our Saviour here 
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includes the Pfalms under the law; and fo again, xv. 23, 
The .Fews do the fame, xii. 54. Dr. Owen. 

xviit. 40. Ansvs, arobber. Barabbas was not what we 
properly call a robber. We.was one, and perhaps the head 
of a clan, who took up arms and oppofed the payment of the 
Roman tribute ; and who confequently made frequent infur- 
rections on that account, and in thofe infurreétions were 
often guilty of murder. They made indeed no fernple to 
rob and plunder all the Romans they met with, and all their 
inherents, and hence were called Avsa:. Vide Jofephum de 
vita, fua, pafim. Of this fort were the two malefactors (340 
Ansal, Matt. xxvii. $38, Mark xv. 27) that were crucified with 
our Saviour. And of this fort was our Saviour himfelf alfo 
reckoned te be, for he was accufed of ‘* forbidding to give 
tribute to Cefar,” Luke xxiii. 2. So that the three fuffered 
{eemingly, that is, in the eyes of the Jews, for the fame crime, 
viz. laj@a majefatis. Thetwo dxsai were perhaps Barabbas’s 
affociates. See Mark xv.7. Dr. Qwen. 

We have thus exhibited brief fpecimens from each of the 
Gofpels ;_ but our theological readers do not require to be 
told, that thefe critical obfervations extend to the end of tlhe 
book of Revelations. We fhould regret not to fee more of 
the critical animadverfions of Profeflor Schultz, which do 
not appear to he continued beyond the four. Gofpels, did 
they not feem oftento favour the Unitarian fyftem. His note 
on Luke i. 4. is fill more flrongly to that effeét than that 
above cited, on Matth. iii. 1, but has been fully anfwered, 
in fubllance, by Mr. E. Nares, and others, The com- 
munications from the Bilhop of Durham, and the tranfcript 
from Dr. Owen's copy of feme preceding edition of this 
work, will be examined with ull fatisfa€tion. 

An Appendix is added of conjectural remarks, from. Sir 
John David Michaelis’s Intwodu€ien to the Sacred Writings 
of the New Teflament, communicated to the editor by the 
late Dr, Woide; and we have a fpecimen of notes on 
the Old Teflament, by Mr. Weflon, which were alfo in bis 
feparate work, here re-printed. The whole may be con. 
fidered as a truly valuable work; it’ is alfo remarkably 
well printed; and, as far as has come within our obfervation, 
with very great care and aitention to correctnefs, a matter 
o! no {mall importance in woiks of this defcription. 


Arts 





Nelfon’s Hiflory of Ifington, §11 


Art. X. Supplemental Article. Sce page 39?. 


"THE latter part of the anecdote telating to the death of the 
great Lord Bacon, was by accident omitted Jaft month, 
and obferved too late to be remedied. The following is the 
; 
whole paffage, from Aubrey’s Manuferipts. 


“¢ The caufe-ef his Lordthip’s death was tryeing an experiment, 
as he was takeing the aire in the coach with Dr. Witherborne, a 
Scotifh man, phifitian to the King. Towards High.Gate {now 
lay on the ground ; and it carne into my lord’s thoughts why 
fieth might not be preferved in fnow, as in fale. ‘They were re- 
folved they would try the experiment prefently : they alighted 
out of the coach, and went into a poore woman’s houfe at the 
hottome of High-Gate Hill, and bought a hen, and made the wo. 
man exenterate it, and then ftuffed the bodie with fuow; and my 
lord did help to doe it himfelf. ‘The fnow fo chilled him, that 
he immediately fell fo ill, that he could not return to his lodg. 
ings {1 fappofe then at Gray’s-inn), but went to the Earle of 
Arundel’s houfe at High-Gate, where they put him into a good 
bed, warmed with a panne; but it was a dampe bed, that had 
not been layn in for about a yeare before, which gave him fuch'a 
solde, that in two or three dayes, as T remember he (Hobbes*) 
told me, hedied of fuffocation.”” P. 75. ‘ 


This account has either not been known or not adopted by 
the biographers of Lord Bacon. ‘They agree that he went 
out to try experiments in Natural Philofophy; but the life in 
Rees’s Cy clope tia fays, that * he expofed him{elf impru- 
dently to noxious effluvia:” that in Mr. Chalmers’s new 
edition of the General Biographical Diétionary, merely, that 
he was taken fo ill as to be obliged to ftop. Neither men- 
tion the fnow nor the damp bed, but they ayree that it was 
at the Earl of Arundel’s houfe. The anecdote is therefore 
curious, and is molt probably true. 


—_—e we. ao: 





* That is Thomas Hobbes, of Malmfbury, the Philofopher. 
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Fijay on the Order of the Four Gofpels. 


ESSAY II. 


To tue Eptrors oF THE Britisn Critic. 
Stirling, tober 17, 1812. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I HAVE read, with fome attention, and with confiders 
eble intereft, the Letter trom Mr. R. C., which, in your 
lalt Number, you have publifhed under the tile of An Effay 
on the Order in which the four Gofpels were written. Without 
inquiring into the propriety or impropriety of that title, 1 
beg leave to make fome remarks on the fecond part of the 
letter; for the firft part, in which is difcuffed the queflion 
concerning the order in which the Gofpels were written, 
appears to me, I muft contefs, of very little importance. 
It is furely of no confequence to the pious Chriflian whether 
St. Matthew wrote belore St. Mark and St. Luke; or St. 
Luke before St. Matiliew and St. Mark ; provided there be 
fuficient evidence that they all wrote ‘* by infpiration of 
God.” I have indeed read, long ago, what has been 
written by Cave, and Whitby, and Lardner, and Michaclis, 
on the order in which the Gofpels were publifhed ; but with 
out being at much pains, perhaps, to balance the oppolite 
arguments, I have uniformly acquiefced in the commonly 
received opinion, both becaufe it is an opinion: which is at 
ieaft as plaufible as arty other, and becaufe it is fraught with 
#0 danger to the foundations of our common faith. 

** Whether any one Evangelift copied from another,” isa 
queftion which appears to ine of a very different nature. 1 
certainly will not contend, againft your re{pectable correfpond- 
ent, that the opinion adopted by him and Dr. ‘Townfon, is 
abjurd; but I think it will be granted, without contention, 


‘that if St. Mark copied from St. Matthew, and St. Luke 


from both, the evidence that they all wrote by m/piration 
will be fomewhat lefs; I do not fay much, but certainly 
fomewhat \efs conclufive, than it is on the fuppofition that they 
wrote without any fart of concert. The parallel which your 
correfpondent draws between the hiftorical books of the 
Old ‘Veltarnent and the tour Gofpels, does not hold ina 
fingle inltance. Except the books of Mofes, which furely 
were not copied from any prior writings, the hiftorical — 

© 
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of the Old Teftament appear to be nothing more than 
abridgements of the national records of the Hraelites after 
they were eftablifhed in the land of Canaan. As fuch they 
were all written at the feat of government; and it required 
not infpiration in their authors, to give to them all the autho 
rity which they were intended to have. The foundation of 
the Jewith religion refts not on any thing which they contain 
in the form of hiflory. The four Gofpels, on the other 
hand, were written at places far diftant from each other, and 
at atime when copies could not, as now, be multiplied by 
means of the prefs, and then circulated through the Roman 
empire. They were written, however, for the ufe of the 
whole world, which, under thofe circumftances, made moré 
than one Gofpel necelfary ; and as they relate the doctrines 
and faéts on which the truth of Chriltianity refts, if thofe 
relations be not perfeétly correét, the religion which was in- 
tended for the whole world, will be fhaken from its very 
foundation. One powerful argument for the accurate fide- 
lity of thofe narratives, is the perfect —— that fubfilts 
among them, though thev were written by four different 
men, at different times, and without any previous concert to 
prevent the appearance of contradiction. Nothing, it has’ 
been well and often argued, could, in fuch circumftances, 
have produced fuch harmony, but the fuperintending in- 
fluence of the Spirit of God, bringing to the remembrance 
of the writers, or of thofe who diated to the writers, ‘ all 
things, whatfoever their Divine Matter had faid unto them ;"* 
but 1f the Evangelifts copied from each other, this argument 
for the imfpiration at leaft, if not the fidelity, of the Gofpels; 
is completely deftroyed; for an equal harmony would un- 
doubtedly be found in the narratives of any number of un- 
infpired men relating the fame things, and copying each 
from the narrative of him who wrote before him. 

As I have never feen Dr. Townfon’s works, I know not 
what reply he has made to this odjeétion, which muft, I 
think, have occurred to him; but the mode in which your 
learned and mofl refpe&table correfpondent attempts to ab- 
viate it, appears to me, I .muft frankly own, very extraor- 
dinary. He feems to think that this copying of the Evan- 
gelifts from the writings of each other, adds even Arength 
to the teftimony of the whole; whilft it feems to me, and I 
fhould think, to nine-tenths of mankind, to reduce’ the teiti- 
mony of the whole to that of ove mar. 


‘©’ This method of copying,” he fays, “* from each other,. 


Would help to preferve the integrity of thefe ineftimable records, 
L | when 
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ESSAY IL. 


To ruk Eprrors oF THE Britisn CrRIiTIc. 
Stirling, October 17, i812. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I HAVE read, with fome attention, and with confider- 
eble interci, the Letter trom Mr. R. C., whieh, in your 
lalt Number, you have publifhed under the title of An E/jey 
on the Order in which the four Gofpels were written, Without 
inquiring into the propriety or impropriety of that title, I 
beg leave to make fome remarks on the fecond part of the 
letter; for the firft part, in which 1s difcuffed the queflion 
concerning the order in which the Gofpels were written, 
appears to me, I muft contefs, of very little importance. 
lt is furely of no confequence to the pious Chriftian w boeing 
St. Matthew wrote belore St. Mark and St. Luke; or St. 
Luke before St. Matiliew and St. Mark ; provided ie re be 
fufficient evidence that they all wrote “ by infpiration of 
God.” 1 have indeed re.d, long ago, what has been 
written by Cave, and Whitby, and Lardner, and Michaclis, 
on the order in which the Gofpels were peblifhed ; but with- 
out being at much pains, perhaps, to balance the oppolite 
arguments, I have uniformly acquiefced in the comme nly 
received opinion, both becaufe it is an opinion which is at 
ieaft as plaufible as arty other, and becaufe it ts fraught with 
0 danger to the foundations of our common faith. 

* Whether any one Evangelift copied from another,” isa 
queRion which appears to ine of avery different nature. 
certainly will not contend, againft your re{pectable correfpond- 
ent, that the opinion adopted by him and Dr. ‘Vownfon, 1s 
abjurd ; br it I think it will be granted, without confentiar, 
that if St. Mark copied from St. Matthew, and St. Luke 
trom ag the evidenc e that they all wrote by infpiraticn 
will be fomewhat lefs; 1 do not fay much, but caieikely 
fomewh va? lefs conclufive, than it 1s on the ‘uppofition that they 
‘wrote without any fart of concert. ‘The parallel which your 
correfpondent draws between the hiftorical books of the 
Old ‘Veltarment and the tour Gofpels, does not hold ina 


{ingle inftance. Except the books of Moles, which fi irely 
were not copied from any prior writings, the hiftorical books 
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of the Old Teftament appear to be nothing more than 
abridgements of the national records of the Lraelites after 
they were eflablifhed in the land of Canaan. As fuch they 
were all written at the feat of government; and it required 
not infpiration in their authors, to give to them all the autho- 
rity which they were intended to have. The foundation of 
the Jewith religion refts not on any thing which they contain 
in the form of hiflory. The four Gofpels, on the other 
hand, were written at places far diftant from each other, and 
at atime when copies could not, as now, be multiplied by 
means of the prefs, and then circulated through the Roman 
empire. They were written, however, for the ufe of the 
whole world, which, under thofe circumftances, made moré 
than one Go!pel neceffary ; and as they relate the doctrines 
and faéts on which the truth of Chriltianity refs, if thofe 
relations be not perfectly correét, the religion which was in- 
tended for the whole world, will be fhaken from its very 
foundation. One powerful argument for the accurate fide- 
lity of thofe narratives, is the perfeét harmony that fubfilts 
among them, though they were written by four different 
men, at different times, and without any previous concert to 
prevent the appearance of contradiction. Nothing, it has 
been well and often argued, could, in fuch circumftances, 
have produced fuch harmony, but the fuperintending in- 
fluence of the Spirit of God, bringing to the remembrance 
of the writers, or of thofe who dilated to the writers, “ all 
things, whatfoever their Divine Matter had faid unto them ;"* 
but if the Evangelifts copied from each other, this argument 
for the :m/piration at leaft, if not the fidelity, of the Gofpels, 
is completely deftroyed; for an equal harmony would un- 
doubtedly be found in the narratives of any number of un- 
infpired men relating the fame things, and copying each 
trom the narrative of him who wrote before him. 

As I have never feen Dr. Townfon’s works, I know not 
what reply he has made to this ovje&ion, which muft, I 
think, have occurred to him; but the mode in which your 
learned and moft refpe€table correfpondent attempts to ob- 
viate it, appears to me, I .muft frankly own, very extraor- 
dinary. He feems to think that this copymg of the Evan- 
gelifts from the writings of each other, adds even Arength 
to the teftimony of the whole; whilft it feems to me, and I 
fhould think, to nine-tenths of mankind, to reduce the tetti- 
mony of the whole to that of ove mar. 


“¢ This method of copying,’’ he fays, ‘‘ from each other, 
would help to preferve the integrity of thefe ineftimable records, 
Lt when 
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when a Gofpel could not only be collated in feveral copies, but 
could alfo be compared with another Gofpel, which, in a great 
— of paffages, and in many remarkable words, was aliud 
¢t idem. 

“ Another objet, and that, perhaps, during the primitive 
age, ftill more important, was fecured by this method. In 
imparting to mankind and eftablifhing in the world the glorious 

everlatting Gofpel, it appears to have been the intention of 
Heaven, that every infpired writer fhould be a /eparate and diftin® 
voucher of the truth of the difpenfation,. Had they exprefsly 
ag what had been already written on the fubjeé, it would 
ve feemed to imply a want of authority in the writer, who forti- 
fied his narrative by fach quotation ; as if without this collateral 
aid, he was not, fully and beyond all exception or fafpicion, a 
competent witnefs, But in regard to that infinitely momentous 
points the foundation of the whole building, the life of the 
lefled Redeemer, it f{emed good to the Spirir of Wifdom, that 
this ‘fhould ‘be attefed by the mouth of four infpired witneffes, 
in four fucceffive memorials, feparate and yet conned, fitted to 
each other like exchequer tallies.”’ | 


How the integrity of the Gofpels fhould be better pres 
ferved by the one having been partly copied from the other, 
than by their having all been written 2s original records. by 
their refpe&tive, authors, is not, I think, eafy to be: con- 
ceived. Qn the fuppofition of copying, they are in fa&t but 
one record, in all thofe places in cthith they perfeétly agree 
with-each other ; -but what are they in the numerous paffages 
in which they exhibit no fuch agreement? Does it not fol- 
low, on this fuppofition, that he who wrote laft deemed the 
narratives of thofe who preceded him, pesfecTly accurate in 
the. paflages which he copied, but: not. perfeétly accurate in 
thafeiwhesh he did. net copy ?;And if ,this be the cafe, does 
it not likewife follow, that our confidence in the whole mut 
be greatly diminithed ? It certainly does, in all thofe paf- 
fages-which exhibit any friking. difcrepance ; for where. St. 
Mark differs from St. Matthew, or St. Luke from both, we 
have no means of deciding which of, them is entitled to the 
moft implicit credit, if indeed any of them, on this fuppo- 
fition, be —- ye credit. —?. for . the BA 
of the copied I fee no peculiar fecurity which this 
mode of meta affords; for in all thofe paffi the 
four Gofpels ave but one ineftimable record ; and,all.the ad- 
vantages turnifhed for collation, atife from, having a greater 
number of copies of a record, which, in thofe.paflages, is 
not ¢liud et adem, but unum et idem. ; 
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"That it wos the intention of Heaven that! evéry’ infpire 
writer fhould be ‘a ty nate ime aiftine? + r of the tru 
_ of the difpenfation, has‘béen my decided opinion ever fince” 
I was capable of thinking on the’ fubje& ; “but if your Cor-° 
refpondent's hypothelis be well-founded, I°moft relinquith 
that opinion ; fer, according to’ that-hypothelis, the Evan: 

gelifls, in all thofe paffages in ‘which’ they: perfeétly agree,’ 
are not {eparate and diftintt vouchers, but fervile copiers trom’ 
each other; and the only rea? yoticher which we have, is the, 
Evangelift, whoever he be, that wrote firft. ‘Nay, they’ 
are worfe than fervile copiers ; for they have quoted’ or 
copied without acknowledgment, and ‘are’ therefore nothing’ 
better than mere. plagiaries; but ‘perfons Rail ‘of wilfu 

t 


meannefs, are not generally: deemed entitled ‘to «implicit 






credit. 

To remove this imputation ‘from the'Evangelifls, ‘your’ 
correfpondent affigns, as a’reafon for their quoting frony 
each other without acknowledgment, that Tach aveu-d quo~ 
tation “* would have feemed to imply a want of “aathority® 
in the writer, who fortified his narrative by fuch quotution/’” 
This apology for the’ plagiarifm of the Evangelifta, is éxaatly’ 
fimilar to the condutt of thofe Fatalifis who" attempt to re 
concile their own ‘principles to the common’ fenfe* of man\ 
kind, by faying, that ** though man in truth isa weceffary 
agent, having all his actions determined'by fixed aiid’ ims 
mutable laws; yet this being: céncealéd* from’ Him, he atts’ 
with the conviétion of being’a free agent.” That‘is, the 
Author of nature has concealed from niankind ‘that they are 
neceffary agents, in order that they may believe’ themfelves 
free, and accountable for their ‘moral conduct ; ‘but thofe 
fagacious Fatalifts have thwarted’ his ey by difcovering 
the fecret and revealing it to the whole world! “In like’manter, 
the Evangelifts forbore to acknowledgetheir quotations from 
each other, that they might all appear original writers, and 
thereby give the greater by ‘to their united teftimony ; 
but your correfpondent and his ftiend have defeated’their 
defign by dete&ting their plagiarifms ! M 

But it is needlefs to reafon in this mee if it be true, as, 
your cortefpondent feems (p. 291.) to be corivinced, tha 
no other a¢count can be given’ of the exa& agreement of the 
different Gofpels in a variety of pallies, than that -each 
Evangelift, when writing’ his Gofpel, 4ad\in bis hand the 
work of his predeceffor, ‘* as furely as they all had the Old 








* See Dr. Beattie’s Effay on Truth, Part 11, Chap. 2, Sett. 3+ 
Lig Teflament 
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‘eftament when , d volume.” .That 
Kore i Sener ra 


a 1d volume, feems not.to. me. by any means evident, 
there being in the New Teftament a quotations which 
have every appearance of having been made. from memory. 
But, not to incumber myfelf at.prefent. with the difcuffion. 
of this queftion, 1 beg leave to.obferve, that every agrce- 
ment or coincidence isto. be found among the feveral 
Cores eeaybe at: leaft as, goenplenely accounted. for by 
Dr. Marth’s hypothefis as by Dr. Townfon’s; andif I mu/t 
i pa of ,thefe hypothefes, I am: flrengly inclined to. 
preter the former to. the latter, becaufe it does not reprefent. 
any of the Evangelifts as. tacitly. cenfuring.the others for in- 
accuracy. - It is true, that Dr. Marth produces no evidence 
that his unin{pired document in any of its various forms, 
ever exifted; but neither hes your correfpondent produced 
any, evidence (I know not what. Dr. Townfon bas done) for. 
the truth of his hypothefis, except its. /uppofed.neceffity, to 
account for phenomena which all parties feem to. think re- 

uire fome folution. With. relpeft to evidence, therefore, 
the two, hypothefes feem to be on the very Same footing; but 
the. confequences that flow from them. are extremely. differ- 
ent. According te Dr. Marfh, the three firlt Evangelifts 
copied from different editions.of the. fame document, what 
red to each fitteft for his own purpofe ; and if thofé 

vangelifts were all. in{pired, there is no room to. call in 
queftion the fidelity of any of their narratives; for what- 
ever. may. have. been the merit or demerit of the. work from 
which they copied, the Spirit, under whofe influence they 
wrote, muft have. preferved them from copying. falfhood ; 
while the diferepancies which are found among them, imply 
no cenfure whatever of each other’s.inaccuracy ; being in- 
deed nothing more than what, on this. fuppofition, was un- 
avoidable, | 

’ Bat. may not. all. the. coincidences, both in. thought. 
and. in, words, which t fo. ftriking in, the three 
fir Gofpels, be alsscansha aensenen! for, without having, 
recourfe. to either of thele hypothefes? I am fo ps 
convinced that they may, as to have. refolved, fome.years. 
ago, to. att to account. for them myfelf; but: much 
public duty.o ‘a nature.calculated to occafion great anxiet 
in any. mind not. loft to all feg/e. of duty, together. wit 


i 


anxieties refulting froma more. private. fource, have. fince. 
that period, completely diverted my atiention from the fub- 
je&, to which. it feems new more than doubtful. whether 1 
fhall ever be able to return. The following hints, — 
: whic 
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which 1 fhall throw one Sars saa to method, 
may fhow upon what principles I think fuch an attempr 
fhould be made; ‘and if they induce meahiwccsd chen 
ray see ee and attempt a folution of the dif. 
ficulties himfelf, idler him'a tafk, which, 
spied he is ‘much Boch able than I a, to ‘perform 
co 

It is thitva‘om alt ah ‘Gai the mot remarkable. CO- 
incidences of both language and though: that occur in the three 
firft Gofpels, are found in thofe affages in which the feveral 
writers record our Saviour’s doétrines and miracles; and it 
will likewife be admitted that of a variety of things ‘fen or 
heard by any man at the fame time, thofe which snake the 
deepeft impreffion, are long and diftinétly remembered, after 
all ae of the others ure effaced from the memory. The 
miracles of our Lord muft have made, on the minds of thole 
who witneffed them, fons too deep to, be ever. effaced ; 
and his followers at ‘eal were called aioe by every motive 
which can influence the mind of man—by intereft, ambition, 
duty and reverence, to treafure up in their memories his 
do€irines in his. very werds.. Indeed if your dent 
will take the trouble to attend to the operations is OWN, 
mind, he will foon be convinced that all men tk ia 
remember and réajon, as well as Jpeak, in fome languages | — 
that it is impoffible to feparate, even in thought, thole notions 
and ideas, to which Locke has.given the name of mixed modes, 
from the words by which they are commonly ee pisets 
my there not been theneiace a ary mga odagabegis RD 
in language—among t v w Aes | 
difcourfes of their Mafter, x dene muft have wat. g te 
ferently conitituted from the minds of all. other men ;. for i it 
x: not denied, that, in the order ef pap tag wi ibe 
the unimportant circumflantes attending t w t 
récord, Tere is no fuch wonderful Seal betoney, y 

To ‘iluftrate my BEER yy Sy ay LOS sribe, 
from another literaty Journal * what.1 related of myfelf in a, 
fimilar difeuffion feven years ago; and I doubt nat but. 
numbers of your readers—perhaps. ‘all of them—could give 
fimilar details of the difcrimination {if 1 may fo call it) of 
their own memories. 


* At this sioment Svea 
ago, of the fla and report of the fir 
Brel contiguous to me j snd dig a Fone me us hed 


” 
Be eo — 2) & a ae ees peeves Saag 


* Anti-Jacobin Mogasine, vol, xxi. p. 118. 
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at the diftance of but one year, of the effect produced among the 
| came ve att the gun, . It nu A, a review, to b dap I 
gone wi companions nearly of my. own age, the very 
names of all whom but one I have now forgotten ; at doubt not 
but fuch of them.as are alive may have forgotten mine. Nay, I 
do not recollect with certainty, whether the regiment reviewed 
was in the Highland uniform, though that uniform is very different 
from every other in the Britifh army ; I cannot fay in which of 
the fummer months, nor D ecartir in what year, I witneffed that 
fcene, which to me was fo novel and fo ftriking ; but I am ver 
certain that the gun was fired on the right of the line. Suppote 
now, which was probably the cafe, impreflions to have been made 
on the minds of my companions, fimilar to thofe which were made 
upon mine ; will any man doubt but that if three of them were, at 
this diftance of time, to give a hiftory of the fame fcene, as it pre- 
fents itfelf to their minds refpectively, there would be a remark- 
able harmony among us all in our manner of defcribing the fa 
and report of the gun, and its effects om the furroundixg crowd ? 
whilft we might all write with equal fidelity, and not harmonize 
rhaps in any other circumftance whatever ; our attention having 
ce differently attra¢ted by the fubordinate circumftances.”’ 


As this kind of egotifm cannot be faid to be the offspring 
of vanity—no man béing either elevated or depreffed by re- 
lating infflances of the accuracy of his memory‘in one in- 
flance and of its treachery in another, I fhall take the 
liberty to illuftrate my meaning by another detail of a fimilar 
kind. Ata period prior to that of the above Review, I was 
carried, by my father and a friend of his, to fee a colleétion 
of wild beails and other foreign animals which were exhibited 
in the neighbourhood ; but my attention was fo completely 
arrefted by a large Baboon, which the keeper called an Oran 
Outang (I doubt not very falfely); and by the man’s thrufting 
his hand into the mouth of a lange black dear, offering to. 
any perfon, who would do the fame thing, all the money 
which he had collected that day; that I retain not the idea 
of one other animal of the whole colle€tion, though I have a. 
confufed remembrance that the colle€tion was very con-. 
fiderable. “Nay, I have not the fainteft recolleétion of my 
brother being with me; though, as we were nearly of the 
fame age, ftrongly attached to each other, almoft conftantly 
together, and the only fons of our parents, I conclude that 
he was of the party. But how. weak, even onthe mind ofa 
boy, muft be the imprefhon: made. by. fuch {cenes-as thefe, ° 
when compared with the imprefhion made on the minds of 
the i by the leaft ftriking of their Divine Mafter’s 


miracles 
Let 
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Let it be. remembered Selene univer oo Aor a law of 
human nature, ¢ proportion as on: 
the mind by. the principal objel is r hace “le reduced by by’ 
the Je/s important circumflances are weak, and” 

to be foon effaced, or if retained at all, to be’retained ‘aietty 
and confufedly ; and that when the impreffion made by the 
principal object is exceedingly ftrong oe fills the mind with 

aftonifhment, the-unimportant circumftances | make’ no im- 
* preffion whatever, as has been a hundred times’ proved by 
the hackneyed inftance ‘of a ‘man abforbed in, thought not 
bearing the found of a clock bey the hour. hee. ¢ him. 
If thefe fa&ts be admitted, (and ‘let the reader w paid, 
any attention to the laws of human thought, determine, from. 
what he has ‘experiénced in himfelf, whether they .can . be, 
called in queftion,) it.will not, I think, be neceflary to aes 
recour[é to hypothefes, to account either for that 
harmony which prevails among.the three. firlt Evan cel, 
when recording the miracles of our Blefled Lord, or 
difcrepancy which is found.in what they fay of the order in 
which thofe miracles were performed, or of the lefsi seperti 
ant circumftances accompanying the performance. 

I beg leave to introduce wha: I haveto fay on ‘the’ oe 
mony of the Gofpels in the only other details in which that* 
harmon is. Bh sian ble, by. a.fhort extract from the learned 
and judicious Remarks on "Michaelis s Introdu€tion to the, New, 
Tefament, publithed ten years. ago, By way f havin to 
Siadents in Divinity *. 


“ Our hifforians,”? fax the author of that valuable reat; « “ are’ 
labouring to report, accurately, the: fpeeches and difcourfes of) 
another; in which cafe, even common hiftorians would endeavour. 
to preferve the exact fenfe,“and, “as: far.as their memory would: 
ferve them, the fame words, . In feeking to do this, itas not to. - 
be wondered at, that two or three writers fhonid' often fall upon a; 
verbal agreement ; nor, on the contrary, if they write independ... 
ently, that they fhould often mifs of it, becanfe their, memory , 
would often fail them, ‘With regard to. the facred writers, it. is, 
natural to Suppofe them fudlious 9 f this very, circumpan Hecnmpares 5. and we . 


oJ wan the reading of th eo ala . with. Dr. Marth'e : 
Differtation, that firft the train of thought, whi om; 
the harmon Bas the three e firf  Golpes has mie " 


mind éver I believe it is very generally known. by..tv 
the Reaarbi 9 we written ; but since the author has not 








to prefix his name to a work, which would reflect honour on ‘any 
name, I feel not myfelf at liberty to quote them otherwife than as 
anonymous, 


L1*¢4 have 
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reafon 





pie hn meet writi 


th each ot abl a so for 
zs cy ba difperfed theme vee: ig al Mark and ge t or 
rtunities, even if were not original eye- witnefies, 
| Tidak oon of a common dbceaiait but that document was no 
other than the preaching of our Bleffed Lord himielf. He was the 


great Prototype. In looking up to him, the author of their faith 
and miffion ;. and to the very words in which he was wont ta 


diftate to them, (which not only yet mgr = their eats, but 
preg sco area meget iad: 16 promifed * for 

that very Lary have given us ee often 
agresing in words, no: without much dive fication, and 
always in fenfe.”” ; 


To this cogent’ reafoning, beg leave to vd tng Sh fuch. 


of the difciples as could wri co 
_ Mafler’s yo eR or ‘at wit in poe me y iene ta 


paper or parchment, each for his own use, on the evening 

of the very day on or were delivered. . Though. not 

apt fcholars, they ave been at leaft defirous of 

learning, for poe with the bleffed Jefus, they were: 
ly afking the meaning of his parables; and St. Mark 

affures us ¢, that on thofe occafions ** he expound all things 

to his difciples. "Such ex s were not furely eeay 

afked oy given to be infantly forgotten ; bpd ty 

ptefervé them was to co them to writin 

deed commonly of the Apofiles as eet 






ally were; but they were not a, bree 
fo ma cae to be i ana of ring er 
As a tax-gatherer St tfuec beer le. 


; and St. eho he es “Ape 
he beciy oh for fo she ict x Tollcwer ° itt 


as he afterwards wae. a comps ‘etme the A Azote, appears to 





— om Paes eons xe ant . 
es —-* 


‘“ © St. Jobs ay. 96." + Chap. ix. 340 
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have been capable, nny on; of ¥ 


not only the vernacular ving. some but even 
almoft claffically pure. Is is not Soestreme tod that” toch 


men fhould have contented themfelves with treafu up, 
merely in their memories, difeourfes which they’ were fo very 
defiraus to underftand, when they could fo eafily have made 
memorandums in writing, both of the difcourfes themfelves, 
and alfo of their. meaning as et ga their 
That St. Peter or St. John was this, during the 
time that their Mafter fojourned with To ‘ts not indeed fo 
evident ; but it is certain that every one of the eleven, and 
probably many other difciples, could write a riety of fan-- 
uages after the miraculous defcent of the Holy 
; and on way tian toe peanael le oa ' 
ules which they made of their newly-acquired talent, was to’ 
commit to writing an account of the mot frikng miracles of 
their then glorified Mafter, as well as of what 
they deemed his moft important difcourfes.. A detail of 
thofe miracles and difcourfes they well knew was to form 
the bafis of the fermons by which they were commanded to’ 
convert the nations ; and had we no other evidence that they 
had made memorandums of them, each for his own ufe, the 
very circumftances of the café'would furnith evidence fuf- 
ficient. Other evidence, however, is not wanting j at leaft I 
cannot conceive why St. Paul thould have been {o very a 
firous to have the parchments, which he had left with Ca 
brought to him, in preference even — the books (ra Bi 
the Seeks nar oxmw) i. e. the Old Teftament, unlels thot: 
parchments had contained an abftra€t or at leaft memoran-: 
dums of that’ Gofpel, which, as he informed the Galatians, 
he was taught by the revelation of Jefus Chrift. - 
Your correfpondent indeed denies that the difcourfes and 
miracles of our Lord formed the conftant fubje& of the’ 
preaching of the Apoltles. 


“€ This, though Sid vest chaps, is (in. his. eniniead 
without. any Ato ey contrary to. fact. 
ae Ae of the. Apottles and eye. 
gg a gh fhee ea pest: not. one miracle, not one pa. 
rable, ? agin ‘one rd ig recited in de il. 

r proceeding a ers eS ttie b iferent. They thawed 
pede tess inh (ofthe Old Teta) ht he hah was 
vd Se ct tat pha ‘They tanghe thatthe Holy 





efus had fo died, oot ifth & a 


| was ordained’ to be't all mankind. brook 
of thefe' things, in addition ? e he 


voice of pr was the 
prophecy, wi 
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miracles which they thes Wrought, “ with great power 


giving witnefs of the refurreftion of the Lord Jefus,”’ 

To this I beg leave to reply, that the Aé?s of the Apoflles is 
the on nod book, fer sed the Epiftles and Galen in 
which there are any recorded fpeeches of the Apofties; but 
St. Luke, the author of that book, had already recited the 
miracles, parables, and difcourfes of our bleffed Lord in his 
Golpel, to which the Ads of the Apafties was publilhed merely 
as a al and as. fuch addreffed by the Evangelift to the 
fame Theophilus. The various epittles of St. Paul, St, James, 
St. Jahn, and St. Jude, were addrefled to thofe to whom the 
Golpel had been already preached ;. and appear, beyond all 
controverly, to have been intended to point out and con- 
demn certain errors in faith and ptadtice, into which the 
feveral churches either had fallen or were in danger of being 
Betrayed. That the firft preachers of the:Golpel thowed from 
the Scriptures, that the Mefliah was.to die for cur fins, and 
rife again for our juftification, is indeed moft true; but how 
they could prove that the bleffed Jefus anfwered to this 
eharacter of the Meffiah as portrayed in the Old Teftament, 
without reciting the miraculous circumftances of his birth ; 
the difcourfes which he pronounced, and the miracles which 
he wrought during his life; the prodigies which bore witnefs 
to him at his death; his miraculous refurreétion from the 
dead; and his glorious afcenfion, after forty days, into 
heaven, is to me utterly inconceivable. The only proof 
pollible to be given chat he was the Mefliah promifed in 
the Old Teflament was to fhow that, in all thofe ations, 
events, and difcourfes, the bleffed Jefus had fulfilled: the 

phecies. The miracles wrought by the Apoliles and 
Kos clits themfelves were indeed complete . prools, that 
they who ‘‘ declared what wonderful things they had feen: 

heard” of their Divine Mafter, were faithful gurimepier 
tent by God to proclaim his truth to the whole world ;, bat 
thofe miracles could prove nothing more. 

The ‘difcourfes and miracles of our Lord therefore un- 

reftionably formed the conftant fubje& of the tai : 
a Apoftles; and there can be no reafonable doubt, but. 
that to preferve themfelves from all danger of falling into- 
error, they made memorandums.of thofe difcourfes and mi- 
racles, whilil they were yet frefh.in their memories; and 
frequently compared their feveral memorandums with each: 
ether, during the many years which they appear to have.re-, 
mained, after the afceniion, at Jérufalem.or in. its -negigh=» 
bourheod, Of this, I fay, there can be no reafonable 4 : 

ufe 
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becaufe fich has ever been’ the condu& of men of good 


fenfe and integrity in fimilar circumfances. © | 

It may indeed be fuppofed, and is, T believe, the general 
opinion of Chriltians, that the Holy Gholt, the Comforter, 
whom the Father had fent to the Apoitles in Chrift’s name, 
brought all things fo diftinétly to their remembrance, what- 
foever the Lord Jefus had faid duting all the time that he 
“wert in and out among them,” as to fuperfede. the ule of 
written memorandums. 1 have heither inclination nor. 
reafon to call in queftion’ the truth of this byporbet be- 
caufe it implies that the ee Ghoft brought to their ree 
membrance not only their Mafter’s derines but alfo his 
very words; there being no diftind? remembrance of notions 
or ideas entirely feparated from words. 

To this it will be objeéted that the language in which 
Chrift taught in, the temple and ftreets of Jerufulem, was 
not Greek, in which the Gofpels are written, but Syriac, or a 
diale&t of Hebrew; and that therefore the Evangelifts have 
not made ufe of his words in reciting his difcourfes and mi- 
racles.. This is true; and it accounts in part for fome 
differences of phrafeology in their relation of the fame thin 
which I fhould otherwife have thought almoft unaccountable, 
Their agreement however in the ule of the fame words, and 
fome of thofe words, as your correfpondent jufily obferves, 
uncommon, is a much greater ftumbling block to the un. 
believer, or the veering’ who calls himfelf a rational 
Chriftian, than their'very flight differences of expreflion ; 
but if it be admitted that, as foon as they were in[pired with 
the knowledge of Greek, and knew that it was the langu 
moft ‘generally fpoken through. the whole civilized workl, 
they made memorandums of their Mafter’s difcourfes in that 
language, and compared them with each other ; the harmony 
which prevails among them may be eafily accounted for, 
without the aid of groundlefs hypothefes. It may even be 
accounted for without calling to our aid written memoran- 
dums, although I have no doubt but that fuch memorandums 
were made by the Apoltles., >. 2. o> . 

It is agreed that on all hands that the Apoftles were not 
infpired with the idioms and -elegances of the Greek language ; 
and it has been very ably proved *, met ea in- 
{pired would have dimini the evidence of their Divine 
authority. But if they were infpired only with the words 
or terms of the language, can any thing be more natural—I 





* Sce Bithop Warbuston’s Dodfrine of Grace, &c. 
might 
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might fay unavoidable, than to infer that he who infufed into 
their minds thofe words and terms, made them all expreffive 
of the very fame ideas, notions, and relations, in the mind of 
every man fo miraculoufly taught to fpeak and write the 
Greek language? St. Luke having been educated to the pro- 
feffion of a phyfician, had ftudied the Greek language in the 
ufual way, by reading claffical Greek books, and, not oy cha 
bly, by travelling into Greece or at leaft into fome Greek 
colony. His ftyle is therefore much purer and more ele. 
gant than St, Matthew’s or St. Mark’s, though he has many 
words, and fome of them unufual in claffic authors, in com- 
mon with thofe two Evangelifts; but fome of thofe words, 
which are pointed out by your Correfpondent, are ufed 
likewife by Jofephus, and are. probably more common in 
Helleniftic Greek than he and lareawareof. .. .. 
On the whole, though I have here hardly fketched the 
outlines of the plan which I fhould purfue, were I to write 
a differtation on the origin of the three firft Gofpels, I am 
willing to hope that even this rude draught is fufficient to 
fhow, that in order to account for the harmony which_per- 
vades them all, it is not neceflary to adopt either Dr, Marth’s, 
or your Correfpondent’s, hypothefis. To both thele hy- 
hefes the obj:€tions feem infurmountable ; though I think ° 
the latter by much the more derogatory of the two, to the 
authority of the Evangelifts, Your Correfpondent thinks 
very differently ; and he has certainly the fame right to fup- 
port his opinion that 1 have to fupport mine; but' I will 
enter into no controverfy with him on a fubje&, to which 
a volume would fcarcely be fufficient to do complete juitice; 
for I have no leifure to write a volume. It is indeed ex- 
tremely probable that he and I think differently on various 
fubjeéts ; but I am no ftranger to his merits, and never yet 
efteemed any man the lefs for not viewing every thing 
through the fame medium, in which it prefents itfeli to me. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your conftant reader, 


And occafional Correfpondent, 
) 1 tile 
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BRITISH CATALOGUE. 
POETRY. 


s * Pi and. T ° 
sie Se x era cit 


this elegant. volume have formerly, 
tend o ger ea hig » and truly juft commendations ; 
canaieme rac accotint of " Poetical’ ‘Regifter'for 1802 *, and 
Europe, when it was fepatately printed +. The .telt. of the Yo. 
lume confifts of a poem on the paffage of the Red Sea by the’ If- 
raelites, very fimilar in ftyle and merit.to the Puleftine; tranf- 
lations of fix odes from Pindar’s Olympics, two’ of which (the. 
1ft and 2d) were printed in the Quarter! Review for May, 181 ly 
(No. 10.) in an article underitood to have been written by Mr, 
R. Heber. Thefe are followed by fome lines fpoken at Oxford, at! 
the inftallation of Lord Grenville,’ and'an ‘epitaph‘on Mr. Ship. 
ley, a young naval officer, 
A volume of poems by an wahor wheta merit +has: been fo ex 
tenfively acknow ‘cannot. ae -“—_ weenie oe 


We thall content ves with: fay 
it, and with giving a fpecimen Arm peiegbabeh the Red'Sea." Sea. 
“« Oh! welcome came the morn, an Ifrael ftood 
In truftlefs woader by th’ avenging flood! 
Oh! welcome came vag alee ;morn, to fhow 
The drifted wreck of Zoan’s pride helow; 
The mangled limbs of men— the broken car— 
A few fad relics of a nation’s war? - 
Alas! how few !—‘Then, fofe as Blim's well, 
The precious tears of new-born freedom. fell. 
And he, 2 hal harden’ 4: t alike had borne 
The houfe of bondage sopprefior’s feorn,. 
The Qubborm flave, i by hopes new. beams fubdued, . 
In faltering accents fobb’d his gratitude— 
Till kindling into warmer zeal, around. - 
The Yan, ae wak’d i ~y Iver found; 
And in , no more'by doubt fuppreft, 
The ftru ae irit throbb’d in Miriam's breaft. 
She, with bare arms, and fixing’on the tky 
The dark ‘tranfparence of her lucid'eye, 
Pour’d or the winds of heaven her wild ores acti. 


~~ 2 


* Brit. Crit, Vols xxiii. p. pe 636% +b, Val. xxiii, ae $22. 
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* Where now,’ the fang, ‘ the tall Egyptian {pear ? 
* On’s funlike fhield, and Zoan’s chariot, where ? 
* Above their ranks the whelming waters {pread. 
jroy wes Ifrael, asd the Lord oe omens 17? ee 
ev ween, as Miriam fang, 
From eg eee the martial pons ~ . 
And loud and far their ftormy. choras _ 
*Shout, Ifrael, for the Lord hath triumphed!’ ’’ P. 75. 
The clofe of this paflage ftrongly recalls to mind the famous chorus 
of Handel on this ibjetty where that very effect is reprefented. 
Jn the arduous tak of tranieting Pindar, Mr. Heber has cer. 
tainly fucceeded better than moft of his predeceffors. . 


Arr. 12. The Shade of Drury ; a Vifion. Inferibed to one of the 
‘. Patentees of the Theatre Reyal, Drury Lane, 40. 26 pp. 33. 
Chapple. 1811. | ‘ 


This vifion appears to have been written before the .plan was 
adopted, which has fince produced a new and. beautiful theatre. 
It promifes well in the beginning, hut does not quite correfpond 
with that promife afterwards: the firft lines are thefe. ~~ 


*« December’s mifts obfeur'’d the rifing day, 
And carts and donkies took their weary way ; 
‘The mafter-fweeper pour’d his voice amain, 
‘The climbing boys replied in treble ftrain, t 
And all announc’d the fcite of Drary- lane. 

Of Drury-lane, but ah its towering pride, - 
‘The theatre, no more could be defcried, 


‘<A hungry dramatift, Jong out of pay, | 
Who fear’d to meet the gari> eye of day, 
Bent him, mechanically, toward the fpot, 
Where praife and profit, ence his happy lot, 
His pockets fill’d with notes of Heary Hafe, 
And crown’d his head with never-failing bays.’’ 


This is the firft time that we have feen the worthy fucceffor of 
Abraham Newland brought forward into that poetical celebrity, 
which the late cafhier fo long enjoyed. That celerity of con- 
ftruction, which is afterwards recommended, has certainly been 
employed, and the new theatre has feemed rather to rife fponta. 
neoufly out of the ground than to be raifed by common labour. 


“« How foon might wife celerity reftore | 
My ftrudture to the rank which late it bore! 
Ten fleeting months did Covent Garden raife ; 
The fpeed tranfcendent, and no lefs the praife ; 
The period for completion when announced, 
Was an impofibility pronounced ; 
Of what may be we have the wond’rous fample, 
Let us then ftrive to equal the example.” P, 22. 


So 
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So very bad a line.as the fixthoof thefe, and indeed the two fol. 
lowing, could not furely have any effect in perfuafion! Yetthe thing 
is done, and if it was the object of the writer to forward that de- 
figo, few poets have fung with fo much appearence of faccefs. 


Ant. 13. Nobility) @ Pode; int Imitation of the eighth Sative of 
JFuvenal, Addreffed to a young Nobleman. 4to. 43. Gale 
and Curtis. 1812.) 00) ©. ' 


‘We cannot fpeak He highly of this performance, though the’ 
fubject is well chofen, “The prefent reigt 1» Regine hed oor 
nobility, or of fome of them at leaft, exhibit a fair mark for the 
fatirift. But was it not fo always? The following feem the belt 
lines inthe poem, Ce eg 

«‘ Should yon, like fome,.all obloquy defpise, 

And think convenient plundeg lawful prize, 

‘Though Guilt be vigilant and Juftice blind, 

Shall fome unthought-of vengeance. lurk behind ; 
Heaven's bolts unheeded, gathering in the fky, 
Burft on a wretch when leaft prepared to die.’* — 


~ 






Art. 14, The Nun, an amatory Poem, with various defaltory 
Poems. By an Officer of the Royal Navy. izmo. 53. 6d. 
Bbess,, 18180,, « ae ee 
If we could bring this Officer of the Navy perfonally before 

our court-martial, we.would turn him. before the. maft, after or. 
dering him a round dozen... His only excufe for this farrago of 
indecency and ribaldry is, it feems, his youth, but had the thip to 
which he belonged no {choolmafter? If he retains his propenfity 
to indulge in thefe fooleries, we recommend his ‘being ordered up 
aloft to the maft-head every day for three or four: hours. 


Art. 15. The Figured Mantle and The Bridal Day, legendary 
Tales, with other Poems, by a Suffex Clergymam, 12mo0. 33. 6d. 
Law. 1812, , irr 


We recommend this Suffex Cleryman to dedicate his Icifure 
hours in future to the proper ftudies of his pfofeffion. He 
will never gain either credit or preferment by his poetical abili- 
ties. The town has been fadly deluged of Jate with bad poetry, 
and we cannot help wifhing that the fpirit of the Baviad would 
once more rife and fcare away this {warm of idle drones from the 
gardens of the mufes, i 


Art. 16. Rejefted Addteffes; or the New Theatrum Poctarem. 
Second edition. 12mo. 127 pp» 48 6ds J. Millar. 1812., . 


We have lau very heartily, as many others have, over 
this lively burlefque of modern poéts, atid therefore feet-no — 
| tices ec: pti 
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prife at the early ‘of a fecond edition. No difference is 
perceiveable, on a collation, between the firft edition and 
the fecond, except the t fition of the “ Addrefs without a 
Phomtix,”* by’S. TF. P. and the change of the initials prefixed to 
** Punch’s Apotheofis,’’ from G. C. the younger to T.H. The 
former defignation could not poflibly. be miftaken ; who may be 
interided by the new. one is not ly clear, though it may alfo 
be gueffed. But the myftery is, how the imitation of one’ author 
fhould ly ferve for another! The Probationary Odes, which 
gave the hint to this volume, contained one real. Ode ; 
on the fame principles, we rather expected and hoped “ys in the 
fecond edition, a real Addrefs which was attempted to be read 
from the boxes at Drury-lane; being certainly .not lefs enter. 
taining than any of the fititious performances here included. 
For the benefit of our country readers, for there are few in Lon. 
don who have not read the book itfelf, we fhall asa fpeci- 
men, the opening of the called ** The Rebuilding,’’ which 
is, in fact, rather a parody than’ an imitation of the moft abfurd 
poem that bas appeared within our memory *. | 


«* I am a blefled Glendoveer ; 
’Tis mine to fpeak and yours to hear. 
Midnight, yet not a nofe- ; 
From Tower-hill to Piccadilly fhored! © 
Midnight, yet not a nofe | 
From Indra drew the effence of repofe ! 3 48 
See with what crimfon'fury = 
By Indra pom Ane God of fire afcends the walls 
rary 3 
The tops of haietes, blue with lead, 
Bend beneath the Landlord’s tread ; 
Mafter and ’preutice, ferving-man and lord, 
Nailor and taylor, | 
- Grazier and brazier; 
Thro’ ftreets and alleys pour’d, 
All, all abroad to gaze, 
And wonder at the blaze. 
Thick-calf, fat-foot, and flim.knee, 
Mounted on roof and chimney, 
The mighty roaft, the mighty ftew 
To fee; 
As if the difmal view . 
Were but to them a Brentford Jubilee.” P. 32. 


The real authors are faid to be wellknown, but as they have 
not chofen-to declare themfelves, it is not our bufinefs to unmak 
the ASEAOO!I, j. and H. S. 
ounpndi Seid -_— 7 oe ee — site 

* See Brit, Crit, vol. xxxix. p. 272, 
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CLASSICS, | 


ArT. 17. P, Ving Maronis Bicolica. 12m0. 98 pp. with 
22 Plates. 135. Jennings and Mackinlay. 1810, 


‘The fimple title of this book exprefies but an edition 
of Virgil's eclogues. It is, however, a _ edition, the 
lates*being all intended to illuftrate the plants mentioned in: the 
Martyn, a celebrated botanift, father to ‘the prefent 
Profeffor Martyn, of itill: greater celebrity, publifhed both the 
Eclogues and Georgics partly with this view, and his editions are 
_ efteemed. It is probable that an edition of the 
in fame form was alfb ted by the nt editor, 
eee ok 


ouan we have not feen it a 
- Nota word of preface or explanation of any kind informs the 
— what is to be expected in this edition, but it contains— 

. the text of the eclogues ; «2. : an notes, in, part, abridged 
a Martyn, and containi fe hip which are 
all plaeed at theend; 3. an Baglin pete ion; which is 
not that of Martyn, but feems to be Peale a8 care. The whole 
printed with exquifite neatnefs'by Benfley 

Our readers may recollect that we enownetd fomev diene ad's 
{mall but very neat work, in two volumes, entitled ** Elements 
of the Science of Botany, as eftablifhed by Linnzus*.’’ It was 
illaftrated Ly outline — of the plants, engraved with great 
accuracy. and: {pirit. t book is in form, fize, and 
every particular ee full bro as that, and pegs we “4 
from the fame author. 

The plants here figured ares.) - Quercus ilexs 2. 
arborea; 3. Viburnum = #4 ye haa yllum ;' 5. Li- 
guftrem vulgare ; 6. Convolv 3 7+ Lilium martagon ; 
8. Lilium candidum; 9. Cheiranthus incanus; 10. Nareiffa 
poeticus; 11. Anethem graveolens; 12. Daphne Gnidium ; 
13. Calendula arvenfis ; 14s Myrtus communis; 15. ‘Arbutus 
unedo; 16, Mimofa Nilotica; 17. Refeda luteola; 18, Olea 
Europea ; 19. Lolium temolentum; «20. Fraxinus Orns 5 | a. 
Ranunculus hirfutus ; Pao age f 

There is fut one plate of plants. in ye s Relogues, which 
contains eight forts,  cluftered: Cte 


—- —— 


© See Brit, Crit. Vol, xxxv. ps 525s 
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NOVELS. 


Art. 18. Rofalie, or the Caftle of Movtalbretti, in Four Volumes, 
1zmo. al.1as. Longman. 1811. 


This is on the whole a reafonable and not unentertaining per- 
formance, with no greater violation of probability than that of a 
lady of illuftrious rank, who coming by accident into a kitchen, 
amufes herfelf with endeavouring to make a pye. The moral is 
not bad either in this or any other part of the work, and it has 
alfo the merit of much ingenuity and contrivance. 


MEDICAL. 


Art. 19. Prafical Obfervations on Diforders of the Stomach, 
awith Remarks on the Ufe of the Bile in promoting Digeftion. The 
S-cond Edition with Additions. By George Rees, M. D. Member 
of the Royal College af Phificians, Senior Phyfician to the London 
Difpenfary, Ge. Bvo. 223 pp. 7s. M. Allen, 1811, © 


This work appears to be the refult of confiderable experience, 
The author maintains fome opinions refpecting the nature of the 
complaints on which he treats, as well as fome views of practice, 
peculiar to himfelf. They do not, however, in our eftimation, 
amount to a degree of importance that would juftify us in 
devoting that fpace and attention to their confideration, which ‘a 
particular notice would demand. We may briefly obferve, that 
the author has enumerated various diforders of the ftomach, and 
very fairly ftated the plan of treatment, whether fuccefstul or the 
contrary ; and has alfo affigned his motives for adopting it. Some 
of his remarks upon dict, fuckling, and a weak {tomach, are judi. 
cious ; but when he gravely defines digeftion to be *¢ that procefs, 
by which the witality of the food is feparated from the fubftance with 
which it is combined,’’ he muft pardon us, if we fufpect he does 
not himfelf clearly comprehend, the meaning of the term he has fo 
ftrangely mifapplied. When we hear of the vitality of. an acorn, 
we underftand that principle of life, which enables it to grow and 
become a tree ; and this principle may remain inherent in: the feed 
for a number of years: no fophiftry can induce us to admit any 
other acceptation of the term. ‘The vitality of a beef-fteak, 
according to our notion, fhould, with proper cultivation, produce 
an ox. But perhaps the neo open doctor was thinking of an 
oyfter, when-he gave his definition of. digeftion, the procefs of 
which, unqueftionably, in this inftance, the oyfter being alive when 
{wallowed, does feparate the vitality of the food from the fubftance 
with whieh is is combined, 


Ant. 
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Art. 20. An Effay om the Nature of Scrofula, with Evidence f 
its Origin from Diforder of the digeftive Organs. Illuftrated by a 
lumber of Cafes fucce/sfully treated, and inter/perfed with Ob. 
Jervations on the general Treatment of Children. By Richard 
Carmichael, Surgeon, 8v0. pp. 111. §s. Callow. 1810, 


The frequency of-the complaint which forms the: fubje@ of 
this treatife, and the obftinacy and difagreeable nature of its 
fymptoms, have ftrong claims on the attention of the practitioner. 
‘The difeafe has generally been confidered as hereditary, and n too 
many inftances the cure as hopelefs. ‘The prefent:- author, wish. 
out condefcending te regard in the leaft degree any hereditary 
taint or predifpofition, at once looks to the alimentary canal for 
the origin of the difeafe, and finds little or no difficulty in ob. 
viating the fymptoms, by reftoring the digeftive organs toa 
healthy condition. In fupport of his opinions he has adduced 
numerous facts which appear conclufive, has ftated them in clear 
and correct language, and has drawn his inferences and deductions 
with philofophical accuracy. 

“© The fymptoms of ferofula,’’ he obferves, ‘* which sbhwion/ly 
arife from a difordered ftate of the digeftive organs, are a tumid 
and tenfe abdomen, a {welled and chopped upper lip, itching and 
forenefs of the alz nafi, and irregularity of the bowels, attended 
with green, black, and other unnatural evacuations. Thefe fym 
toms in a greater or lefs degree precede the induration of the 
lymphatic glands of the neck and the other phenomena of fcro- 
fula, and continue afterwards to accompany the difeafe, fomes 
times conftantly, fometimes occafionally.’’ He proceeds to ftate 
cafes, proving that glandular fwellings of the neck in infants are 
preceded and accompanied by a difordered ftate of the bowels ; 
and that the removal of the former depends upon relieving the 
latter. Want of exercife is mentioned as a frequent exciting 
caufe of fcrofula in children. We fully admit the faét, and re. 
commend the following ftrong cafe to the ferious attention of all 
perfons concerned in the important work of education. 

‘© In St. Thomas’s parochial fchool (Dublin) there are twenty: 
four girls, in every refpect well fed, clothed, and lodged, yet 
feven out of this number were in the fummer of 1809 affeéted with 
fcrofula, although not one had the difeafe when admitted. On 
the moft minute enquiry, there was not any reafon to attribute the 
prevalence of the difeafe among them to any defe% in diet; but 
during the preceding winter and fpring, a very fmall yard, 
their only play-ground, was flooded in confequence .of heavy 
rains, and the miftrefs of the fchool had received direétions at 
the fame period, from fome of the governeffes, to keep the chil- 
dren perpetually within doors at their {chool.books; and this 
cruel and impolitic injunétion totally deprived them of the little 
exercife to which they had been-accuftomed. Ina fhort time 
from the commencement of this fedentary life, fcrofula began to 
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make its appearance, and afterwards affected near a third of their 
number; yet I was informed that before their privation of exer- 
cife not one of the children was affected by the difeafe, although at 
that period they were treated {o indifferently in refpect of diet, that 
the woman who then fuperintended them was afterwards difmiffed 
from her fituation on account of the bad quality of the provifions 
fhe provided for their ufe. But it feems her total inattention to 
them allowed them the liberty of playing and exercifing as they 
chofe ; and to this circumftance they owed their health, for they 
made fuch good ufe of their liberty, that not one of them fhewed 
the flighteft fymptom of fcrofula until they were for fome months 
accuitomed to confinement.’’ 

From what we have obferved, in the courfe of confiderable ex. 
perience, we feel difpofed to adopt Mr. Carmichael’s theory of the 
difeafe, and have long been in the habit of purfuing very fimilar 

ra¢tice to that which he has found fuccefsful. While we admit, 
sen that a difordered {tate of the digeftive organs is a fre. 
quent exciting caufe of fcrofula, we by no means deny that this 
morbid condition of the prima’ viz is often the confequence of 
hereditary predifpofition ; we have feen infants and young chil. 
dren, in a sey indeed, the tendency to difordered bowels, from 
birth, was fo great as to caufe much difficulty in fupplying them 
with fuitable nutriment ; and in thefe children, glandular fwellings 
were common, 

From the principles eftablifhed in Mr. Carmichael’s treatife, 
the plan of cure chiefly depends upon reftoring the digeftive or- 
gans toa healthy condition by good air and exercife ; an anti. 
acefcent diet, purgatives with calomel and rhubarb, and abfor-. 
bents, as carbonate of foda and of lime. ‘This practice has long 
been adopted by practitioners of the firft eminence, though per. 
haps not upon fcientific principles, or a rational theory of the 
difeafe, and confequently with lefs chance of fuccefs. We can. 
not conclude this brief notice of Mr. Carmichael’s work with. 
out recommending it to our readers as containing much informa. 
tion on the difeafe in queftion, as well as upon other fubjects con- 
nected with it, and difplaying the evidence of found judgment 
and extenfive experience. 


LAW. 


Art. 21. A Treatise on the Parties to A@ions, the forms of AGions, 
and on Pleading; with a fecond Volume, containing Precedents of 
Pleadings, By }. Chitty, EG of the Middle Temple. Second 
Edition, greatly enlarged and improved, 2v0ls. 8v0. 1500 pps 
gl. 3s. 1811. 


Mr. Chitty, one of the moft eminent fpecial pleaders under the 
bar, having, by the greatnefs of his practice, and his high repu- 
tation, 
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tation, obtained the truft of inftrufing a great number of pupils, 
framed for their edification a fet of lectures, which he delivered to 
them at proper periods. ‘Thefe le€tures, amplified, methodized, 
and illuftrated by references, he publifhed in Michaelmas term 
1808, with a large volume of precedents annexed. ‘The publica. 
tion could not fail of fuccefs; the high eftimation in which the 
author was held, the expectation which had been diffufed, that 
this would be a great production, and the real merit of the work, 
produced fuch a fale, that notwithftanding its high price, a fecond 
edition became neceflary in three years. 

In noticing a work of this kind, it is hardly to be expeéted 
that we fhould analyze, or regularly inveftigate all its parts. 
‘The profeffion, for whofe ufe it was intended, have pronounced on 
its merits by the rapid purchafe of the firft impreflion, and perhaps, 
wie beft fervice we can render, will be to ftate in what particulars 
the fecond edition differs from the firft, as it may, according to 
the wants or feelings of thofe who poffefs the one, induce them to 
rstain, or to part with it, in order to purchafe the other. 

The firft volume is altogether dottrinal, and contains, as we 
have already intimated, the fubftance of the leCtures delivered by 
the author to his pupils. Of this part, the matter is fo well 
arranged and fo judicionfly comprefled, that the lapfe of three 
years has rendered very little alteration neceffary, in what had 
been before fo carefully confidered and digefted. Some altera. 
tions there are, but chiefly in the notes, where new authorities are 
cited, but they are fuch as a ftudent or practitioner of moderate 
diligence and accuracy would have recollected, or added to his 
own Copy. So little do thefe alterations really affect the work, 
that the fecond edition may be read and referred to almoft page 
for page with the firft, . 

The fecond volume has undergone much greater alteration. In 
his firft edition, Mr. Chitty feems to have exercifed an unufual 
forbearance in avoiding every precedent which was already in 
print, and from this caufe, his book was fometimes perplexing in 
ufe from the frequency of reference. In the prefent edition, he 
has not been quite fo f{crupulous, but ftill he has not allowed him. 
felf licenfe. He has added, at the beginning of his volume, as 
new heads, ** Notices of A@tion, Affidavits to hold to Bail, 
Proceedings by Original, and Beginnings and Conclufions of 
Declarativns,’’ and he has greatly enlarged the number of prece- 
dents contained in the work. 1t would have been better, if inftead 
of referring to the uncertain forms in Wentworth, and fome of 
the clumfy precedents in older compilers and reporters, he had 
extended this part of his publication, to two, three, or more — 
volumes. ‘The adaptation of the forms, and the value of Mr, 

hitty’s notes, would have rendered the work highly acceptable 
to the profeflion, and he might, in fome degree, have indemnified 
tke purchafcys of his firft edition, by letting the precedents be fold 
Mm 3 feparately, 
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feparately, and giving in a {pare page or two, the ‘* Addenda et 
Corrigenda’’ to the firft volume. 

Such is the utility of this work, that every man pra¢tifing the 
common law ought to have it; but none, except draftfinen, need 
change the firlt edition for the fecond, 


Art. 22. A Treatife on the Law of Mercantile Guaranties, and 
Engagements in the Nature of Guarantie. By Walter William 
Fell, E/q. of the Middle Temple, Barrifier at Law. 8v0. 340 pp. 
gs. Butterworth. 1811. 


‘© The univerfal adoption of a fy ftem of credit in all mercantile 
tranfaétions,’’ fays Mr. Fell, ‘* and the prodigious extent to 
which that fy {tem is at prefent carried, has introduced, or at leat 
very much increafed, the practice of requiring counter fécurities 
againft fuch credit, or fome other fpecies of guarantie, for the per. 
formance of engagements fo entered into.’? He ‘has therefore, 
with laudable indultry, and great accuracy, colle&ted the chief 
points of law affecting this fubjeCt.. He ftates with brevity, 
though very clearly and intelligibly, what is required, under the 
ftatute of frauds, to give effect to a promife to anfwer for the 
debt, défault or mifcarriage of another ; treats of the rights and 
rémedies of the party to whom a guarantee is given, and of the 
party giving it; and he has a very ufeful chapter, on giving cha- 
racters to others, and entering into fecurities for their conduct. 

This work will be a valuable addition to the library of the 
lawyer, and of very great utility to thofe who are in the habit of 
giving or receiving mercantile guarantees. 


Art. 23. 4 Tranflation of Glamville. By John Beames, E/g. of 
Lincoln’s Inn, Barrifter at Law. To which are added Nates 


Svo. 380pp. 12s. Reed. 1812, 


It may be doubtful whether a book intended folely for the ufe 
of a dearned profeffion, ought to have been tranflated out of the 
Latin, or not. It is eafy to apprehend why tranflations from the 
Norman-french into Englifh are almoft indifpenfable ; but there is 
no reafon to believe that men educated as thofe intended for the 
bar ought to be, can be fo ignorant of Latin, as to require a tranf- 
lation trom that language. ‘There may be, in a numerous body, 
half-a-dozen inftances of low, uneducated men having crept in, 
where they fhould never have been tolerated, but to them a tranf- 
lation of an ancient author will be of little more ufe than the 
original ; and it may be feared, that the publication of tranflations 
may confound the fame of the whole body with that of thefe 
Jack-latin profeffors. We mention this asa mere doubt ; but we 
ate clear that if the tranflation were commendable, the original 
ought to have been publifhed, page for page with it, both as a 
proof of the tranflator’s accuracy, and to enable the poffeffor of 


this 
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this work, to quote and refer to any original paflage without 
further refearch. 

The tranflation before us is the production of a gentleman, who 
appears to have read amply and diligently ; his notes are profound, 
ingenious, and ufeful. By way. of introduction, he has given 
fuch account as he can colleé&t of Ranulph de Glanville, to whom 
the treatife is afcribed, and has fairly ftated the doubts with 
refp_¢t to his identity and authorfhip, and en the queftion whether 
Glanville’s tract, or that known in Scotland by the name of Regiam 
majeftatem was the original work. 

Of his tranflation, Mr. Beames fpeaks in the following modeft 
terms. 

*« It remains to fpeak ‘of the tranflation now fubmitted to the 
public. Fidelity has been the principle objet of the tranflator. 
if more be demanded, he would fhelter himfelf under the high 
name of Sir William Jones. ‘* Elegance, on a fubject fo delicate 
as law, mutt be facrificed, without mercy, to exactnefs.’’ Next 
to fidelity, fimplicity has been aimed at, as moft in unifon with 
the original, and, perhaps, the beit adapted for transfufing its fpirit 
into the Englifh language. Not that with thefe two objeéts 
immediately before him, the tranflator would be underftood as 
conceding, that he has facrificed any beauty, any elegance of 
expreflion generally abounding in, or fpread over, the original 
work. He could not facrifice that which never exifted. The 
ftyle of Glanville, deftitute of every grace, and dry and harfh in 
the extreme, profeffedly aims at the peculiar qualities which cha- 
raterize it. Stilo vulgari et verbis curialibus utews ex induftria, ad 
notitiam comparandam eis, qui hujufmodi vu'garitate minus fant exerci. 
tati, are the very terms in which he defcribes his own manner of 
writing. So fuccefsfully has he accomplifhed his object, that he 
impofes upon his tranflator a tafk not ro unlike that of 
acquiring a new language. Yet to thefe difficulties the tranflator 
reluctantly alludes, for thoogh they may, in fome meafure, atone 
for thofe errors into which he is apprehenfive he has often fallen, 
he is confcious, the merit of his attempt is not to be eftimated by 
its arduoufnefs, but its utility.’’ 


British CATALOGUE. 


POLITICS. 


Art. 24. Suum Cuigue: or the Rights of the Sovereign, and the 
Wrongs of the Subje@. 8v0. 23 pp. 18 J. J. Stockdale. 
181e. 


The objet of this traét, which is written in the form of a 
letter, is to fhow, that to abridge the power of the Sovereign to 
give remuneration for fervices, is, in fa¢t, to wrong and injure the 
people, Nothing indeed can be more abfurd and pernicious than 
the attempt to exclude from the Houfe of Commons, all perfons 
M m 4 who 
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who fhall have accepted place or penfion from the Crown. It 
feems to go upon the fuppofition, that every perfon whom the 
Sovereign fhall think worthy of confidence or reward, mutt be 
unworthy of the confidence of the nation. Were this true, it 
would certainly be no lefs true, that we ought not to have any 
fovereign: for a magiftrate whofe favour is of fo poifonous a 
nature, ought not furely to be fupported. Thus, without doubr, 
do thofe reafon, who endeavour to urge thefe meaiures, though 
they do not dare to avow it. On the contrary, a true Englifh- 
man, who honours his King as well as loves his Country, will feel 
a freth regard for thofe whom his fovereign delights to honour ; 
and have new confidence, in thofe who are diftinguifhed by the 
confidence of their King. 

The arguments, to this effect, which are urged in this letter, 
are well {tated and clearly expreffed ; and we truit that there will 
always be a great majority of Britons, who will prefer the old 
maxims of our country, to republican illiberality and fufpicion, 
We doubt not, that they who fufpect of corruption every perfon 
who receives any perfonal advantage from the government, are 
moved by the fecret confcioufnefs, that a very {mall reward, would 
corrupt their own honefty ; and that they never could do their 
duty, if it were to be done at the hazard of lofing a place. 


DIVINITY. 


Art. 25. 4 Sermon preached in the Chapel of the Afylum for Fee 
male Orphans, Lambeth, on Sunday the 30th of Augujt, and on 
Sunday the 13th of September, 1812, and publifoed at the parti- 
cular Requeft of the Committee, and for the Benefit of the Charity, 
by the Rev. Robert Stevens, A. M. alternate Morning Preacher at 
the Afylum, alternate Evening Preacher at the Magdalen, and 
Lefurer of St. Margaret’s, Wefiminfler. 8vo. 2. Raving. 
tons. 1512, 


The text of this very excellent difcourfe is Pfalm ciii. 10. 
«’ He hath not dealt with us after our fins, nor rewarded us ac. 
cording to our wickednefs.’’ 

The preacher takes a rapid glance of the hiftory of mankind 
trom the fall to the prefent period, and forcibly points out how 
repeatedly and how juftly the fons of Adam have provoked and 
merited the feverity of the wrath of God; yet notwithftanding 
all their atrocious wickednefs, he has not dealt with them accord- 
ing to their fins. Defcending to the prefent times, and to a view of 
his own nation, the preacher emphatically reminds his hearers how 
we of this country have been diftinguifhed, in {pite of our tranfgref- 
fions, from all neighbouring nations, in having our conftitution, 
laws, rights, and liberties preferved. The people of England are 
pronounced, perhaps in terms fomewhat too unqualified, ‘ “9 

9 mo 














Baritisu CATALOGUE. Divinity. 537 


moft virtuous and religious upon the face of the earth;”” our pub- 
lic charities are recapitulated, and the prowefs of our brethren in 
arms for their country duly extolled. What then fhould be the 
refwit ? that gratitude which caufes the tongue to utter unfei 
praifes, and the life to bring forth its fruit unto holinefs. In an 
Appendix, Mr. Stevens forcibly recommends the particular infti- 
tution of the Afylum for female Orphans, who, he tells us, are 
educated under the admirable fy item of Dr. Bell. 

We fincerely recommend this Sermon to general attention, 
both on account of its intrinfic merit, and becaufe the profits 
of its fale are to be appropriated to one of the beft and moft ufe. 
ful of the various charities, which are an honour to the metropolis. 


Art. 26. A Selefiow from Bifhop Horne’s Commentary on the 
Pfalms. By Lindley Murray, Author of an Englifob Grammar, 
Ge. Sc, t2mo. 5s. Longman. 1812. 


It is well known that the excellent Commentary on the Pfalms 
by the late Bifhop Horne, comprehends two large o&tavo volumes, 
for which caufe, as this Editor obferves, they may probably nor 
be fo extenfively circulated, and generally read as they deferve, 
With this idea the reader, and more particularly the teacher of 
youth, has in this volume, a judicious felection of fuch parts. of 
the Commentary as are more peculiarly itriking, pathetic, and in. 
ftructive. 

We think Mr. Murray has performed a very meritorious office, 
and it is more than probable that many young perfons will be in. 
duced by thefe fpecimens to contemplate and itudy the other parts 
of Scripture, and eventually derive pleafure and advantage be- 
yond all calculation and all price. The book, moreover, has 
the recummendation of being well printed, of a convenient form, 
and very reafonable price, Thefe appear to us, where the benefit 
of young perfons is the more immediate object, and an exten- 
five circulation ferioufly to be wifhed, no contemptible advan- 
tages. 


Art. 27.. 4 Series of Difcourfes on the peculiar Doétrines of Reve 
lation. By the late Rev. David Saville. 4d. M. Edinhurgh, Au- 
thor of Diffirtations on the Exiftence, Attributes, and Moral Go- 
vernment of God, Fe. Fe. Bvo. 423 pp. 103. 6d. Brown, 
Edinburgh ; Longman and Co, London. 1810, 


Thefe Sermons are not entirely pofthumous; they were in- 
tended by the author for publication, and even in part corretted 
at the prefs by himfelf. They are written on a feries of topics, 
in a great meature conneéted, beginning from the ftate of inno- 
cence, and ending with the happinefs of believers under the Gof- 
pel: altogether 18 in number. The fubjects are treated, in ge- 
neral, not in a very different manner from what is ufual : but in 
the 
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the fecond difcourfe, which is on the Fall of Man, we find a 
notion extremely peculiar, This is, that there were two ftates 
of man before the Fall, one, before he was placed in Eden, dur- 
ing which he was under no reftriction, the fecond in Eden, under 
the circumftances generally known. The foundation for this 
opinion, or rather leabe is extremely flight, and we do not fee 
to what confequences of any importance it can lead, 

Mr. Saville was, we prefume, what is ufually called a popular 
preacher. ‘The florid, and even poetical ityle of fome paflages in 
his difcourfes, were at leaft calculated to make him fo. ‘Thus, 
{peaking of man in innocence, he defcribes him with a train of 
perfonified attendants, whom we fhould not have expected to meet 
out of poetry. 

‘¢ His affetions and paffions, all pure and fpiritual, were 
ceafelefs minifters to the Lord. Love ftood before his altar, and 
Offering up her grateful -incenfe, kept up the hallowed flame. 
Fear, with angel-reverence, bowed down before the fanétuary, 
where, as yet, no interpofing veil had hid the prefence of Divi- 
nity. Hope lifted up her hands and eyes to heaven, and fhewed, 
by the intenfenef. of ber countenance, where and what fhe ex- 
pected tobe. Joy told her rapture in glad hofannas of praife, and 
sought, on earth, to join im thofe fongs which feraphs fing in the 
éeleftial Manfions. Whilft Memory unfolded the records of eter- 
nal love, and with ecftacy reviewed the glorious paft : and Con- 
fcience, yet unfullied, ftood by, witneffed the facred fervice, and 
gave her approbation as the voice of God. Such was man in the 
day when God created him.”’  P. 13. / 

We have no information in the volume concerning the circum- 
ftances or chara¢ter of the author. They are probably well 
known at Edinburgh. 


Art. 28. Four Sermons, preached in London, at the eighteenth 
General Meeting of the Miffionary Society, May 13, 14, 15; 
1830. By the Rev. Matthew Wilks, London; Rev. Fobn Love, 
Anderfton; Rev. Alexander Skeill, Wigan; Rev. Earle Gillbee, 
D. D. Barby, Alfo the Report of the Directors, and a Lift of 
Subferibers. Printed for the Benefit of the Society. 8vo. 166 pp. 
Williams and Co. 1812. 


The zeal of this Miffionary Society is great ; we wifh we could 
fay that it was a zeal according to knowledge. The ftatement of 
accounts in this traét shows that in the laft year, ending April 1, 
18i2, the difburfements of the Society exceeded its income by 
the large fum of 25701. 173. 1d. ‘This circumftance is well cal- 
culated to flimulate thofe to new exertions who are favourers of 
the general defign. 

The four Sermons here printed are, 1. Excitements to Miffion- 
ary Zeal. 2. On the Power of the Bible operating by the Mi. 
niftrations of Holy Miffionaries, 3, The thaking of the Nations 
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roductive of the Spread of the Gofpel. 4. Chrift the Shepherd 
rf all Nations, The three firlt scar are Meeting. 
Houfe or Tabernacle men: but Dr, Gillbéé, thé fourth, is quali. 
fied as Reftor of Barby. This we fee with fome regret ; but thefe 
are times in which ftrange things are fo often feen, that they may 
reafonably be expefled.— There are Miffions which we with to 
fee fupported by every Rev. Doétor in the nation. Such are 
thofe fent out by the excellent Society for Promoting Chriftian 
Knowledge: but to thofe Miffions which propagate the opinions 
of a fect, inftead of the genuine dottrines of Chriftianity, we can. 
not extend eur withes. | 


Art. 29. Obfervations om fele@ Places of ihe Old Teftament, 
Sounded on a Perufal of Parfons’s Travels from Aleppo to Bagdad, 
By W, Vanfittart, A. M. Vicar of White Waltham, Berks, 8vo. 
119 pp. 48. Oxford, printed; Rivingtons, London. 1812, 


Mr. Vanfittart has before exerted a very laudable diligence 
in illuftrating a pare of the Scriptures* ; we now find him pur. 
fuing a very ufeful plan, that of throwing light upon the facred 
writing, by means of oriental travels. This path, opened by Mr. 
Harmer, and fuccefsfully followed by others, is here alfo troddon 
with judgment. 

The firft fubje& adverted to is the Natural Hiftory of the 
Oftrich, and a confequént illuftration of the well. known paflage 
in Job, (ch. xxxiv. 13, &c.) where that bird is ufually thought 
to be reprefented as forfaking her eggs altogether, and leaving 
them to be hatched in the fand. Ie is fhown on the authority of 
Mr. Parfons, and other travellers, that the Oftrich fits on her 
eggs, as is ufual with birds, and judicious fteps are taken to re. 
concile the fcriptural paffage with the authentic relations of the 
fact. -We do not indeed approve of the change of verfion which 
reprefents the Oftrich as forgetting that ‘the foot may cruth 
ber,’’ inftead of the eggs; becaufe fhe is much too large a bird to 
be crufhed by the foot ; and indeed it feems quite fufficient that 
fhe occa/fionally leaves het eggs foéxpoted, without imagining that 
fhe does fo always. She does it when driven from her nett by 
alarm, or called from it by hunger, and that is enough to juftify 
the words of Job. Ouzher curious circumftances refpecting the 
Oftrich are here related, and well authenticated, 

The next fubjeét of illuftration is the Tower of Babel (p. 42) ; 
where it is fhown that the building defcribed by travellers under 
that name, and called by the Arabs and Jews, Nintrod’s Tower, 
is not any relic of the famous building begun before the difperfion. 

Mr. V. then adverts to the direétion in which the children of 
men are faid to have journeyed when they came to thé plain of 
Shinar, (p. 63.) 


i 





* See Br. Crit. Vol. xxxvii. 196. 
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Job and the nature of his wealth and dignity is next confidered, 
by comparing the number of his cattle with that of a modern 
Arab horde; where it appears, that if he be confidered as the 
head of a tribe, he was by no means equal in wealth to fome of 
the modern Arabs. 

‘The boats on the Tigris, defcribed by Mr. Parfons, are then 
compared with thofe mentioned by Herodotus (p. 77); alfo the 
fiaggons made of palm leaves, and capable of containing fluids 
fp. 83). Laftly, the water-machines on the Euphrates, em. 
ployed for the purpofe of watering land (p. 87) ; the fertility of 
Egypt (p. 101); the movements of the Arab hordes, from one 
pafture to another (p. 107); and the annual migration of Storks 
(p. arz). A difficubt paflage in 2 Sam. i. 17, 18, on ‘ the ufe 
ot the bow,’’ is alfo elucidated. 

All thefe are interefting fubjects, not only to divines, but to 
every diligent enquirer into cuftoms and manners ; and Mr. Van. 
ftart will doubrlefs obtain the credit from his publication, which 
he fo well deferves. 


MISCELLANIES. 


Arr. 30. Onmiana, or Hore Otisfiores, 1z2mo. 2 vols. “14s, 
Longman and Co, 1812. 


Thefe volumes are afcribed to, and we believe acknowledgcd 
by, Mr. Southey, and probably exhibit a feleétion from his 
Common Place Book, We have many fimilar publications in the 
different languages of Europe, and not Jong fince one in our own, 
io three volumes o@tavo, which was called ‘the Lounger’s Conimon 
Phuce Book, In this lait the articles were inferted in alphabetical 
order ; in Mr. Southey’s volumes, for which indeed there feems 
ro exsit no neceflity, no order or arrangement is obferved,. No- 
thing feems required of us but to fay that the reader will find 
much amufement from the perufal, and to infert a fpecimen or 
two, 

** CAP OF LIBERTY. 


** Thofe who hoped proudly of human nature, and admitted of 
no diftinctton between Chriftians and Frenchmen, regarded the 
firft conftitution as a coloffal ftatue of Corinthian brafs, formed 
by the fufion and commixture of its metals in the conflagration of 
the fate. But there is a common fungus, which fo exaétly re. 
prefents the pole and cap of liberty, that it feems offered by na- 
tore herfelf as*the appropriate emblem of Gallic republicanifm-——- 
Mufhroom Patriots, with a mufhroom cap of liberty. Vol. I. 

> 0% 
' ** WISE IGNORANCR, 


‘¢ Tt is impoffible to become either an eminently great or truly 
pious man without the courage to remain ignorant of many 
things, 
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things. ‘This important truth is moft happily exprefied by the 
elder Scaliger in profe, and by the younger in vere The latter 
extract has an additional claim from the exquifite terfenefs of its 
diction, and the purity of its Latinity. We particularly recom. 
mend its perufal to the commentators on the Apocalypic. Quare 
ulterior difquifitio morofi atque fatagentis animis (animi) eft, hu. 
manz enim fapientie pars eft quedam xquo animo nefcire vel.’’ 
Scal, Ex. 307. 29. 

“* Ne curiofs quere caufas omnium 

Quzcunque libris vis prophetarum indidie 

Afflata colo, plena veraci deo, 

Nec operta facri fupparo filentii 

Irrumpere ande, (aude) fed prudenter prxteri. 

Nefcire velle que magifter omnium 

Docere non vult, erudita infcientia eft.” 


Jof. Scalig. 


* To have and to be. 

The diftin&tion is marked in a beautiful fentiment of a German 
poet. af thou any thing? thare it with me and I will pay thee 
ee worth of it. Art thou any thing? then let us exchange 
ouls, 

Lhe following is offered as a mere playful illuftration— 

Women have no fouls fays prophet Mahomet. 


** Nay, deareft Anna, why fograve? 
I faid you had no foul ’tis true, 
For what you are you cannot have, 


*Tis I that bawe one fince I firft bad you.” 


“¢ Goodnefs of heart indifpenfable to a man of genius. 

If men will impartially and not afquint look towards the 
offices and fun€tions of a poet, they will eafily conclude to them. 
felves the impoffibility of any man’s being a great poet without 
being firft a good man. | 

Ben Fonfon’s dedication to Volpone, 

Ben Jonfon has borrowed this juft and noble fentiment from 
Strabo, L. 1. ovx osor eyabor yerecOas moira», wn wpotepor yernDevte 
avdpa ayaber.”” 

We tranfcribe the above quotation without accents, as it fo 
appears, we know not why, in the original. We are forry to be 
obi ged to remark that the volumes are very incorrectly printed, 
as indeed is obvious enough from the above fpecimens. 


Art. 31. New Canterbury Tales, or the Glories of, the Garrifon. 
By Oliver Outline, Major-General, ce. Fe. Sv gs. Se- 
cond edition, Colbourn. 18:11. 


Whether this publication has actually paffed through two edi- 
tions, or whether this is the fact with the title-page only, is more 
than we can take upon us to decide, It is to us perfectly unin. 
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telligible, as we prefume it will be to fuch of oar readers as do 
vs to be acquainted with the politics, fcandal, and 
amafements of Canterbury. 
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The Second Volume ofthe Pulpit, or Biographical and Literary Account of 
eminent popular Preachers, interfperfed with occafional Clerical Criticifms, 
By Oncfimus. 8:0. 10s. 6d. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. : 
’ The Rev. H. H. Baber, of the Britifh Mufeum, has com- 
pleted the publication of his Fac-fimile of that Portion of the 
Alexandrian MS. which contains the Book of Pfalms. He 


has iffued Propofals for publifhing by fubfcription a Fac- 


fimile of a more confiderable portion (viz. the Pentateuch) 
of this important and venerable'Greek MS. of the Scrip- 
tures; and we hope that fo laborious and commendable a 
publication will meet with due encouragement. 


A fecond Edition of Mifs Hawkins’s. Work, entitled The 
Countefs and Gertrude, or Modes of Difcipline, is nearly ready 
for publication. 

A new Work, entitled Chrijlian Morals, by Mrs. H. More, 
is in the prefs, and will be fpeedily publifhed. i 

Mr. Donovan wilt fhortly iffue Propofals for a Republica- 

tion of his Works on Britifh Natural Hiflory. 
_. Dr. Thomas Thomfon, Author of the Syflem of Chemiftry, 
is about to publifh a new Philofophical Journal, entitled 
Annals of Mechanical Philofophy, Chemifiry, Agriculture, and 
the Arts. The firlt Number will appear on the firft of Ja- 
nuary, and the work willbe continued monthly. 

Mr. Rippingham has in the prefs, Obfervations on the Cam- 
parative Dangers to be apprehended from the Afcendancy of the 
Catholics or Diffenters. 

An Englifh Tranflation is printing of Dileep Jewel's A 
Jogia, with hiftorical Nutes, by the Rev. 4. C.Campbel/, A.M. 
Editor of the Apologia with Smith’s Greek Verfion. | 

The fecond Edition of the Rev: Mr. Powlett’s Father's — 
Reafons for being a Chriftian, is nearly ready. 

The Rev. B. Brack, of Tutbury, has in the prefs, The 
Lives of the Puritans, containing a biographical Account. of 
thofe Divines, who diftinguifhed, themfelves in the Caufe of 
Religious Liberty, from the Reformation, under Queen Eli- 
zabeth, to the Aéi of Uniformity in 1662, in 3 vols. 8vo. 

Mr. Grant, of Crouch End, 1s about to publith.a Grammar 
of the Englifh Language ; with critical and explanatory Notes, 
Quefticns for Examination, appropriate Exercifes, &c. &c. 

Mr. Cojdura, ot Conduit Sireet, has. iffued Propofals for a 
new annual Publication, 1o be.entitled, the Literary and Sci- 
entific Calendar of the Britifs Empire, comprifing. various In- 
formation refpetting Literature, Science, and the Arts. — * 

Mifs Mitford's new Poem, on the Female Charaégter, will be 

ublifhed in a few days. : 

Britton’s Hiftory and Defeription of Radcliffe Church, 
Briflel, with engravings, may be expeéted early in January 
next. J sgeled quand 

“The Architefural Antiquities of the fame author are pro- 
ceeding, with increafed fpirit, if poflible; and will be come 
pleted in four volumes by the end of next yeate 











